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Special Events

Class of 2013 Graduation Ceremony

Sixty-one young men walked the stage at the 47th Annual MMA Commencement
Exercises on May 25 in Yeckel Auditorium. William Bood of Kingwood, Texas,
was the valedictorian for the Class of 2013 and Eun Hyuk Kwak of Seoul, South
Korea, was the salutatorian.

The guest speaker for the graduation ceremony was Jason Gillman, Class of
1988. Mr. Gillman is the executive vice president of the Gillman Companies
based in Houston. He told the cadets that they have already learned the most
important skills of success at MMA: common sense, adaptability, manners and
the ability to communicate.

"These skills will set you apart from the rest,” Mr. Gillman said.

After listening to powerful commencement addresses by the valedictorian,
salutatorian and guest speaker, the 61 seniors were awarded their high school
diploma. The event concluded with the traditional tossing of the covers (hats)
by the MMA Corps of Cadets.

To view and/or download photographs of the graduation ceremony, go to
Flickr.com/Photos/MMAHarlingen and click on the “Class of 2013 Graduation”
set. To see names and headshots of the 61 graduates, turn to pages 8 and 9.

Battalion Commander Eun Hyuk Kwak of Seoul, South Korea, gives his final command: the tossing of
the covers.

Board of Trustee Co-Chair Joe Pollard (left) &
Guest Speaker Jason Gillman award Senior
Alexander Li of Albany, Calif,, his diploma.

Superintendent Col R. Glenn Hill and Junior
Cody Hubbard of Stafford, Va., present Guest
Speaker Jason Gillman with a gift.

Graduate Jaime Wolkoff of Mission, Texas,
hugs a friend good-bye.

Graduate Martin Segura Jr. of Brownsville,
Texas, stands next to his proud father.
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Special Events
2013 Alumni Reunion

Forty-one “brothers” returned to their former home and alma mater for the
2013 MMA Alumni Reunion on April 19 and 20.

The men enjoyed a full day of activities on April 19. The alumni, along with their
family and friends, gathered at high noon on Battalion Avenue for the Corps of

Terrance Gentry (left) and Brook Foreman, Cadets review and then joined the cadets for lunch. In the afternoon, the alumni
both Class of 1999, meet up again at the passed out the senior pins to the MMA Class of 2013. Several more Leathernecks
reunion.

arrived in time for the Alumni Parade, and they all joined Superintendent Col
R. Glenn Hill for the ceremonial pass in review.

On April 20, the men spent the day at South
Padre Island either golfing, deep sea fishing
or swimming at the beach or pool. That
evening, however, the alumni and their
families all gathered for a delicious dinner
party at the Hilton Garden Inn.

To see the list of alumni who attended as
well as the photo album for this event, visit
MMA-TX.org/About-Us/MMA-News and
click on the “Brothers return for 2013 MMA
Alumni Reunion” article.

Steve Steigerwald, Class of 1973, gives
Canyon Sanford of Houston his senior pin.

Freshman Nicholas Beall of Austin, Texas, leads the
Leatherneck Band during the Alumni Parade.

David Dickerson, Class of 1973, stands
before the Iwo JimaMonumentwith his son.

Joe Pollard Jr, Class of 2003, visits with
former drill instructor SgtMaj Fred
Robertson.

Alumni from all generations line up for the pass in review during the Alumni Parade.
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Special Events
H. M. Smith Dinner

Sen. Eddie Lucio Jr., Texas District 27, was guest of honor and recipient of the
highly revered Iwo Jima Leadership Award at the 2013 General H. M. Smith
Foundation Dinner at MMA on April 5.

Sen. Lucio, whose father was a World War II veteran, was so moved upon
receiving the Iwo Jima Leadership Award that he fought back tears.

Choking out his words, Sen. Lucio said, “My only regret is that my father is not
here to ... witness it. But this award means more to me than any presidential
appointment or anything else I can possibly get anywhere else in the world.”

MMA also honored three outstanding individuals at this event: Dean of
Academics Dr. John Butler of Harlingen, Texas; Lt Jg Thomas Matthews, USCG,
of Houston; and Mrs. Rosalind Redfern Grover of Midland, Texas. These MMA
supporters were inducted into the prestigious General H. M. Smith Foundation
and given a Smith Fellow jacket and gold watch.

The annual General H. M.
Smith Foundation Dinner
raises funds to sustain the
educational program at MMA
and provide need-based
scholarships to young men
who wish to attend MMA.

Superintendent Col R. Glenn Hill and
Junior Cody Hubbard of Stafford, Va.,
award the lwo Jima Leadership Award
to Sen. Eddie Lucio, Jr.

MMA cadets gather around Sen. Eddie Lucio Jr. after the H. M. Smith Dinner.

Junior Logan Workman of Tomball, Texas,
greets guests at the door.

Dean of Academics Dr. John Butler

Lt Jg Thomas Matthews, USCG

Mrs. Rosalind Redfern Grover
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Junior Charles Beverly of Diamond Bar,
Calif, receives his class ring and a pat on
the back from Dad.

Junior Kyle Woods of Spring, Texas, takes his
lil' sis to dinner in the Mess Hall.

Freshman Jack Newbury of Richmond, Texas,
and his brother get ready to rappel fromthe
the Tower.

Special Events
Spring Fling 2013

More than 30 families participated in “Spring Fling 2013" Family Weekend,
held April 26 and 27.

On April 26, relatives joined the cadets for morning colors and then again for
lunch. At noon that day, several families gathered for the Junior-Senior Ring
Ceremony.

The 12 upperclassmen who received their class rings were: Junior Jonus
Acevedo of Humble, Texas; Senior Benjamin Balazs of San Mateo, Calif,;
Junior Charles Beverly of Diamond Bar, Calif.; Senior Nicholas Hamblin of
San Antonio; Junior Jonathan Kolb of Missouri City, Texas; Senior Eun Hyuk
Kwak of Seoul, South Korea; Senior Jarrod Royal of Bandera, Texas; Junior
Alexander Stack of Keller, Texas; Junior Brandon Van Patten of Mountain
House, Calif,; Senior Tyler Weale of Yreka, Calif.; Junior Chase Williams of
Austin, Texas; and Junior Logan Wokman of Tomball, Texas.

That evening, after enjoying a special buffet dinner, cadets and family members
experienced Las Vegas-style fun at “Casino Royale.” Casino Royale, the highlight
of Spring Fling, is a family-friendly event where guests can play many types of
casino games and then “cash in" their chips for a chance to win prizes.

On April 27, parents and siblings joined the cadets for breakfast. Afterwards,
they headed to the Back 40 for a morning of outdoor adventure. Cadets and
relatives alike ziplined and rappelled from the Tower. They also climbed and
jumped through the Confidence Course and Obstacle Course.

Spring Fling is sponsored by the MMA Parents Organization. The purpose of the
organization is to bring parents together to build a strong network of support
and also fund projects that benefit the MMA Corps of Cadets.

(Left to right) Junior Charles Ogden of Bryan, Texas, Senior Nathanael Ntumba of Arlington, Va., and
Sophomore Jean-Carlo Debard of Montpellier, France, buddy up at Casino Royale.
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Recent Events

Yearbook Party

Cadets practiced their penmanship at the
Yearbook Party on May 17. The cadets
received the new “Pass in Review” and then
took the opportunity to sign each other's
yearbooks. The cadets only rested their pens
when they reached for ice cream, cupcakes
or sodas!

Senior Taric Pierre of San Diego, Calif., channels his poetic
aptitude as he signs a yearbook.

Antique Rifle Donation

The Iwo Jima Museum became home to a "new” rifle on May 23. Mikel Moore
of Blakesburg, Iowa, and Patricia Chidester of Harlingen, Texas, donated a
Springfield Armory Model 1898 Krag-Jorgensen rifle (.30-40 Krag), which was
primarily used in the Spanish-American War, Phillippine-American War and
Boxer Rebellion. The brother
and sister donated the .30-
40 Krag in honor of their
sons, LCpl Douglas Moore
and LCpl Nathan Chidester,
both veterans of the U. S.
Marine Corps.

Gloria Boling, lwo Jima Museum
director, (left) Mikel Moore of
Blakesburg, lowa, and Patricia
Chidester of Harlingen, Texas.

Adopt-A-Spot Program

On May 4, 10 members of the MMA Key Club
spent the morning tidying up their “spot” -
Dixieland Park.In March, the service organization
decided to adopt Dixieland Park for Harlingen's
"Adopt-A-Spot” beautification program. When
it could begin servicing the location in May, the
MMA Key Club did not hesitate. The cleaning
crew picked up the debris and performed basic
landscaping to maintain the park’s charm.

Asign at Dixieland Park boasts the name of the MMA Key Club.

Merit Badges

In April and May, the Boy Scouts
of Troop 22 had the opportunity
to earn three merit badges:
Fingerprinting, Swimming and
Shotgun Shooting.

On April 9, 14 members
earned the Fingeprinting Merit
Badge. Taught by crime scene
investigators from the Harlingen
Police Department, the cadets
learned how to take fingerprints,
dust for fingerprints and grasp
the forensic science behind
fingerprinting.

Five cadets completed the
requirements for a Swimming
Merit Badge on April 14. The
young men had to demonstrate
above average swimming skills
and endurance as well as learn
about water safety and first
aid. Steve Gerber, assistant
scoutmaster, was the instructor.

On May 4, seven Boy Scouts
achieved a Shotgun Shooting
Merit Badge. Under the
instruction of SgtMaj Al Wilson,
MMA recruiter, the young men
learned about the different types
of shotguns, how to shoot them
and, above all, firearm safety.

Freshman Michael Durak of Mission, Texas,
gives his swimming course a thumbs up.
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Recent Events

Relay for Life

MMA'’s National Honor Society
(NHS) and Key Club teamed up
for the North Cameron County
Relay for Life event on April 26.
Eleven cadets stayed up all night
along with hundreds of others to
raise both money and awareness
for cancer research. The MMA
team ran over 60 miles and raised
more than $5,000 for the local
American Cancer Society!

Diolanda Dye and SgtMaj Ford
Kinsley accompanied the 11
participants: Sophomore Alfonso
Garcia Garza of Monterrey,
Mexico; Senior Thomas Goaley
of Waco, Texas; Junior Emiliano
Hernandez-Summers of Santa
Rosa, Calif.; Junior Michael
Huang of Bellaire, Texas;
Junior Bruno Lépez Alvarez
and Sophomore Daniel Lopez
Alvarez, both of Mexico City;
Sophomore Daniil Murashov
of St. Petersburg, Russia; Senior
Isaac Phillips III of Belle Chasse,
La.; Sophomore Meng Yu Wang
of Taipei, Taiwan; Sophomore
Xichen Wang of Shenyang,
China; and Junior Logan
Workman of Tomball, Texas.

Senior Isaac Phillips 1l of Belle Chasse, La.,
takes a much-needed rest from running.

Recognition
Eagle Scout Court of Honor

Three Boy Scoutss from MMA Troop
22 were recognized at the Eagle
Court of Honor ceremony on May 24.
The cadets who earned their Eagle
Scout medal and badge were: Senior
Thomas Fogarty of Cohasset, Mass.;
Freshman Preston King of Dallas;
and Sophomore Clayton Rhodes of
Natchitoches, La.

(Leftto right) Senior Thomas Fogarty of Cohasset,
Mass.; Freshman Preston King of Dallas; and
Sophomore Clayton Rhodes of Natchitoches, La.

Eagle Scout is the highest possible
rank for a Boy Scout. To become an Eagle Scout, one must acquire at least 21
merit badges, demonstrate Scout Spirit, and organize and lead an extensive
community service project.

At the ceremony, Senior Patrick Church of Holiday, Fla., also an Eagle Scout,
donated $5,000 to Troop 22 for his mentorship from Scoutmaster SgtMaj James
Poe and positive experience with his fellow Boy Scouts.

Rio Grande Valley Jiu Jitsu Open

For the third year in a row, MMA's Jiu Jitsu team, an affiliate of the Harlingen Jiu
Jitsu Club, won the First Place Overall trophy at the 3rd Annual Rio Grande Valley
Jiu Jitsu Open on April 13. At the tournament, four MMA cadets distinguished
themselves in their divisions. Freshman Sterling Mellman of Victoria, Texas,
took home a gold medal in No-Gi. Freshman Jack Newbury of Richmond,
Texas captured a silver medal in both Gi and No-Gi while Alexander Rowell
of Vestal, N.Y., and Brandon Van Patten of Mountain House, Calif.,, did the
same in No-Gi and Gi, respectively. The team is coached by Jacob Montalvo.

(Left to right) Standing: Sophomore Gursimran Kandola of Sacramento, Calif.; Freshman Jack Newbury of
Richmond, Texas; Junior Brandon Van Patten of Mountain House, Calif.; Senior Alexander Rowell of Vestal,
N.Y.;and Freshman Sterling Mellman of Victoria, Texas. Kneeling: Sophomore Zachary Erps of San Antonio;
Sophomore Walker Leslie of Livingston, Texas; Sophomore Dryden Phelps of Nine Mile Falls, Wash.; and
Junior Charles Beverly of Diamond Bar, Calif.
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Recognition
Spring Academic Awards

Superintendent Col R. Glenn Hill and Dean Dr. John Butler presented 44 cadets
with a Gold or Silver Wreath for their academic achievement in the first semester
at the Spring Academic Awards assembly on May 24. The Gold Wreath is
awarded to cadets who make the President’s List, which requires a grade-point-
average (GPA) of 3.75 to 4.0. The Silver Wreath is awarded to cadets who make
the Dean’s List, which requires a
GPA of 3.5 to 3.74.

The cadets who made the President’s
List and received the Gold Wreath
were: Sophomore Niko Bakanec of
Salem, Wis.; Senior William Bood
of Kingwood, Texas; Senior James
Calcagnini Jr. of Darien, Conn,
Junior Dylan Che of Sugar Land,
Texas; Senior Matthew Dorris of
Crystal Springs, Miss.; Junior Falco
Fematt Rodriguez of Monterrey,
Mexico; Sophomore Alfonso
Garcia Garza of Monterrey, Mexico;
Senior Thomas Goaley of Waco,
Texas; Junior Michael Huang of
Bellaire, Texas; Sophomore Irvin Ie
of Temple City, Calif.; Sophomore
Jinting Jiang of Beijing, China;
Senior Eun Hyuk Kwak of
Brownsville, Texas; Junior Daniel
Lamont of Burlingame, Calif,;
Freshman Chaunce Lee of Pudong
Shanghai, China; Sophomore
Daniel Lépez Alvarez of Mexico
City; Sophomore William Martin
of Houston; Sophomore Daniil
Murashov of St. Petersburg, Russia;
Sophomore Nikita Nemchuk of Moscow; Senior Connor Perley of Long
Island, N.Y.; Senior Kyle Rogers of Seabrook, Texas; Senior Jarrod Royal of
Bandera, Texas; Freshman Miguel Salinas of Brownsville, Texas; Freshman
José Tancredi Charur of San Antonio; Sophomore Meng Yu Wang of Taipei,
Taiwan; Sophomore Xichen Wang of Shenyang, China; Junior Baker Weil of
Austin, Texas; Junior Shuai Ye of Beijing, China; and Freshman George Zenner
of Houston.

Freshman Jacob Marmolejo of Round Rock, Texas,
accepts a Silver Wreath from Superintendent Col R.
GlennHill.

Freshman Chaunce Lee of Pudong Shanghai, China,
accepts a Gold Wreath from the superintendent.

The cadets who made the Dean'’s List and received the Silver Wreath were: »

» Senior Gianarro Capri of Lake
Sherwood, Calif.; Sophomore
Sebastian Diaz Galvan of
Mexico City; Sophomore Diego
Espinosa Valdéz of Monterrey,
Mexico; Sophomore Richard
Farr of Schertz, Texas; Junior
Samuel Fusaro of Bay City, Texas;
Sophomore Yuri Juarez Segén
of Mexico City; Sophomore
Robert Lauzon of Houston;
Freshman Jacob Marmolejo of
Round Rock, Texas; Freshman
Blake Moore of Victoria, Texas;
Freshman Luis Angel Ortiz of
Denver; Senior Isaac Phillips
III of Belle Chasse, La.; Junior
Bruno Lépez Alvarez of Mexico
City; Junior José Rodriguez of
Harlingen, Texas; Senior Ramiro
Rodriguez Jr. of Brownsuville,
Texas; Senior Tyler Weale of
Yreka, Calif; and Junior Logan
Workman of Tomball, Texas.

Seventeen cadets also received
a Gold Star, which is awarded to
those who make the President’s
List for two consecutive
semesters. The academic all-
stars were: Bakanec, Bood,
Calcagnini, Dorris, Garcia Garza,
Goaley, Huang, le, Martin, Lee,
D. Lépez Alvarez, Nemchuck,
Royal, Salinas, Tancredi Churur,
M. Wang and X. Wang.

Nine cadets earned a Blue Star.
This is given to those who make
the Dean'’s List or President’s List
for two consecutive semesters.
The recipients were: Diaz Galvan,
Espinosa Valdéz, Farr, Juarez
Segon, Lauzon, B. Lépez Alvarez,
Rodriguez, Rogers and Weale.
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Recognition

2013 Academic & Sports Awards

Fifty-seven cadets were recognized for
their distinguished achievements at
the 2013 Academic & Sports Awards
assembly on May 24. Below are the
accolades and recipients.

Scholarships

Heard Scholarship
e Dylan Che

Navy ROTC Scholarship
e Conner Perley

Rotary Scholarship
e William Bood

Awards

Colonel Phil Yeckel, USMCR, Athlete
of the Year Award
e Marlon Vandamme

Dean’s Award
e Tony Hu

MajGen Robert E. Friedrich Award
e Kyle Rogers

Mariner of the Year Award
¢ Cheng Ying Chung

MMA Plank Holders
e John Hay

e Eun Hyuk Kwak

e Jarrod Royal

MMA Post-Season Athletic Awards
e Salvador Espinosa Valdez: Golden
Gloves 165lb Middleweight Division
Winner; Outstanding Golden Gloves
Boxer

e Emiliano Hernandez Summers:
Golden Gloves 195lb Heavyweight
Division Winner

e Cody Hubbard: 3rd Place Golden
Gloves 155Ib Middleweight Division

e Osaretin Igbinedion: Honorable
Mention, All-Valley Basketball Team
e Bruno Lépez Alvarez: 2nd
Place Golden Gloves 151lb Light
Middleweight Division

e Brian Rodriguez: 3rd Place Golden
Gloves 141lb Welterweight Division

e Meng Yu Wang: 2nd Place Golden
Gloves 165Ib Middleweight Division

Outstanding Senior Alumni Award
e Eun Hyuk Kwak

President’s Athletic Award
e Osaretin Igbinedion

Rolls-Royce Pegasus Trophy for
Excellence in Aerospace Studies
e Cristobal Abella Eggleton

Salutatorian Award
e Eun Hyuk Kwak

The Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Medal
e Dylan Che

USMC Distinguished Athlete Award
e Jeremiah Ruvalcaba

Eighth-grader Seth McNair of Frisco, Texas, accepts
the Top Student Award from Superintendent Col R.
GlennHill.

USMC Music Excellence Award
e Robert Lauzon

USMC Scholastic Excellence Award
e William Bood

Valedictorian Award
e William Bood

Top Students

Top Students in Class

e Eighth-Grade Class: Seth McNair

e Freshman Class: Miguel Salinas

e Sophomore Class: Daniil Murashov
& Nikita Nemchuk

e Junior Class: Michael Huang

Top Students in Subjects

e English: Dylan Che

e Math: Tyler Weale

e Science: Xichen Wang

e Social Studies: James Calcagnini Jr.
e Foreign Language: Isaac Phillips III
e Computer Science: Kyle Rogers

e Band: Taylor Adamson

Other Recognition

Eighth-Grade Class

e José Alvarez Vitela

e Gabriel Brooks

e Christian Delgado

e Andrés Espafa Lara

e Everado Gomez Salazar
e Gerard Julien

e Seth McNair

e Alfred Nicolosi

e Samuel Nipp

e José Ochoa Villarreal

e Nolan Peet

e Kenneth Quoyeser

e Michell Reyes Mendez

Continued on Page 11
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Recognition

Continued from Page 10

e Kevin Schiefelbein
e Cameron Trembley
e Paiwen Wang

MMA Parents’ Organization

e Lisa Gladyszewski, President

e Liz Nonato-DeJesus, Vice-President
e Kim Miller, Treasurer

MMA Company Parents
¢ Alpha: Kendra Bell

e Delta: Tammie Royal

e Echo: Robyn Pomonis

e Fox: Brooke Williams

e Golf: Liz Nonato-Delesus

Parent’s Senior Plaque Presentation
e Lisa Gladyszewski, President

Teacher of the Year
e Tom Morton

United States Power Squadrons
Boating Course

¢ Nicholas Bailey

e Cheng Ying Chung

e Andrés Peréz Sepulveda

e Billy Sanders

University Scholarships

William Bood
e Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute

James Calcagnini Jr.

o Texas A&M University, Blinn Campus
o State University of New York Maritime
College

Patrick Church
e St. Leo University

Thomas Goaley
e Sam Houston State University

Osaretin Igbinedion
e Baylor University

Yizhou Ma

e Baylor University

e Drexel University

e University of Massachusetts Amherst

Thomas Miller Jr.
e Texas A&M University

Conner Perley
e The Citadel (Navy JRTOC Scholarship)
e Texas A&M University

Isaac Phillips III

e United States Naval Academy Prep
School

e United States Military Academy at
West Point Prep School

Alex Robertson
e Norwich University

Kyle Rogers
e University of Tulsa

Jarrod Royal

e Southern Nazarene University
e Baylor University

e The University of Kansas

Canyon Sanford
e University of Houston

Thomas Sheridan
e Norwich University

Service Academy Appointments

Isaac Phillips III

e United States Naval Academy Prep
School

e United States Military Academy at
West Point Prep School

To view and/or download photographs
of this assembly, go to Flickr.com/
Photos/MMAHarlingen and click
on the “Spring Academic & Sports
Awards” set.

Teacher of the Year

Tom Morton, who joined MMA in
August 1974, received the 2013
“Teacher of the Year” award at the
2013 Academic & Sports Awards
assembly on May 24.

For 36 years, Mr. Morton has taught
Social Science at MMA, which
includes Texas History, World
History, Government/Economics,
U.S. History and World Geography.

For almost as many years, he
has coached a variety of sports,
including football, basketball,
baseball, track and cross-country.
In fact, most cadets and alumni
still know him as “Coach” Morton.

As a first-time recipient of the
Teacher of the Year Award, Coach
Morton was taken back when he
heard his name.

“"After 36 years, I was completely
shocked,” he said. “The ovation
I received from the kids was
overwhelming. It really made up
for all those years.”

Continued on Page 14

Tom “Coach” Morton accepts the Teacher
of the Year Award from Superintendent Col
R. Glenn Hill.
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Private Pilot Status

Senior Renato Bordes Grappin
of Xalapa, Mexico, and Post-
graduate Cristobal Abella
Eggleton of Cordoba, Mexico,
earned their private pilot
certificate and were presented
with their air wings on May 13.

Senior Renato Bordes Grappin of Xalapa,
Mexico, (left) and Post-graduate Cristobal
AbellaEggleton of Cordoba, Mexico, receive
their air wings from Superintendent Col R.
Glenn Hill.

Eagle Scout Project

Freshman Preston King of
Dallas completed his Eagle Scout
project on April 13. King and his
team removed a dilapidated 76-
foot fence at the Literacy Center
of Harlingen and professionally
replaced and waterproofed it.
This project added beauty to the
non-profit agency and added
security for the residents of an
apartment complex next door.

Freshman Preston King of Dallas stands
before his fence with Linda Klowetter,
director of the Literacy Center of Harlingen.

Recognition
YPF Competition

Freshman José Tancredi Charur of San Antonio ranked first in his region at
the 4th Annual National Youth Physical Fitness Program (YPF) Competition.
Tancredi Charur earned a perfect score of 500. Though a handful of participants
in Region 5 — a region that comprises five states — also earned a perfect score,
Tancredi Charur placed above his competition because he held the top time
for the 300-yard shuttle run: 33 seconds.

Tancredi Charur belonged to a strong, six-man team. In fact, the MMA team
ranked third in Region 5 with a total of 2,400 points.

The members of the MMA team were: Senior Eugene Fairfax Il of San Antonio;
Sophomore Andre Mickel of Cleveland Heights, Ohio; Senior Thomas Miller of
Calabasas, Calif.; Senior Nathanael Ntumba of Arlington, Va.; Tancredi Charur;
and Freshman James Webb of Vero Beach, Fla.

On March 1, MMA drill instructor SSgt Alex Diaz tested all six athletes in five
events: push ups, sit ups, pull ups, 300-yard shuttle run and standing long
jump. The scores for MMA were submitted by mail in early March, and MMA
received the final results for the region a month later.

Sponsored by the United States Marines Youth Foundation, the annual YPF
contest is open to all Marine Corps JROTC units in the nation. The states that
fall under Region 5 are Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana and Southern
Mississippi.

(Left to right) Freshman James Webb of Vero Beach, Fla.; Sophomore Andre Mickel of Cleveland Heights,
Ohio; Senior Eugene Fairfax 11l of San Antonio; Freshman José Tancredi Charur of San Antonio; Senior
Nathanael Ntumba of Arlington, Va.; Senior Thomas Miller of Calabasas, Calif.; Superintendent Col R. Glenn
Hill; and SSgt Alex Diaz.
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Thirty-seven cadets received an
award for their distinguished military
achievement at the Cadet Miitary
Awards ceremony on May 25. Below
are the accolades and recipients.

MMA

Boy Scouts of the Year
e Robert Walter III
e Clayton Rhodes

Boy Scout Spirit Award
e Spencer Pascal

Boy Scout Sustained Superior
Leadership Award
e Patrick Church

Commandant of Cadet’'s Award
e Cody Hubbard

Drill Instructor Awards

e Company A: Qianbo Sang

e Company D: Bailey Wilhelm

e Company E: Javier Gil Humphrey
e Company F: Joel Gray

» Company G: Daniel Lépez Alvarez

Recognition
Cadet Military Awards

Senior Marine Instructor’'s Award
e [saac Phillips III

Superintendent’s Award
e Eun Hyuk Kwak

Other Awards

American Legion Bronze Award for
Military Excellence
e Jarrod Royal

American Legion Bronze Award for
Scholastic Excellence
e William Bood

American Veterans JROTC Award

e Thomas Sheridan

Association of Military Colleges &
Schools of the United States Award
e Niko Bakanec

Colonel H. W. Card Jr., USMC
(Retired) Inspirational Leadership
Award

e Thomas Miller Jr.

Daedalian JROTC Achievement Award
e José Rodriguez

Sophomore Diego Espinosa Valdez of Monterrey, Mexico, accepts the Military Order of the Purple Heart
Leadership Award from Guest Speaker Jason Gillman (left) and Board of Trustee Co-Chair Joe Pollard.

Daughters of the American
Revolution Award
e Nathan Logan

H. L. Hunley JROTC Award
e James Calcagnini Jr.

John Philip Sousa Music Award
e Patrick Church

Marine Corps Assocation Award
e Canyon Sanford

Military Officers Association of
America Award
e Brian Rodriguez

Military Order of the Purple Heart
Leadership Award
e Diego Espinosa Valdéz

National Rifle Association Club
Championship Award
e Jake May

National Sojourners Americanism
Award
e Baker Weil

Navy League Youth Award
e Chase Williams

Peacock Kadet Award
e Cody Hubbard

Reserve Officers Association JROTC
Award
e John Hay

Scottish Rite JROTC Award
e Dylan Che

Semper Fidelis Award
e Robert Walter III

Continued on Page 14
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Continued from Page 11

Coach Morton was not only
thankful to the cadets for the
award, but to the administrators
and drill instructors as well. By
working well with the staff, he can
better help his students.

Originally from Ridgeland, South
Carolina, Coach Morton holds a
bachelor's degree in Secondary
Education from Texas A&I
University in Kingsville, where he
double-majored in history and
health and physical education.

Coach Morton played football for
Texas A&I University in 1969 and
1970. Both of those years his team
won the national championship.
Coach Morton even played
professional football for the Atlanta
Falcons for a short time after
college. After leaving the Falcons,
he began his career at MMA.

This faculty member was also an
administrator at MMA for more
than 25 years. He was the athletic
director from 1978-1993 and then
again from 1998-2010. He was
especially proud of MMA in the
1980-81 school year, when the
football, basketball and track teams
went undefeated.

Though he has had offers from
other schools, Coach Morton
chooses to stay at MMA.

"I like working with the kids here,”
he said. "I love the environment,
and I like the people that I work
with. For the most part, it's a great
place to work.”

Recognition

Continued from Page 13 9th Grade

e Chaunce Lee
Sons of the American Revolution 10th Grade
Award e Bailey Wilhelm
e Meng Yu Wang

11th Grade
Third Marine Division Association Cody Hubbard
Award
« Kyle Rogers 12th Grade

e William Bood

Veterans of Foreign Wars
Award
e José Tancredi Charur

Women Marines Association
MCJROTC Award
e Thomas Goaley

Tawani Foundation Award

Best Overall Cadet
e William Bood

To view and/or download photographs
of this ceremony, go to Flickr.com/
Photos/MMAHarlingen and click on
the "Military Awards” set.

Alumni Affairs

Swimming With Sharks

Will Watson, Class of 1981, could not
attend the 2013 Alumni Reunion on
April 19 and 20 because he was in
Honduras — swimming with sharks!

Will Watson, Class of 1981

Father & Son

Bryan Broden, 1974-77, had the
honor of pinning the bars on his
Marine son'’s uniform on April 19 in
Quantico, Va. His son, Brandon, 2005-
06, is an officer in the U. S. Marine
Corps and was recently promoted to
second lieutenant.

Broden first attended MMA in 1974
as a seventh-grader. His Texas History
teacher, Tom “Coach” Morton, was a
rookie at the time.

Bryan Broden, 1974-77, congratulates his son
Brandon, 2005-06, after his promotion.
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Cadet of the Month - April

Porfirio Briones Castillo of Monterrey, Mexico - Alpha Company

Rank: Cadet Lance Corporal

Grade: 10, Activity: Weightlifting

Future educational goals: To be a plastic surgeon
Career goals: To attend Tecnoldgico de Monterrey

Daniil Murashov of St. Petersburg, Russia - Delta Company

Rank: Cadet Corporal

Grade: 10, Activity: Swimming

Future educational goals: Attend New York University
Career goals: A career in business

William Housley of Welch, Okla. - Echo Company

Rank: Cadet Corporal

Grade: 9, Activity: Swimming

Future educational goals: Attend college in Oklahoma
Career goals: Unsure

Thomas Miller of Calabasas, Calif. - Fox Company

Rank: Cadet Captain

Grade: 12, Activity: Swimming

Future educational goals: Attend Texas A&M University and major in economics
Career goals: Become an officer in the U. S. Marine Corps

Gaven Saxon of Cedar Park, Texas - Golf Company

Rank: Cadet Corporal

Grade: 12, Activity: Weightlifting

Future educational goals: Study avionics engineering
Career goals: Become a U. S. Marine Corps officer

William Martin of Houston - Drill Team

Company: Fox, Rank: Cadet Lance Corporal
Grade: 10, Activity: Drill Team

Future educational goals: Attend Baylor University
Career goals: Work in the maritime field

Robert Lauzon of Houston - Leatherneck Band

Company: Fox, Rank: Cadet Corporal

Grade: 11, Activity: Band

Future educational goals: Major in petroleum engineering at Texas A&M University
Career goals: Become a chemical engineer




MMA LEADER

Important Dates

e June 29: Summer camp
registration, 8 a.m. to noon

e July 26: Summer camp field
meet, 5 p.m.

e July 27: Summer camp
graduation, 9 a.m.

e Aug. 11: Football Camp check
in, by 3 p.m. & Leadership
Orientation check-in, by 6 p.m.
¢ Aug. 17: Registration for plebes,
8 a.m. to noon

¢ Aug. 18: Check-in for returning
cadets, by 6 p.m.

¢ Aug. 19-20: Military orientation
for plebes & Teacher in-service
days

¢ Aug. 21: Classes begin

e Sep. 14: Parents Organization
meeting, 8:30 a.m. & Introductory
Training Graduation, 10 a.m.

e Sep. 21: ACT, 8 a.m.

e Oct. 5: SAT, 8 a.m.

e Oct. 16: PSAT, 8:45 a.m.

e Oct. 9-11: First quarter exams

The MMA LEADER is a bi-monthly
publication for the patrons of Marine
Military Academy. To receive an
electronic version via e-mail, contact
Maj Harold Compton at 956-421-9409

or compton@MMA-TX.org.

Editor: Andi Atkinson
956.421.9235
atkinson@MMA-TX.org

Marine Military Academy

320 Iwo Jima Bivd.
Harlingen, TX 78550

956.423.6006
MMA-TX.org
The MMA Leader is printed
FedExOffice.
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Alumni Affairs

2012 Mini-Reunion

Five alumni from the Class of 2012 returned to MMA on May 25 to watch friends
from the Class of 2013 graduate. Unable to attend the 2013 Alumni Reunion
due to college projects and testing, some of them decided to see each other
the weekend of MMA's graduation. The “brothers” that were spotted at the
gradution ceremony were Aboira Irumudomon, Tanner May, Michael McGraw,
Caleb Reynolds and Joseph Shields. No matter the generation, the bonds forged

at MMA last a lifetime!

(Left to right) Tanner May, Caleb Reynolds, Aboira Irumudomon, Michael McGraw and Joseph Shields,
all Class of 2012

Institutional Advancement

In Memory

e Anastasia Karozi Cler
e Christine Cler

e Jake Cler

e Dr. George F. Diehl

e Ben Dowdey

e BGen Gordon D.
Gayle, USMC (Ret)

e MSgt Rowland C.
Gray, USMC (Ret)

e LtCol John O. Johnson,
USMC (Ret)

e SgtMaj Robert M.
Jodarski, USMC (Ret)

e Charles Manning

e Paul C. Mcllhenny

Recent Donations

¢ GySgt Otis D. Milligan,
USMC (Ret)

e M Col James R. "Jim”
O’'Mara, USMC (Ret)

e Dr. John Owens

e Glen H. Paine

e Jacqueline S.
Palamara

e Vincent R. Polidoro,
former Marine

e Tyler R. Secrest,
MMA 07

e Capt Robert J. Shirk,
USMC (Ret)

e Ken Sparks

e JoAnn Warren

In Honor

e Class of 2013

e Gwendolyn Carson,
MMA D-Co. DI-Wife
e MSgt Robert
Fracasso, USMC (Ret),
MMA F-Co. DI

e CWO3 Edward D.
Harris, USMC (Ret),
MMA A-Co. DI

e GySgt Frank
Martinez, USMC (Ret),
MMA E-Co. DI
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