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PRESIDENT'S Keflection

Dear friends of the Marine Military Academy,

As we approach the holiday season, we diligently work and
prepare for semester examinations and the forthcoming
Christmas break. The Cadets enter this examination period
with confidence and pride in a remarkably busy and
successful semester.

This semester has been both fast-paced and rewarding. | am
particularly impressed by the number of school acceptance
letters and scholarships already offered to our senior Cadets.
They are working hard, and the results are

showmg Addmonally, our extracurricular activities have produced winning results. Our
Band is performing remarkably, our varsity football team made it to regional playoffs, our
robotics team is doing extremely well, Cyber Patriots is successfully competing at the next
level, our chess team competed in State competition and did well, and our spelling bee
teams also competed and performed in the top10 percent. We have much to be proud of.

Our classrooms and barracks continue to be vibrant spaces where students can explore
their passions and discover their talents. Your contributions make this possible.

As we look forward to the new year, | kindly request your continued support. Your
donations are vital in helping us provide our students with the best possible education and
opportunities. Every contribution, no matter the size, makes a significant impact. Your
generous support has enabled the Marine Military Academy (MMA) to foster a culture of
advanced learning and leadership. The upcoming year promises continued excellence,
opportunities, and dedicated service to our community. If you can give or know someone
or a corporation or business that is interested in contributing to our school, please visit
our website at https://www.mma-tx.org/ or contact our Director of Development, LtCol
Robert Grider, USMC, Ret. at 956.421.9230. Thank you for all you have done and
continue to do for MMA.

| wish you and your loved ones a safe and joyous Christmas. | look forward to welcoming
you back to campus in the spring of 2025 for our H.M. Smith Dinner and Alumni
Weekend.

With warm regards,

Christopher S. Dowling
Colonel, US Marine Corps (Ret)
President, Marine Military Academy



@L\ MRS. JODIE STRYKER HONORED
7 AS GOLDEN APPLE TEACHER

Mrs. Jodie Stryker was honored as one of the CBS 4 and ValleyCentral.com
Golden Teachers of the year this October! Now in her 23rd year at the
Academy, Mrs. Stryker not only teaches Computer Science and Business, but
also heads the Animal Care Club and Science Club and heads our amazing

... yearbook class! Mrs. Stryker
e " also volunteers her time at A
ig Stable Learning, LLC.
“We become not just their
instructor and their teacher, we
. become their mentor, their
. leader, and sometimes their
parental role model,” Stryker

said.
Congratulations and well
deserved! P —

CADETS CELEBRATE AP
CALCULUS EXAM SCORES

Ms. Garcia makes a tasty promise to her AP Calculus

J.0 LUNCH

= CADETS ENJOY A GREAT LUNCH FOR GPA
students before the AP exam each year...that promise? A ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN FIRST QUARTER

delicious steak at a local steakhouse! This year, 3 cadets

earned a 3 or higher on their AP Calculus exam and Our cadets are pushing hard in
the classroom and their grades
and GPA’s show it! Cadets
earning a 3.0 or higher are

treated to a great lunch in

earned every ounce of their steaks! We appreciate the
incentives our teachers offer to help see our cadets achieve
at the highest potential! Congratulations to Cadet Yu, Cadet
Rogers and Cadet McBrien on their amazing

accomplishment! celebration of their hard work

o and efforts in the first quarter.

e
PINK LEGEND

In addition, cadets earning over
a 3.75 GPA receive an
additional incentive of a crips

$10 bill to add to their banks!
Money we don’t mind spending

as it keeps our cadets working

hard in the classroom!



- < TITRATIONS I
Coo AP CHEMISTRY

W7 Mrs. Cervantes’ AP Chemistry class can get
pretty exciting! Cadets are able to learn
much more with their hands on

experiments. Safety, carefully following
instructions and focus are key parts to
working in the chemistry lab.

OUT WITH THE ©)LD

.. HANKS TO MMAPO! at home! Saturday mornings, cadets do peer to peer

tutorials working with one another to conquer the
A BIG thank you to the MMA Parent Organization (MMAPO) classroom challenges. Great job, cadets!

for awarding the English Department the 2024-2025 = T . =
Innovative Teacher Award for the smart television projector '

proposal! This exciting addition will not only enhance
learning in English classes but will also support teachers
across other departments. We are so grateful for this
opportunity to bring more interactive and engaging tools to
our classrooms!

Leor - Fall 2024
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Mrs. Carmina Rodriguez
9056-421-9216
crodriguez@mma-tx.org
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CADETS HEAD TO TEXAS A&M

TWO DAY EVENT SHOWS LIFE IN THE CORPS

Juniors and seniors with aspirations of attending Texas A&M University were
able to take advantage of a unique opportunity. As part of an overnight stay to ¢
grasp the life of a member in the Corps of Cadets, MMA cadets were able to
learn more about the admissions process, financial aid opportunities, life as an
Aggie and life in the Corps of Cadets.
Cadets were able to
participate in a PT
(physical training)
session, enjoy meals in
the mess hall, and of  §
course enjoy some time &
asking questions and
learning more about
all the opportunities at

Texas A&M.

CADETS WORKING FOR
SCHOLARSHIPS

Cadets made a visit to the 07  SAT Exam hosted by MMA
Marine Recruitment Center I ACT Exam hosted by MMA
to finalize NROTC-Marine M 5 Begin ChrisimaciEigs

IMPORTANT DATES

~option scholarship

' application paperwork.
After the application, they
-.| will be evaluated by the

@ Marine Corps Executive
Officer out of San Antonio
to be potential candidates

We wish all of our cadets
working hard through the
~ process the very best as

' they await their decisions!

-
Wwwe mma-tx.org
-,

of such a prestigious honor.

January

03 ACT Registration Deadline for 2/8 Exam
19 Return from Christmas Break

20 ACT Late Registration Deadline for 2/3

February
08  ACT Exam

14 First Semester Awards
2| SAT Registration Deadline for 3/8 Exam
25 SAT Late Registration Deadline for 3/3




SEPTEMBER STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

SAWYER MOORE CASE BARFOOT LAWSON MAIRIE OCTAVIO BAEZA ALEXIS DE LA GIRAUDIERE

English Foreign Language Math General Studies Social Studies

OCTOBER STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

MICHAELRUF  JAMESPAYIONMASON  ACET0 LUISESPINOZA  LEANDROAMPUDIAVIETH FRANCISCO VILLALOBOS
English Math Science General Studies Social Studies Foreign Language

SEPTEMBER CADETS OF THE MONTH
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LANDON BOGAR CARLOSCARDENAS  ALEXANDERROSEMEIER ~ MARTIN YERIAN WILLIAM THORNTON
Delta Company Fox Company Echo Company Golf Company Band MJROTC

OCTOBER CADETS OF THE MONTH

JACK JENKINS SCOTT COOPER EMIlIl] VEGA ANTHONY JIMENEZ EI]IIY THOMAS
Echo Company Fox Company Delta Company Band MJROTC




SENATOR JOHN CORNYN VISITS

DISCUSSIONS ON LEADERSHIP AND WHAT IT LOOKS LIKE TODAY

The juniors and seniors had a very special surprise this semester-
a visit from Texas Senator John Cornyn. Senator Cornyn led a

very informative lesson on what leadeship looks like today. After

~  discussing how leadership has changed over his time in

2 = government, he held a Q&A session for cadets to ask all of their
= W~ questions regarding leadership and some of his biggest

= challenges and how he overcame them. Senator Cornyn was

~ "y« even able to share advice with cadets preparing to embark on a

th_x; new chapter. We always appreciate the time Senator Cornyn

A
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spends with our cadets!

FLYING SOLOIN

VIATIO

Under the instruction of Mitri
~ Garib, four cadets have
successfully completed their first
solo flights! Cadets Bours, Lay,
" Rozum and Ashby have all put a
. solo flight under their belt and

will be preparing for future solo




WELCOME  © &
CADETS >

The new school year brings new young
", men...young men looking to better themselves
and become well rounded individuals as they
begin to shape their future. We were excited to
graduate our new class of plebes and welcome
them into the Academy’s Corps of Cadets. We
look forward to watching these young men grow,
\ mature and excel in their endeavors.
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" To see the success of MMA aIumn| is nothlng short of breathtaking. We wish to see all of our current cadets shmmg
_on the stage of success. To the left, Col Dowling visits with MMA alum, Gerd Medina at the United States Air Force
\ 'Academy._ In the center, Patrick Omey enjoying Academy life at he United States Naval Academy. To the right, 2024
-MMA gfaduate'g Jon Cowart and William Crawford enjoy catching up when they find time. Proud of our alumni!




~ The VISA Volleyball team looked sharp this season
j and put all their effort into making sure they were
~ striving to success! After a great season, the

- Leathernecks picked up a third place finish at the
end of season tournament! Way to go, gents!

GB(ISS GﬂllIITHY TAKES LONG STIIII]ES IIITO IIEGIOIIAL MEET

The Cross Country running

? Leathernecks took deep strides this g :
{ »/  season working on building 'fﬂ

individually and as a team. The
Leathernecks worked their way

L g ‘ into the regional meet but fell short '

our mighty Lea’rhernecksl

- FﬂﬂTBﬂll MHI(ES THE STATE PLAYOFFS BUT FALLS SHORT IN llllﬂBTEHFIIIﬂlS

The Leathernecks had a rough start to the season, falling short in the first regular season games. Picking up their
pieces and working hard to fix their little mistakes proved big as they jumped right back on the winning wagon.
The Leathernecks made a strong comeback picking up the necessary wins. With a big win over Brooks
Somerset, the Leathernecks pushed into the State Quarterfinals to face Newman
. International Academy! Their season came to a finish with a season
b ending score of 26 - 20. We are so proud of our Lea’rhernecks and
M8 their hard work this seasonI




\HIIISITY BASKETBALL I(IGI(S OFF THEIR SEASON WITH WIN WIII GIILIIMII

The Leathernecks are off to a fantastic start putting big W's in the win column very early in the season. Under
the direction of Coach Larry Kruse, the Leathernecks look to keep the winning tradition alive. “I am excited
about the season,” says Cadet Dash Varner, “We have really made a lot of progress in practice and it's
showing on the court.”

These young ballers kicked off their season in November with a commanding 3-O start and will round out in
January. We look forward to catching our cadets fight for their top spot in the playoffs!

JUNIOR VARSITY TEAM I.IIOI(S Tﬂ STUN, STARTING SEI\S(]II WITH WINS

The JV Leathernecks are off to a

hot start with wins over IDEA
Brownsville and IDEA Weslaco
setting a winning tone in district
play! Keep pushing Leathernecks!

conﬂdent in the boys and the *
progress they have made in
‘t practice as they continue to look
sharp on the court! This is a
1 great look at what is to come for &
the future of our Leathernecks
basketball program!




TCSAAL STATE
SSPELLING COMPETITION

Spelling may seem like an elementary thing to do, but these words can come with some absolute
toughness. For Cadet Bayless, Cadet lovescu, Cadet Seastrunk, and Cadet Valdez their preparedness
overcame the tough. These amazing cadets advanced to the TCSAAL State Competition after their

achievements at the South Texas Regional Spelling Bee! Extremely proud of these cadets and their work!

CHESS TEAM MATH TEAM
ADVANCES TO STATE HEADS TO STATE

Thirteen teams competed in the Regionals meet and all
wanted fo secure a trip fo the state meet. Sitting in 5th after
=-round 1, the team knew they needed to focus. After Round
3, they emerged andsat in first place keeping their spot fo
claim a trip to state! Cadet Rogers claimed 1st place
individually as welll
At the state meet in Pflugerville, Texas the team was
« determined to place at the top and indeed they did! The
team placed 6th our of 19 state team participants! Cadet
Yoel Lee had an outstanding performance and tied for 4th

We have some pretty amazing math whiz’s here at MMA
and it doesn’t surprise us that both math teams placed 2nd
in their respective catergories and are now advancing to
the TCSAAL State Math Competition!

High School
Math Team:

place out of 74 individual players winning 4 out'of 5 Cadet McBrien
p rounds! Cadet Yu
Cadet Rqj

We are so proud of these amazing chess players! Great
work and representation of the Academy!

—~—

B . Cadet Chen

Middle School
Math Team:

Cadet Hill
Cadet Celmer
Cadet Seastrunk
Cadet lovescu

J.' ! J}/‘.

12 w‘.‘mm tx.




National Honor Society WBlGOmBS New Inductees

e

The Academy inducted new members into
) wﬁrwm A

the National Junior Honor Society and the
National Honor Society for the 2024-25
school year. Before fellow cadets, families
and staff, the new members took their
oaths and were accepted into their
respective societies. These cadets have
demonstrated their 5 pillars including
scholarship, service, leadership, character
and citizenship and continue to be
examples on campus.

e e N\ ]
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“h“\loL HONOR SGC'ET}'

HARLINGEN FIRE DEPARTMENT CONDUCTS
PRESENTA TION FOR SCIENCE CLUB

The Science Club was honored to
have a presentation given by the
Harlingen Fire Department. The
cadets learned about the fireman's
role, how the process works in a fire
emergency and were even able to
tour the fire engine and learn about
pieces of equipment. We appreciate
our first responders and their time
educating the cadets!




CADETS VOLUNTEER AT ANNUAL
FEAST OF SHARING EVENT

Cadets in various organizations volunteered at the annual H-E-B
Feast of Sharing. This event serves a free Thanksgiving meal to
anyone who stops by. Thousands of resisdents were served and our
cadets did an amazing job! Great act of kindness, gentlemen!

MO DONG JLd8 TARES OH LEVELT
. WONDRIE oo e

The JLAB (JROTC Leadership and Academic Bowl) team has
been preparing for their Level | competition. Our cadets were
ready for the array of questions from JROTC cirriculum and
principles to ACT and SAT practice questions. We wish them
the best as they compete to move on to the Level Il
competition!

Our National Honor Society cadets hosted a campus wide
blood drive to rally behind the blood shortage. Both staff
and cadets were able to help by stopping by and donating
blood. Proud of our cadets for organizing such a
meaningful event to benefit so many people!

Team A
Cadet Nguyen
Cadet Jenkins
Cadet Mairie
Cadet Chen
Cadet Castro
Cadet Amitsis

Team B
Cadet Johns
Cadet Montez
Cadet Cox
Cadet Raj
Cadet Moore
Cadet lee




Whether in the mess hall, in the classroom, or even on a Saturday, you
could always find the witty spirit of Steve Gerber around MMA. His
dedication to our cadets was unmatched as he served the cadets for over
20 years. Through programs such as Boy Scouts and the Rotary Interact
Club, Steve made sure our cadets were serving their community. Always
ready to lend a hand, Steve also helped various clubs and made sur
our cadets were always supported. His amazing dedication anc
spirit and smile will be missed at MMA and in our commu

g JNIA STAFF HONORED FOR THEIR RESPECTIVE SERVICE TO THE ACADEMY

This year, we celebrated our Employee
of the Year, Jesus Deleon, better known
as “Jesse.” Jesse serves the Academy in
our Maintenance Department and has
been such an asset to our campus. He
is always ready for the daily curve
balls to keep our campus looking

sharp! Thank you, Jesse!
+

This school year also marks a special
milestone for one of our dedicated staff.
Ruben has been serving at the Academy
for an astonishing 45 years! He is the
constant smile at the Mess Hall our
cadets have seen year after year. We
appreciate Ruben and all he does for h _ =
our cadets and staff at MMAL _”-T!L = E_

= - i
15 Lleader - Fall 2024




AOMECOMINKE -, -

Parents Weekend is always o festive time
at the Academy and no better way to kick
off a great weekend of activites than with
a good old fashion traditional Homecoming bonfire! In true MMA foshion our

. band marched proudly behind them! Battalion Commander, Magnus Velez, lit the
' fire as the cadets enjoyed games, food and time with their parents. Parents
L proudly marched their-senior athletes in the Senior Presentation. What a gseat
kickoff to an amazing weekend!




st}

8 Tradition stands strong at the annual
Birthday Ball. Th|s year, MMA celebrated it's

B Corps celebro’red its 24%th
' blrthdoy Guest of Honor

= ; cadets and their families.
From the tradmonol coke of the cutting, to the always sentimental mother and son
dance, our cadets, families and staff had a wonderful evening of fellowship, dinner and i
doncmg What an incredible way to celebrate the traditions with our prized cadets!




On the left: Different events
throughout the week encourage
cadets to live their lives drug free.

On the right: Cadet Ford and his

mother, Samira, wo organize the "l“""
week of events, wrap up RRW with "ﬂ!'wrf_;llq:guq_ma»a.
the annual Trunk or Treat event. ilii

o ‘s
A=

Every year, Red Ribbon Week is celebrated all over the
nation. It's a time when students pledge to live their lives drug
free so that they may focus on living a good life in a positive
way. The cadets at MMA also celebrate this week and make
their pledge as a reminder to live drug free. We are so
appreciative of the family support during this week and to
have staff that encourage the boys to live a healthy lifestyle.
Our cadets have bright futures ahead!

Halloween is always a fun time to wrap up a busy month.

The annual Trunk-or-Treat is the perfect event to let loose

: and enjoy some fun time with friends. From fun

- ot v B\ games, fo all the elaboratly decorated cars, and
| S even families joining the fun, it really is a
great timel...and who can
forget all the yummy candy?

EcH0
COMPANRT

s
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August 23, 2024 - November 19, 2024 ‘ pg-

On November 20, 2024, Capt. Jack Heiner, former MMA

%M&’ Board Trustee member, celebrated his 94th birthday. The

MMA Band surprised him with the Marine’s Hymn and
Daryl Dalby Happy Birthday private concert to honor him.

Sgt David Fuller, USMC (Ret) — 9th Marines RVN o &
Steve Gerber
Richard Hand
MSgt John G. MclLaughlin, USMC (Ret)
Maj Edward T. McGee, USMCR (Ret)
Col James R. O’Mara, USMC (Ret)

Martha O'Mara
Richard Spann - VMF 422
Sgt John Haddock Stevenson, 1V, USMC
SSgt Dennis Studenny — 5th Marines, RVN

Those Buried At Arlington National Cemetery

SSgt Edward L. Walsh “Knobby”, USMC - 7th Marines, Korea

T Housy, of IMPORTANT DATES

1stSgt Sergio D. Barrios, USMC

Congratulations MMA Class of 2024 DECEMBER
Congressional Medal of Honor and its Recipients 01 End of Thanksgiving Break
Ronnie Everidge — US Army, Vietnam 02 All Classes Resume

Danny Liles - US Navy 07 SAT Exam (Hosted by MMA)
14 ACT Exam (Hosted by MMA)
16-19 Second Quarter Exams
19 Begin Christmas Break

JANUARY

Robert Overman — US Navy, Vietnam

LEADER 16 Drill Instructors Return from Break Return by 1800
17 Cadets Return from Break Return by 1300
18 Registration / Check In for New Cadets.. 0800-1200
19 Check In for Returning Cadets

20-21 Teacher Inservice Days

22 Spring Semester Classes Begin

FEBRUARY
MAGAZINE STAFF 14 First Semester Awards / NHS / NJHS Inductions

Julie Fonseca .
Director of Marketing, Publicity and Social Media 15 Plehe Graduation
22 Iwo Jima Parade

The Leader is a quarterly publication
for patrons of Marine Military Academy.

To receive a digital version via email, MARCH

send your email address to the publication editor, .
Julie Fonseca, fonseca@MMA-TX.org or call (956) 421-9222. 47 3rd Quarter Exams

Marine Military Academy 320 Iwo Jima Blvd. Harlingen, TX 78550 1 Spring Break Begins Depart after 1200
(956) 423-6006 16 Return from Spring Break Return by 1800
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(956) 423-6006

YouTube.com/user/MMAHarlingen




