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Special Events
51st Birthday Ball

Family members, friends and alumni
celebrated with the Marine Military
Academy Corps of Cadets at the 51st
Birthday Ball Oct. 29. Per tradition, the
51st Birthday Ball cake was carried in by
the cadet battalion staff and then sliced
by Superintendent Col R. Glenn Hill.

The first piece of cake was served to
Guest of Honor Oscar Cuellar, Class of
1994. Mr. Cuellar is a civil engineer and
owner of IOC Company, LLC, and Terra
Firma Materials, LLC, in Edinburg, Texas.

The second piece of cake was served to
MMA'’s youngest cadet eighth-grader
Andrés Uribe Murillo of Mexico City.

The mother-and-son dance immediately
followed the ceremony and kicked off
the evening dance.

Superintendent Col R. Glenn Hill slices the 51st Birthday Ball cake with his sword.

This formal event celebrates MMA'’s
birthday (Sept. 9, 1965) and the U.S.
Marine Corps' birthday (Nov. 10, 1775).
As MMA turns 51, USMC turns 241.

The MMA Battalion Staff carries in the 51st Birthday
Ball Cake.

Dedicated to Our Cadets » The Leaders of Tomorrow October/November 2016

Junior Michael Medina of Coppell, Texas,
poses with his Birthday Ball date.

Guest of Honor Oscar Cuellar, Class 011994,
tells his story.

Junior Richard Lee of Spring, Texas, honors
his mother with a dance.
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Special Events

51st Anniversary Parade

Parent’'s Weekend

Family members from around the

world traveled to Marine Military Hundreds of proud family membersand The reviewing officer for the parade
Academy for Parent's Weekend friends filled the bleachers and cheered was Oscar Cuellar, Class of 1994, an
Oct. 28-29. for the Marine Military Academy Corps  engineer and business owner based in

of Cadets at the 51st Anniversary Parade  Edinburg, Texas.
Oct. 28. Unlike the past two years, the
rain stayed away, and the cadets were
able to show off their marching abilities
for Parent’'s Weekend.

The weekend began early Friday
as parents, siblings and other
relatives participated in morning
colors. Afterwards, the cadets and
their parents attended a teacher
open house and then enjoyed
some family time. That afternoon
all visitors gathered at the parade
ground to spectate the 51st
Anniversary Parade.

Saturday evening offered carnival
and glamour. Cadets, parents and
other guests ate dinner in a Mardi
Gras setting as they listened
to live jazz music. The night
culminated with the traditional
Birthday Ball ceremony and the

footloose that followed on the S ' R senior Miguel Zapata Dominguez of Monterrey,
dance floor. The Leatherneck Band plays the Marine’s Hymn.  Mexico, leads Alpha Company in the parade.
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Eighth-grader Brandon Galvan Sanchez of
Guadalupe, Mexico, escorts his family to
his classes.
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Special Events

Veterans Day Parade

Marine Military Academy paid tribute
to approximately 100 heroes at the
Veterans Day Parade Nov. 11. People
from all corners of the region turned
out for the event, which featured
performances by the MMA Drill Team
and Leatherneck Band.

During the parade pass in review,
servicemen and women from
all branches and all wars joined
Superintendent Col R. Glenn Hill

Vietnam War veterans Col Bill Overstreet [front)
and Bob Vacker stand with Superintendent Col R.
Glenn Hill (hack) during the parade passin review.

and guest reviewing officers Col Bill
Overstreet, USA (Ret), and Bob Vacker
on the field to be honored by the MMA
Corps of Cadets.

All the veterans also received gifts from
the Harlingen Home School Association
students and Troop 4138 Girl Scouts.

Sophomore Enrique ffilguez Canti of Reynosa,
Mexico, catches a rifle during the Drill Team
periormance.

Veterans of all generations line up on the parade field to he honored by the MMA Corps of Cadets.
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Flag Retirement

After the Nov. 11 Veterans Day
Parade, Marine Military Academy
Boy Scout Troop 22 held a
retirement ceremony for dozens
of tattered and/or faded U.S.
flags. Dozens of parade-goers
participated in this event, which
took place behind the Iwo Jima
Monument near the gravesite of
Cpl Harlon Block.

Everyone was asked to take a strip
ofa U.S. flag and place it into one
of two flaming pits as the Boy
Scouts supervised. Many children
who had never seen a proper
flag retirement ceremony were
especially engaged in this event.

A mother and son watch the retiring of
the flags.
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Recent Events
First Aid Merit Badge

CyberPatriot Rounds

The Marine Military Academy
CyberPatriot teams are off and
running in the CyberPatriot IX
national competition.

The two teams competed in the
first round Nov. 12, and both are
already advancing to the second
round on Dec. 11. The MMA
CyberPatriot teams typically reach
the state and regional rounds
each year.

The six cadets on Team 1 are:
junior Giancarlo Betti Hernandez
of Huixquilucan, Mexico; junior
Long Fei Fang of Yiwu, China;
junior Conrad Franke of Traverse
City, Mich.; junior Yu Chen Khew
of Shanghai; senior West Lataille
of Deland, Fla.; and junior Zihao
Liu of Lanxi, China.

On Team 2, the four cadets are:
junior Charles Bass of Grapevine,
Texas; sophomore Pierre
Bonnimond of Courbevoie,
France; sophomore Zane
Nichols of Pearland, Texas; and
sophomore Alan Said Maccise
of Naucalpan de Juarez, Mexico.

Junior Giancarlo Betti Hernandez of
Huixquilucan, Mexico, (front) and senior
West Lataille of Deland, Fla,, fix a security
threat on a Linux operating system.

Twenty cadets from Marine Military
Academy Troop 22 earned the First
Aid merit badge Nov. 30. Pete Moreno,
director of support services at South
Texas Emergency Care Foundation,
taught the class in four weekly sessions.

To earn the merit badge, the Boy
Scouts had to recognize the warning
signs of medical emergencies such as
heart attacks, demonstrate life-saving
maneuvers such as CPR and properly
treat various wounds and injuries such
as broken bones. The boys even had to
pass a written exam.

Freshman Austin Jones of Thornton, Colo., (left)
finishes wrapping a sling on eighth-grader Robert
Skinner of Alpine, Texas.

Mannequin Challenge

Many Marine Military Academy cadets
froze up in front of the camera during
the “Mannequin Challenge” Nov. 9-10.

The mannequin challenge is a viral
trend where people freeze in action as
the are being recorded on video. The
cadets accepted the challenge and did

an impressive job of impersonating
statues in the barracks, classrooms &
athletic fields!

To view the MMA Mannequin Challenge
video, go to YouTube.com and type
“Marine Military Academy Mannequin
Challenge” in the search bar.

Junior Alex Arranaga of Harlingen, Texas, has a “still” shot in the MMA Mannequin Challenge video.
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Recent Events

Pumpkin Patch

On Oct. 13, Marine Military Academy’s
Rotary Interact club gave First United
Methodist Church of Harlingen a
helping hand by unloading hundreds
of pumpkins for the church’s Pumpkin
Patch fundraiser. Each year Rotary
Interact sends a crew to this event to
help unload and stage pumpkins on
the church lawn.

»>» §enior Miles Piha of Mercer Island, Wash.,
passes a pumpkin down the line.

Bay Fishing

Alpha Company traded the Marine
Military Academy campus for the South
Padre Island sea as as the group went
bay fishing Nov. 12.

That morning all of the Alpha Company
cadets spent five hours catching
whitefish and other gilled animals. For
some of the cadets, it was their first
time to angle in either fresh or salt
water. As they fished, the boys were
also able to spot dolphins jumping in
and out of the water.

Eighth-grader Tyler Oakiey of Boulder, Colo., has
got himself a real catch.

By the end of the trip, Alpha Company
took home at least three pounds of fish.

Drill instructor MGySgt Heath Schaaf
and his wife will cook the fish for a
special cadet dinner in December.

Eighth-grader Nelson Anderson of Brownwood,
Texas, is in the mood for some fresh seafood.

Clean Sweep

The Marine Military Academy Key
Club participated in Harlingen
Clean Sweep Nov. 12. Sixteen
cadets took to the streets that
Saturday morning to pick up all
types of large trash items from
homes and neighborhoods that
needed safety and/or health code
enforcement.

Thanks to the muscle of the
Key Club, the city of Harlingen
is able to collect several trailer
loads of unsightly junk. The Key
Club assists with Harlingen Clean
Sweep several times a year.

Acadetloads atire intoatrailer (top) while
two cadets load a television into a truck.
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Blood Drive

Halloween

The cadets of Marine Military
Academy celebrated Halloween
Oct. 26, two days before Parent’s
Weekend.

Each company celebrated
Halloween with tasty snacks
and fun costumes. Most of the
cadets then grabbed a pillow case
and trick-or-treated on campus.
Several MMA teachers passed out
candy from the trunk of their cars
that evening.

Drill instructor GySgt Frank Martinez was
spotted on Battelion Avenue incognito.

Marine Military Academy helped United
Blood Services of Harlingen collect
58 pints of precious blood Oct. 19 —
enough to save about 116 lives. Forty-
one people from MMA, mostly cadets,
answered the call for blood donations.
The MMA National Honor Society
sponsors this event each semester.

»>» Senior Philipp Slivko of Moscow exudes the
confidence of a real hero.

Climbing Merit Badge

Twenty-one Marine Military Academy
Boy Scouts earned the Climbing merit
badge Oct. 22. Teaching the merit
badge were MMA staff members Bill
Hinkle and GySgt Raul Garcia. Both
are certified instructors and seasoned
climbers.

The Climbing merit badge involved
two night meetings and one Saturday
morning at the MMA Tower. At the
meetings, Troop 22 learned how to

Sophomore Erick Hernandez of Cypress, Texas, ties
his harness to the rope.

properly put on the equipment, tie rope
knots and follow safety procedures.
Detailed instruction continued Saturday
morning prior to the events.

The boys fearlessly tackled the tower
and confidently climbed and rappelled
the walls. All the Scouts had to rock
climb, rappel and belay three times in
order to earn their merit badge.

Sophomore Tyler Broussard of League City, Texas,
swiftly goes down the tower.
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Intramural Volleyball Championship

Echo Company was the victor at the
Marine Military Academy Intramural
Volleyball Championship Oct. 1.
Volleyball is the first sport of the
school year, followed by basketball, flag
football and soccer.
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All five companies participate in the
intramural competitions. These games
allow cadets who are already involved
in other activities during the week to
“play ball” with their company brothers
on the weekend.

THANKS

ECHO

aMPANY

The Echo Company volleyhall champions fortunately sufiered no broken fingers after the game.

Battalion Competition

Echo Company won the Marine
Military Academy 1st Quarter
Battalion Competition Oct. 28. Echo
Company will carry the Golden
Guidon for the second academic
quarter and receive a Friday evening
liberty. The winning company is
evaluated on its overall performance
during an academic quarter.

This time, Echo Company swept the

honors, taking home the Military,
Athletics and Academics streamers.

Superintendent Col R. Glenn Hill ties the Athletics
streamer to the Echo flagstafi.

Eagle Scout Project

Junior Maxim Pepper of Austin,
Texas, helped renovate the United
Way of Northern Cameron County
office for his Eagle Scout service
project. The Marine Military
Academy cadet completed his
project Nov. 5.

The “new” United Way office is
actually a house that was built in
the 1920s. It needed some repairs
and updates so Pepper, a Life
Scout, decided to renovate the
largest room in the house.

After prepping the walls to fix any
holes or cracks, Pepper and his
crew applied at least two coats of
paint to the entire room including
the small kitchen area inside it.
So the room door would close
properly, the Boy Scouts even
refitted the door frame and door.

It took Pepper and his helpers
several trips to finish the job. The
room will be used as a conference
room and an activity room when
meetings are not being held.

Junior Maxim Pepper of Austin, Texas paints
the door frame.

| Y- - oY OF O THY EXSR AN



MMA LEADER

New Drill Instructor

Circus Juggler

Just a few years back, Rafael Gil
Buhl, 2011-13, was still a cadet
at Marine Military Academy.
Today, the 20-year-old is already
living his dream as a professional
juggler and circus performer.

Originally from Veracruz, Mexico,
Gil Buhl is a self-taught juggler
who graduated from the Academy
of Circus Arts in September
2015. He soon began touring
with Zippos Circus based out of
England. Then he went on to work
with Cirque Zavatta out of France.
He is presently touring southern
France with Cirque de Noel.

In January 2013, the Valley
Morning Star newspaper in
Harlingen, Texas, ran a story on
Gil Buhl. At that time, the MMA
cadet was already able to juggle
anything from bowling pins to lit
torches. His goal then was to join
Cirque de Soleil. His goal today is
to own his own circus.

Rafael Gil Buhl, 2011-13, is living his dream
as a circus juggler in Europe.

MSgt Timothy Parkhurst, Class of
1986, has returned to Marine Military
Academy as the new drill instructor of
Echo Company.

Originally from Overland
Park, Kan., MSgt Parkhurst
was the second platoon
commander of Charlie
Company when he was
an MMA cadet. After
graduating from MMA,
he enlisted in the Marine

Corps and served for more than 25
years. He was deployed to Iraq twice
(Persian Gulf War and Iraq War) as well
as Afghanistan. He retired
from the Marine Corps in
2014 in Newport, N.C.

MSgt Parkhurst has been
married to his wife Leony
for 24 years and has two
grown daughters.

«« NSyt Timothy Parkhurst

Alumni Honor Plaque

The Marine Military Academy National
Honor Society will update the Alumni
Honor Plaque located in Peacher Hall
this school year.

The current plaque lists the names of
MMA graduates who have served their
country up until the Class of 2002. NHS
plans to purchase a larger plaque to
include any missing alumni up until
the Class of 2016 and leave space for
future entries.

If you are an alumnus who is serving
or has served in the military, email
your name, rank, military branch and
year you graduated to NHS sponsor
Rosalinda Garcia at garcia@MMA-TX.
org. If you know of an alumnus who
served and passed away, email his
name and information to Ms. Garcia.

Those who wish to give to this project
should mail a check to the attention of
Ms. Garcia before March 2017.

MMA is requesting the names of alumni who joined the military for the Alumni Honor Plague.
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Farewell
Glen Cleckler

Marine Military Academy friend James
Glen "Doc” Cleckler passed away Oct.
6 at age 91 in Harlingen, Texas. Mr.
Cleckler was a respected and beloved
educator, a World War 1I veteran and
Iwo Jima survivor, and a true hero to all
who knew him.

Mr. Cleckler was born Nov. 10, 1924,
in Roscoe, Texas, near Sweetwater. His
parents moved to Weslaco, Texas, when
he was less than a year old to farm on
irrigated land. The family lived in a tent
until their house could be built. He
attended Weslaco schools and became
a varsity football player.

This Weslaco High School senior
graduated mid-term in December 1942
so he could join the Marine Corps the
very next month in January 1943. After
serving three years during World War
II and surviving the Battle of Iwo Jima,
this Marine was able to return home
and pursue his education.

Mr. Cleckler attended Southwest
Texas Teacher's College in San
Marcos, Texas, and graduated with
a degree in physical education. He
would later earn a master’s degree in
school administration from Texas A&I
University in Kingsville, Texas.

Mr. Cleckler became a lifelong educator
in Harlingen, Texas. He served as
a coach and assistant principal at
Harlingen High School, principal at
Vernon Junior High and principal at
Alamo 9th Grade School.

As an administrator, he was highly
revered for his unique ability to handle
the unpredictable teenage student. He
retired in the summer of 1987.

Never one to boast or live in the past,

xxx —

Glen Cleckler

most of Mr. Cleckler's students never
knew he was a war hero. He chose to
make a name for himself as an educator
and a community servant.

Mr. Cleckler also became famous for his
friendship with Cpl Harlon Block. Cpl
Block was one of the flagraisers at Iwo
Jima who appeared in Joe Rosenthal’s
famous Feb. 23, 1945, news photo.

Mr. Cleckler is preceded in death by
grandson Mark Burkholder; parents
Harvey and Mary Cleckler; brothers
Doyce, Harvey Jr. and Ray Cleckler; and
sisters Lila Bales and Mary Sue Brogden.

He is survived by his wife JoAnn;
daughter Jane (Jim) Burkholder;
sons Sam and Jeff (Tammy) Cleckler;
grandsons John Burkholder and
Thomas Cleckler; sister Katherine
(Walter) Bywaters; and numerous nieces
and nephews.

Mr. Cleckler was a lifetime member
of First United Methodist Church of
Harlingen.

Cleckler’s True Story

On Nov. 6, 2015, the NBC TODAY
show aired the touching true
story of Glen “Doc” Cleckler and
his best friend Cpl Harlon Block.

Mr. Cleckler and Cpl Block were
part of the "Weslaco Eight,” eight
football players from Weslaco,
Texas, who graduated high school
in December 1942 to fight for
their country during World War IL

As the story goes, the two had a
brief encounter before the Battle
of Iwo Jima. Harlon asked Doc to
take his Marine Corps ring and
give it to his mother should he
die. Doc promised he would.

As fate would have it, only Doc
returned from the war. He kept
his promise to his best friend
and took the ring to Mrs. Block
in Weslaco. It was too hard for
Mrs. Block to accept her son'’s ring
so she asked Doc to keep it. Doc
wore the ring for 66 years before
donating it to the Marine Military
Academy Iwo Jima Museum &
Gift Shop in April 2011.

In addition to Cpl Block’s ring,
visitors can also see photos of the
Weslaco Eight inside the museum.
Mr. Cleckler was the last of the
Weslaco Eight to pass away.

Glen Cleckier (left) and Harlon Block (far
right) stand together during a snapshot of
the Weslaco Eight.
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Cadet of the Month - October

Samuel Cran of Corpus Christi, Texas - Alpha Company

Rank: Cadet Private

Grade: 8, Activity: Basketball

Future education goals: After I graduate college, I plan to study law at St. Mary's University.
Career goals: I want to be a defense attorney.

Huan He of Shanghai - Delta Company

Rank: Cadet Corporal

Grade: 11, Activities: Soccer, swimming & flight training

Future education goals: I plan to major in finance and petroleum at The University of Texas.
Career goals: I would like to work for an oil company.

Conrad Franke of Traverse City, Mich. - Echo Company

Rank: Cadet Corporal

Grade: 11, Activity: Jiu jitsu

Future education goals: I am considering Embry-Riddle or Virginia Military Institute.
Career goals: I plan to become an officer in the United States Navy.

Alexander Chen of Shenyang, China - Fox Company

Rank: Cadet Private

Grade: 9, Activity: Basketball

Future education goals: I will major in creative writing at a university.
Career goals: I hope to become a successful fiction writer.

Claude Minkandi of Houston - Golf Company

Rank: Cadet Gunnery Sergeant

Grade: 11, Activities: Football & advanced weightlifting

Future education goals: I will earn a bachelor’s degree in business at Texas A&M University.
Career goals: I plan to be an officer in the Marine Corps and then return to MMA after I retire.

Zane Nichols of Pearland, Texas - Leatherneck Band

Company: Golf, Rank: Cadet Private First Class

Grade: 10

Future education goals: I am going to study criminal justice at Texas A&M University.
Career goals: I would like to become an agent with the CIA.

Shane Dix of Larkspur, Colo. - Silent Drill Team

Company: Fox, Rank: Cadet Private First Class

Grade: 11

Future education goals: I will enlist in the Marine Corps and then earn an engineering degree.
Career goals: I plan to become a mechanical engineer.
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Cadet of the Month - Novemher

Mahmoud Eid of Houston - Alpha Company

Rank: Cadet Private

Grade: 11, Activity: Boxing

Future education goals: I plan to study biology at the University of California, Los Angeles.
Career goals: I will go on to medical school and become a neurosurgeon.

Axel Munch Ruiz of Monclova, Mexico - Delta Company

Rank: Cadet Private

Grade: 11, Activities: Soccer & flight training

Future education goals: I plan to major in civil engineering at Tecnologico de Monterrey.
Career goals: I want to pursue a master's degree and work with my father.

Alex Arranaga of Harlingen, Texas - Echo Company

Rank: Cadet Staff Sergeant

Grade: 11, Activity: Weightlifting

Future education goals: I plan to attend Texas A&M University and major in criminal justice.
Career goals: I want to become an officer in the Marine Corps and then join the FBL

Mario Doval Garcia of Houston - Fox Company

Rank: Cadet Private First Class

Grade: 11, Activity: Weightlifting

Future education goals: I will study audio engineering at the University of California, San Diego.
Career goals: I plan to become a music producer.

Pablo Sanchez Martinez of Emiliano Zapata, Mexico - Golf Company

Rank: Cadet Corporal

Grade: 12, Activity: Weightlifting

Future education goals: I will earn a political science degree and then attend law school.
Career goals: I plan to open my own law firm and eventually begin a political career.

Pelayo Martinez Rodriguez Miaja of Puebla, Mexico - Silent Drill Team

Company: Golf, Rank: Cadet Private First Class

Grade: 9

Future education goals: I would like to attend a college in Europe and study finance or medicine.
Career goals: I will take over the family business or become a neurologist.
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e Jan. 7: New Cadet Check-In, 8
a.m. - noon

e Jan. 8: Returning Cadet Check-
in, by 6 p.m.

e Jan. 11: Start of 3rd Quarter/2nd
Semester

e Jan. 21: SAT, 8 a.m.

e Feb. 3: Academic Awards
Ceremony, 2:30 p.m.

e Feb. 4: Parents Organization
Meeting, 8:30 a.m.

e Feb. 4: Introductory Training
Graduation & Parade, 10 a.m.

e Feb. 11: ACT, 8 a.m.

e Feb. 18:Iwo Jima Parade, 10 a.m.
e March 7-10: 3rd Quarter Exams
» March 10: Start of Spring Break,
flight departure after noon

* March 19: End of Spring Break,
return by 6 p.m.

e March 20: Start of 4th Quarter
e April 6: Gen H.M. Smith Dinner
o April 8: ACT, 8 a.m.

e April 21: Alumni Reunion
Parade, 4 p.m.

e April 22: Alumni Reunion
Dinner, 7 p.m.

o April 28: Jr.-Sr. Ring Ceremony,
noon

The MMA LEADER is a bi-monthly
publication for patrons of Marine
Military Academy. To receive a
digital version via email, send
your address to the editor.

Editor: Andi Atkinson
atkinson@MMA-TX.org
956.421.9225

Marine Military Academy
320 Iwo Jima Blvd.
Harlingen, TX 78550
956.423.6006

Potawatomi Cadets

In history class, two Marine Military
Academy cadets discovered they not
only share Native American roots, they
belong to the same nation!

Juniors Cameron Rush of Bakersfield, Calif, (left) and
Anthony Wulfkuhle of Glendale, Ariz, proudly represent

the Citizen Potawatomi Nation at MMA.

Juniors Cameron Rush of Bakersfield,

Calif., and Anthony Wulfkuhle of

Glendale, Ariz., both met for the first

time in August in their U.S. History
class. It was during a lesson on
Native Americans that the teenagers
learned about their connection to
the Citizen Potawatomi Nation in
Shawnee, Okla.

According to Wulfkuhle, their history
teacher Randall Hill was telling the
class how he was a Native American
originally from Pottawatomie County
in Oklahoma.

"I told my teacher: That's the county
of my tribe. I'm Potawatomi,”
Woulfkuhle said. “Then Rush said, '1
am, too!”

“A few days later, we both brought
our Potawatomi IDs to class,” Rush
said. "It was pretty cool.”

For both cadets, their Potawatomi
blood comes from their father's side.

Institutional Advancement

Recent Donations

In Memory 0f

e Maj John H. Austin, USMC (Ret)

e Garrison Good Card

e James Glen Cleckler “Doc”

e Adam Stefan Daniec “Mr. D"

e LtCol Thomas E. Dawson, USMC (Ret)
e Andree R. Dickinson

e Marion L. Gary

e Pedro Garza "Pete”

e IstLt Peter B. Hass, USMC “Pete”

e Chris Heard — MMA "99

e Capt Leo J. McDonald, CHC USN (Ret)
e Shirley D. McDonald

e Maj Edward T. McGee, USMCR (Ret)
e Philip Ross Oswalt

e Norma Lilia Rodriguez

e Roger P. Rose

e Russell Simon

e Dr. Harold Patton Smith

e Mary Katherine Bowen Steigerwald
“Mary Kate”

e Pfc Brian A. Thornton, USMC, KIA,
ROK 1951

In Honor Of
e Maj Thomas J. Duff, USMC - MMA ‘00
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