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MMA Leader
Current information for our Special Friends.   Dedicated to our Cadets--Leaders of tomorrow.

CELEBRATING  41  YEARS OF  EXCELLENCE

A JOYFUL CELEBRATION

�TAKE COVER� TAKES ON A WHOLE NEW MEANING - THE EVER-POPULAR �COVER� TOSS!
Cadet Battalion Commander Edgard Steeg signals the graduating Class of 2008 and 71 cadet
covers take flight aboard MMA�s Colonel Philip Yeckel Auditorium on Saturday, May 17th.

The MARINE MILITARY ACADEMY develops disciplined, morally strong,
college-ready young men  who are prepared for responsible leadership.

As sixty-six graduating seniors and five
postgraduates exited the Academy�s
Yeckel Auditorium stage firmly clutching
proof-positive of all they have achieved
during their tenure aboard the Academy,
the audience rose to their feet in a
standing ovation, a crescendo if you will,
to the ceremonious graduation weekend
which began just the day before.

With a grand roll of the drum, the last day
of MMA Academic Year 2007-2008
began�Friday, May 16th, Morning Colors
at 8:30 a.m. in front of Coleman Hall.
MMA Cadet Battalion Commander Edgar
Steeg and his company � CHARLIE,
along with the entire Battalion staff
gathered in front of Coleman Hall to raise
Old Glory  one  last time as fellow cadets.
Cadet Steeg�s mother, Florence Dewavrin
and her videography company stood by,
recording the event as part of a
documentary to be aired in Europe later
in 2008.

�Whether here for
one year or five,
some intangible
piece of this school
will remain with
each and every one
of us for the rest of
our lives.�

-Nathaniel Keegan,
MMA Class of 2008

Continued on Pages 2-3

At 10 a.m. Friday, all gathered in MMA�s
Yeckel Auditorium to honor five fellow
cadets as they advanced to the peak rank
of Scouting: Eagle Scout.
�Cadet Phillip Garcia (junior), son of Mr.
and Mrs. Juan Jose Garcia of Houston,
Texas  �Project: Replant and relandscape
an underdeveloped decorative flower
garden at the corner of City Hall in
Harlingen, TX.
�Cadet James Flowers (junior), son of
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Arnold Flowers of
Colleyville, Texas �  Project: Paint and
refurbish a 1200 square foot room
formerly used by a First Methodist
Church-sponsored Scout troop as a
meeting room. It�s now transformed into
a church youth group meeting room.
�Cadet Samuel Fite (junior), son of
Lieutenant Colonel and Mrs. Larry Shane
Fite of Cherry Hill, New Jersey �  Project:

Paint and refurbish a former church
nursery into a community faith-based
counseling center for low-income citizens
(First Methodist Church of Harlingen).
�Cadet Andrew Lugo  (sophomore), son
of Mr. and Mrs. Ludo Mensch of Agoura,
Colorado �  Project:  Paint, refinish, and
relandscape a large outdoor prayer chapel
at the Good Samaritan Society of
Harlingen.
�Cadet Adam Anthony (junior), son of
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Knoch and Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Lawrence Anthony of Flower
Mound, Texas �  Project:  Completely
repair and refinish 13 outdoor benches
used by the elderly residents at the Good
Samaritan Society of Harlingen.

Academic and Spring Sports top
performers stepped forward to receive
their due awards at the 1:30 p.m. Friday
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Continued from Page 1

*  RADM  ROBERT  SMITH  III, USNR  (Ret)

assembly (see pages 7, 10-11).
Immediately following - MMA�s Class
of 2008, their families and friends, and
MMA faculty joined MMA President
BGEN Cheney for a late afternoon
celebratory reception in the MajGen
Douglas and Gwendolyn Peacher Hall.

Gathered together once again in MMA�s
Yeckel Auditorium, 11 a.m., RADM
Smith, USNR (Ret)*; MMA President
BGEN Cheney; Academic Dean John
Butler, Ph.D.; Assistant Dean Al Sosa;
and Commandant SgtMaj Kinsley led
the Graduation processional of faculty
forward to be seated on stage. Following
a warm welcome from BGEN Cheney,
Class of 2008 Salutorian Travis Duncan
and Valedictorian Nathaniel Keegan
addressed the Class of 2008 with
memories from the �growing years�
spent together, the graduating business
at hand, and visions of what would come
to be.  Following BGEN Cheney�s
introduction, RADM Smith delivered
the following stirring address: �...let me
express to you, the graduates, that it is a high honor
and distinct privilege to make brief remarks on
this very important day in your lives, your
graduation from this distinguished Academy.  It is
indeed humbling for me to stand before you today,
as I had the privilege of a similar experience when
I became a member of the Corps of Cadets at Texas
A&M University, 51 years ago this summer.  I know
that you are proud and excited to become a part of
the Marine Military Academy legacy and traditions
� the long red and gold line of cadets that have
experienced and shared your love for this Academy.
Without diminishing any of the accomplishments
of you graduates, perhaps the greatest sacrifices
and the most prayers have been expended by your
parents and families, who have provided the
resources encouragement, inspiration, the kick in
the rear or pat on the back � whatever may have
been necessary for this day to become a reality for
you.  Now you have prepared yourself for the next
phase of your life with the guidance, leadership,
instruction and stewardship of General Cheney,
his outstanding staff, faculty and your beloved drill
instructors? Never forget this day � it is important
� you have accomplished much � you have
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worked hard � you have proven that you can do
things that others cannot or are not willing to do.
You have been privileged to attend this very special
Academy � this very special school that has
produced extraordinary leaders in many and
various careers in the private sector, as well as in
the public sector and military service.  I know that
it has not been easy, and I know of the Spartan
and what may have seemed the rigid requirements
of everyday life that were necessary to complete
this highly disciplined and focused regimen and
curriculum � the mission of which was to prepare
you to assume your place in the legacy of MMA �
that is, as person highly prepared to enter college
and exercise responsible leadership.  I will say it
again � remember this day � you graduates are
standing together for the last time today in the
uniform of the nation�s cloth, and as you go forth
you will from time to time think of this day and of
other days and moments that you have had
together. Whatever your chosen profession, the
reflections you have about this experience � about
this Academy � will serve to remind you always
of service above self and the privilege to lead
others, to learn lasting values, the caring for each
other, the spirit so entwined from morning till night
and � yes, from an old Navy guy � Semper Fidelis
� always faithful to your country, mission and
the corps.  These reflections will remind you why
you were here and they will fortify you and
reinforce you when you face  challenges in the
years to come. And believe me, you will face
difficult choices, and you will know what the right
thing is to do, and you will be doing the right thing
for the right reasons. Clearly, I need not remind
anyone here today that we live in a world and in a
society that is violent, dangerous, uncertain and
all in all overwhelming.  Everyone is seeking an
answer to problems.  The way ahead for you
graduates is through leadership � you and your
parents have chosen well � you have made a
choice and you chose MMA � you cadets are a
step ahead, and the torch is being passed to you
by the long line of MMA graduates that were here
on these fields and in these halls in previous years.
You now have a slight advantage.  There will be
times when you must stand alone in making a
difficult or unpopular decision.  There will be times
that your views will conflict with others and even
with your superiors � those are the times when
your experience here at MMA will provide you a
basis for making a judgment on what is best for
your organization and the people that have been
entrusted to you.  Clearly, there are no easy
answers.  However, you have a step up in
leadership which, coupled with wisdom, will surely
bring resolution to seemingly unsolvable

difficulties.  Why is this so? � It is so because we
are Americans, and we do things.  As we look
beyond our peaceful surroundings here today, out
into the world in which you will carry out these
principles, I am struck by the similarities of the
challenges our nation faces now with those the
father of our country, General George Washington,
confronted in 1776.  Just before the defining battle
of Trenton and the crossing of the Delaware by
the Continental Army, another patriot, Thomas
Paine, described the situation in these immortal
words: �These are the times that try men�s souls:
The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will,
in this crisis, shrink from the service of his country;
but he that stands it now, deserves the love and
thanks of man and woman.  Tyranny, like hell, is
not easily conquered; yet we have this consolation
with us, that the harder the conflict, the more
glorious the triumph.�  The real test for leadership
is not if men will follow you in success, but if they
will stick by you in failure or defeat.  Which brings
me to a fundamental in leadership, and that is
humility � humility, above all attributes of
leadership, is one that deserves further note.
Perhaps the most important act of humility in our
great country was displayed by General George
Washington at Newburg, New York in 1783.  The
Continental Army had fought a long war � 8 long
years � and the congress of our new country was
refusing to pay the soldiers their salaries, and there
were many other grievances as well.  Talk and
actions for rebellion in the Continental Army
emerged, and there was a strong desire by many
to throw out our new government and make George
Washington king.  This, for a leader, was not a
situation that suggested telling his army what to

�I am on  my way to one
of the top engineering
schools in the nation
with experiences that
couldn�t be matched
with those that would
be obtained at any
other high school.�

-Travis Duncan,
MMA Class of 2008

Salutatorian

� Texas A & M graduate�B.A. in Agricultural
Economics

� 1977 Louisiana State University�s School of
Banking graduate

� 1962�Commissioned into United States
Navy serving in the Pacific, Washington
D.C., the Atlantic, retiring in 1996 as Chief
of Staff to Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet,
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii .  In 1987 earned
selection as Rear Admiral, later earning his
2nd star in 1991. Awards include Defense
Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit,
Meritorious Service Medal, Navy Unit
Commendation Award

� Naval War College graduate

� 1991�Completed National Security study
aboard John F.  Kennedy School of
Government at Harvard University

� 1968�Served as Secretary, Federal Reserve
Bank of  Dallas

� 1975�Served as Assistant Secretary, Board
of Governors of the Federal Reserve System

� Present Date�Serves as Federal Reserve
Bank�s Senior Vice President In Charge

� Ardent TX A & M  supporter, inducted in 2005
as Texas A & M University and The
Association of Former Students
Distinguished Alumnus

� Serves on Marine Military Academy�s Board
of Advisors
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The  Teacher of the Year Award is
     presented to one faculty member in
recognition of their quality of instruction
and for a recognized commitment to the
learning of our cadets. Teaching colleagues
and the administration participate in the
selection process. Factors strongly  consid-
ered when selecting the recipient include
the instructor�s commitment to teaching
excellence, leadership, and an exhibited
sense of professionalism both in and out of
the classroom.  The teacher selected is
presented with a $1,000 check and has their
photo  and name engraved on a plaque
which resides in Coleman Hall.  For the
2007-8 Academic Year, Mrs. Jodi Stryker,
MMA General Services Departmental
Chair, earns this prestigious selection.

Jodie Stryker is a native Texan...born and
raised in South Texas. She has eighteen
years of teaching experience and holds a
BA in English, a minor in Psychology and

GO FORTH AND TEACH! MMA PRESIDENT BGEN CHENEY
CONGRATULATES  A STUNNED JODIE STRYKER DURING
THE FRIDAY, MAY 16TH ACADEMIC AWARDS ASSEMBLY.

JODIE STRYKER Named MMA�s  2008 Teacher   of   the Year
has a Master�s degree in
Educational Technology. Jodie is
a lifetime member of the Alpha
Chi Honor Society. She joined
the MMA faculty in February
2002 and teaches Business
Computer Application Systems
and Business Computer
Information Systems classes.
Jodie relates, �What I appreciate
most about teaching here at
MMA is  the environment,
discipline and structure that
MMA offers.�

Outside of school Jodie enjoys
spending time with her husband
and two children with frequent
jaunts to nearby South Padre
Island and other areas of interest,
and cheering on the mighty
Leathernecks at various
sporting events.

do.  Obviously, inspiring his beloved army to do
the right thing for the right reasons was necessary.
General Washington stood before his senior
officers who had appealed for his guidance �
With his head slightly bowed he said �
�Gentlemen if you will permit me to put on my
spectacles, for I have not only grown gray but
almost blind, in service to my country.� You see,
war had taken its toll upon Washington
personally.  Many historians believe that this
moment was perhaps the most defining moment
in the course of the nation�s history � all that
our great nation has been able to accomplish may
stem from this simple act of humility � General
Washington reminded his men that he had never
left their side and that he was one of them.  He
said, �I have been the constant companion,
witness to your distress and not among the last to
feel and acknowledge your merits � I have ever
considered my own military reputation as
inseparably connected with that of the army.�
Following his remarks, Washington�s senior
officers lined up with tears in their eyes to show
their gratitude to the great general.  Henry Knox
was the first in line; Washington then embraced
his generals and others of his immediate staff,

kissed them on the cheek and bid
them a fond farewell.  With this
simple act of humility,
Washington defused the situation,
and the potential overthrow of our
young country dissipated almost
instantly. Napoleon near his death
said, they expected me to be
another Washington. Clearly
Washington�s careful use of
power, and his consistent refusal
to abuse power, is one of our most
enduring leadership lessons.
Accepting responsibility, as you
have learned at MMA, is an
essential aspect of character, and
likewise, refusing responsibility is
an act of dishonor.  We all make
mistakes, but it is how we atone

for those mistakes that makes all the
difference. Do not allow yourself to be
crushed by failure.  A leader must expect
some degree of failure and understand
the challenge of leadership is to succeed in spite
of those obstacles.  Think of others first, and as
the scripture says, � the first shall be last, and
the last shall be first � and to whom much is given,
much is expected � many are called, but few are
chosen.  Robert E. Lee said � do your duty �
you cannot do more, nor should you expect to do
less.  Just remember, the turtle on the fence post
did not get there by himself.  We all have had help,
and we all need help � Honor, commitment and
courage � we are a nation conceived in liberty,
and to you, the graduates of MMA Class of 2008,
it is your time to continue this great legacy of this
great Academy. There is an old ballad entitled,
�There Shall Be No Regrets,� which was sung
long ago by cadets with experiences similar to
yours.  I will paraphrase to some extent: �Warm
beats the hearts of all thy sons, Oh Marine Military
Academy. None but the true thy banner bear, none
but the staunch, thy emblem wear in war, in peace,
where duty leads, high flames thy spirit in their
deeds�. It is now your time to go forth to protect

our freedoms and liberties...MMA Class of
2008,...we have profound and enduring confidence
in you and what you will do for this nation and its
people. As an old sailor, I wish for you fair winds
and following seas. May God�s blessings be with
you always, and may God bless America.�

Academic Dean Dr. Butler then took his
post front and center stage�no
microphone was needed as he declared
the Class of 2008 as having met all
requirements for graduation, earning their
diploma as Marine Military Academy
graduates.

Please join Marine Military Academy
in wishing Class of 2008 FAIR

WINDS, FOLLOWING SEAS, and a
lifetime of MANY successes.

MMA Class of �08 Salutatorian Travis Duncan (far
right) is congratulated by RADM Smith, as proud MMA
President BGEN Cheney readies his grip (left).

GRADUATION DAY PROMPTS MANY PROUD
MOMENTS ABOARD MMA CAMPUS.  MMA Class of
�08 Valedictorian Nathaniel Keegan is all smiles - as
is  MMA President BGEN Cheney...OORAH!



Cadets of the Month for April ‘08
Each month a cadet is selected from each company, from the band and from the drill team, to be recognized for their
outstanding attitude, conduct and performance. Below are the selections for April with a comment from their Drill Instruc-
tor or activity coordinator.
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�Those selected are to be commended for their outstanding performance.� -  SgtMaj Ford Kinsley, USMC (Ret)
Commandant

CHARLIE COMPANY
DALTON  C.  HACKETT

Junior - Texarkana, TX
�Cadet Hackett has come a

long way and has always done
an outstanding  job. He demon-

strates good skills and maintains
good military conduct at all
times. During CCQ,, Cadet

Hacket�s  academic subjects are
conducted in an outstanding

manner. He sets the bar high as
an excellent example for all to

follow.�
- GySgt Antonio Aguilar

DELTA COMPANY
PATRICK  MORRIS
Junior - Clayton, CA
�Cadet Morris has demon-
strated excellent potential and
has performed his duties as
Cadet Squad Leader in an
excellent manner.  As a result of
his performance, can-do attitude
and unselfish work ethic he has
earned this prestigious nomina-
tion.�
 - SgtMaj Larry Carson

ECHO COMPANY
ANDRE   BOYCE
Junior - San Antonio, TX
�Cadet Boyce is an outstanding
first year cadet who entered at
midterm. He�s very mature and is
an excellent leader with others.
Cadet Boyce always sets a good
example in the barracks on a
daily basis. He is an outstanding
squad leader, learns quickly, and
always tries to give good advice
to cadets in his squad and  pla-
toon.�  - GySgt Frank Martinez

FOX COMPANY
DAVID  WADE

Freshman  - Richardson, TX
�As a first year cadet, Cadet Wade
has made leaps and bounds within
Fox Company. Assigned as Cadet

Squad Leader with 1st Platoon, his
initiative, leadership by example and
Cadet welfare, and representation of
the company has put him to the top.
His can-do attitude and exceptional

performance earns him this presti-
gious nomination. It is a pleasure to

have him on our team.
 - MSgt Robert Fracasso

GOLF COMPANY
JORDAN  LEVINSON

Junior - Cypress, TX
�Cadet Levinson is a fine

young man with a very bright
future. He is a Cadet that takes
action in the absence of orders.

He is destined to become one
of the future leaders in Golf

Company.  Cadet Levinson has
earned this well-deserved

recognition.�
 - SgtMaj Albert Wilson

BANDSMAN
PATRICK  DAVIS
Senior - Brenham, TX
�Cadet Davis has without a doubt
been one of the most steadfast, loyal,
dedicated members of MMA Band
I�ve had the privilege to work with in
the 10 years I�ve been at MMA. He�s
most punctual, never misses a
rehearsal or performance, and is
never late. He tries to glean every
piece of knowledge he can about
subject matter. Patrick has set a great
example for his underclassmen.�
- CWO3 Ed Harris

DRILL TEAM/COLOR GUARD
STEVEN  IRVINE
Sophomore - Clinton, CT
�As a second year cadet, Cadet
Irvine consistently maintains a
positive attitude, keeping the
team�s morale on �high�.
Assigned to the Drill Team, his
dedication, initiative and
positive attitude of performing
at the top is why he earns
selection for this honor. It is a
pleasure to have him on our
team. We all look forward to
working with him.�
- MSgt Robert Fracasso

ALPHA COMPANY
SAMUEL  R.  ARNHOLZ II

Freshman  - Mansfield, TX
� Cadet Arnholz is extremely well

behaved, courteous and forthright since
his arrival in Jan. �08. He works

diligently at improving his personal
appearance and fitness, and the results
are very noticeable. He�s punctual and
meets every assignment given him in a

more than timely manner. I am very
proud of his progress, and I expect to see

this great young man rise through his
time here at MMA., becoming a cadet we

will all know for very positive at-
tributes.� - CWO3 Ed Harris
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Military Department Promotions
The following named CADETS have earned promotion to the Rank/ Billet  indicated below:

ALPHA

ARNHOLZ II, SAMUEL R: Cadet Lance
Corporal; Squad Member

BARROSO, LORENZO: Cadet Corporal;
Fire Team Leader

BAUNACH, ROBERT B: Cadet Private
First Class; Squad Member

BAZBAZ, ALEJANDRO D: Cadet Lance
Corporal; Squad Member

BLAINE, ADAM E: Cadet Gunnery
Sergeant; Platoon Sergeant

BROWN, CODY G: Cadet Lance
Corporal; Squad Member

CARR, JOSHUA P: Cadet Private First
Class; Squad Member

DAVIS, STEPHEN K: Cadet Corporal;
Fire Team Leader

FRAZIER, SLADE R: Cadet Lance
Corporal; Squad Member

GARCIA VALDEZ, MOISES: Cadet
Lance Corporal; Squad Member

HAMPTON, ANDREW T: Cadet Lance
Corporal; Squad Member

HANNE, JOHN R: Cadet Lance
Corporal; Squad Member

LAM, DERRICK S: Cadet Gunnery
Sergeant; Platoon Sergeant

MICHALAK, RYAN A: Cadet Corporal;
Fire Team Leader

OKAH, TARI E: Cadet Lance Corporal;
Squad Member

POSAS, CARTER M: Cadet Private First
Class; Squad Member

SCHENCK, KYLE M: Cadet Sergeant;
Squad Leader

SMITH, BROOKS H: Cadet Corporal;
Fire Team Leader

WEBSTER, JONATHAN G: Cadet Staff
Sergeant; Company Guidon Bearer

WITKOWSKI, CHRISTOPHER M: Cadet
Corporal; Fire Team Leader

ZORRILLA, GUILLERMO X: Cadet Staff
Sergeant; Platoon Guide

CHARLIE

ALEXANDER, ANDREW E: Cadet Major;
Company Commander

GODFREY, STEVEN R: Cadet Captain;
Company Executive Officer

HENG, DAVID: Cadet First Lieutenant;
Platoon Commander

DELTA

ASHCRAFT, JACOB S: Cadet Private
First Class; Squad Member

BARRY, SHANE C: Cadet Lance
Corporal; Squad Member
CAMARENA, JOSHUA K: Cadet
Corporal; Platoon Guide

ENGELKING, CRAWFORD A: Cadet
Private First Class; Squad Member

HAWKINS, CODY J: Cadet Lance
Corporal; Squad Member

JOSLIN, DYLAN R: Cadet Lance
Corporal; Squad Member
MOORE, GABRIEL J: Cadet Private
First Class; Squad Member

MORRIS, PATRICK W: Cadet Lance
Corporal; Squad Member
ROY, JOHN W: Cadet Second
Lieutenant; Public Affairs Officer

YANG, FAN: Cadet Major; Company
Commander

ECHO

BARRERA, JOSE P: Cadet Lance
Corporal; Squad Member

BOYCE, ANDRE T: Cadet Sergeant;
Platoon Sergeant

CARDINAL, JAMES M: Cadet Corporal;
Squad Leader

COX, ALEXANDER C: Cadet Corporal;
Squad Leader

HASBROOK, WILLIAM A: Cadet
Sergeant; Company Clerk

FULLER, ZACHARY M: Cadet Sergeant;
Squad Member

GUAJARDO, VIRGILIO A: Cadet Staff
Sergeant; Platoon Commander

LEDESMA VILLARREAL, JORGE A:
Cadet Staff Sergeant; Company First
Sergeant

NOLLEY, NICHOLAS M: Cadet
Sergeant; Platoon Sergeant

ECHO - cont�d

OROZCO, MATTHEW: Cadet Staff
Sergeant; Company Gunnery Sergeant

ORTIZ ORNELAS, ALEJANDRO A:
Cadet Lance Corporal; Squad Member

PATEL, KAVIN: Cadet Corporal; Squad
Leader

REED, RYAN B: Cadet Sergeant;
Platoon Guide

REED, RYAN B: Cadet Corporal; Squad
Leader

ULLRICH, PSALM A: Cadet Staff
Sergeant; Company Guidon Bearer

FOX

CERRILLO, ANTONIO R: Cadet Lance
Corporal; Squad Leader

CERRILLO, LUIS V: Cadet Lance
Corporal; Squad Member
MARTINEZ, ANDREW J: Cadet First
Sergeant Company; First Sergeant
MLEKUSH, TRENTON T: Cadet Lance
Corporal; Squad Member

NGO, THIEN B: Cadet Lance Corporal;
Squad Member

OSMUN, SETH G: Cadet Lance
Corporal; Squad Member

SCIANO, JAMES A: Cadet Private First
Class; Squad Leader
TESAR, HUNTER B: Cadet Second
Lieutenant; Platoon Commander

VILLARREAL, ANGEL E: Cadet Second
Lieutenant; Platoon Commander

WADE, DAVID I: Cadet Lance Corporal;
Squad Leader

GOLF

BUTLER, MARTIN J: Cadet Sergeant;
Squad Leader
GANNON, KYLE T: Cadet Staff Ser-
geant; Squad Leader
GRAHAM, MALIQUE D: Cadet First
Lieutenant; Platoon Commander

HAAG, NICHOLAS J: Cadet Lance
Corporal; Squad Member

HINZ, NICHOLAS D: Cadet Lance
Corporal; Squad Member

MCMICHAEL, JACOB A: Cadet Lance
Corporal; Squad Member

TANNEHILL, JOSEPH P: Cadet First
Lieutenant; Platoon Commander

YANG, TIANYI: Cadet Sergeant;
Assistant Squad Leader
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CLASS  OF  2008 TOP ELEVEN

Cadet Captain Nathaniel Keegan Cadet Captain Colt Marcyan Cadet Captain Dong K. ShinCadet 1st Lieutenant Nicholas George

Cadet Captain Emmanuel Castro Cadet Lieutenant Colonel Travis Duncan Cadet Captain Jason FranksCadet Captain Andrew Alexander

Cadet 2nd Lieutenant Hanzi Wang Cadet Captain Fan YangCadet Colonel Edgar Steeg

FIVE YEAR
PLANK HOLDERS

�The Academy has  shown me that
determination is what I must pur-
sue in order to succeed � giving up
is never an option. Reaching my
academic goals and achieving top
class ranking are what I�m most
proud of, and I thank my Dad for
all the encouragement, support and
continued inspiration through it
all.�

�This past year�s achievements
have made me the most proud of
myself. Earning the responsibility
of Battalion Staff Member is one of
my top accomplishments, along
with getting really good grades and
the GPA to do what I want to do
next...Purdue University. My
parents gave me unconditional
support and encouragement.�

�MMA  helped me develop the dis-
cipline I needed to manage my own
life and consequences without re-
lying on my parents.  I attribute a
great deal of my inspiration to up-
perclassmen who demonstrated to
me during my underclassman years
that hard work and dedication
would always be rewarded
appropriately...they set a standard
I was determined to meet.�

�The Academy definitely helped
me to create and define my work
ethic.  My Drill Instructor helped
me out a lot with his constant
support.  My friends at MMA
have always been supportive, too,
and offered a lot of good advice.
One thing I can tell any freshman
is to work very hard or you will
not get into a good college!�

�At MMA I�ve learned to be indepen-
dent and take pride in what I achieve.
My Drill Instructor, Gunny Martinez,
always motivated me to do better, was
there for me when I was working
through personal issues. Through his
motivation and what I�ve learned
here at the Academy, I�ve earned
ranking as Company Executive Of-
ficer and furthered my studies and
grade point average.�

�Early on, I made a personal
decision to take advantage of the
opportunities presented to me here
at the Academy, means by which I
worked to improve myself. What
MMA gave me came in the form of
life experiences as well as many
opportunities that are unique to the
average high school student.�

�My years at the Academy helped
me become mature while learning
to be my own person, and
especially assisted me with getting
into the college of MY choice. My
grandfather inspired me to keep
going when things got tough.  Every
time I was able to see him, he would
say how proud he is of me�that
made me strive for more.�

�I�m better prepared to meet
challenges later in life because the
Academy has helped me find the
tools both mentally and physically.
My Drill Instructor Gunnery
Sergeant Frank Martinez kept me
on task and made me a better
man�so did my friends at MMA.
Here�s what word of advice I have
for underclassmen: �If  you can�t go
OVER the fence, go AROUND.�

�The foremost attribute I gained
from MMA is becoming a better
leader.  At MMA, I learned to have
more confidence in myself, the abil-
ity to make good decisions.  My
mother always encouraged me, es-
pecially during the few times I was
ready to give up. Because of her en-
couragement, I was able to achieve
a lot more than I ever dreamed pos-
sible while here at MMA.�

�MMA assisted me in discovering the
proper way to make myself stronger,
both physically and mentally, through
training and helping me build my
confidence.  Cadets who earned
academic awards and those that were
outstanding military performers
inspired me to do more, and I did, with
placement on the President�s List within
one year. What I can tell underclassmen
who want to excel is that nothing is
impossible�go for your goals!�

�MMA turned me from a young boy
into a young man! My Drill Instructor,
SgtMaj Carson, helped me out a lot.
He provided me with great
opportunity to become a good leader,
and from working with him I learned
how to become a better man. For
underclassmen, I have these words of
advice: �Don�t wallow and dislike
every minute you�re here � use this
time to your advantage and do the
very best you can.  You�ll be the better
man for it!�

The cadets here named have attended
the Marine Military Academy for five
years and as such, are designated as
PLANK HOLDERS. They receive an
engraved plaque. With this plaque go
the thanks and appreciation of the
Marine Military Academy
administration, faculty and staff for
them and their parent�s decision
choosing MMA as the school to attend.
We truly do appreciate their decision
and wish them well as they continue
their education. This year�s Plank
Holders are:

� Cadet Kyle Thomas Gannon
� Cadet Capt Nathaniel Edward

Keegan
� Cadet Capt Robert Brandon

Motheral
� Cadet 1st. Lt Abdur Rahman

Olajuwon
� Cadet Col Edgar Elliot Steeg



Marine Military Academy
President�s Award
Awarded to a member of the senior
class who has demonstrated outstand-
ing leadership ability, excellence in
scholastic achievement, active partici-
pation in extracurricular activities, and
who best personifies the most out-
standing cadet in the academic year.

Cadet Edgar Steeg

American Legion Bronze Medal for
Scholastic Excellence
Awarded to a member of the senior
class who has achieved scholastic ex-
cellence in all academic courses to in-
clude JROTC subjects. This cadet must
have demonstrated qualities of leader-
ship and actively participated in stu-
dent activities such as student organi-
zations, constructive activities or
sports.              Cadet Nathaniel Keegan

American Legion Bronze Medal for
Military Excellence Award
Awarded to a member of the senior
class who has maintained an excellent
academic standing, including all
JROTC subjects, and who has demon-
strated outstanding qualities in military
leadership, discipline, character and
citizenship.

Cadet Andrew Alexander

Reserve Officers Association Award
Awarded to a first-year cadet who has
demonstrated an outstanding combina-
tion of military, academic and athletic
achievements during the academic
year.                           Cadet Fan Yang

Association of Military Schools and
Colleges of the United States Award
Awarded to a cadet who has demon-
strated to a high degree, the combina-
tion of academic and military excel-
lence and leadership potential.

Cadet  Jason Franks

Marine Military Academy Com-
mandant of Cadets� Award
Awarded to a member of the junior
class who has demonstrated outstand-
ing leadership ability; excellence in
scholastic achievement, active partici-
pation in extracurricular activities, and
who best personifies the underclass
cadet with the most potential for lead-
ership in the next academic year.

Cadet David Rodriguez

The Military Officers Association
Award
Awarded to a member of the junior
class who is in the top ten percent of
his class, has an "A" in military sci-
ence, holds a staff noncommissioned
officer billet with the capability and ex-
pectation of being promoted to a cadet
officer rank in his senior year.

Cadet Alejandro Juarez Salazar

National Rifle Association Club
Championship Award
Awarded to a cadet for excellence in marks-
manship as a member of the General Vernon
E. Megee Rifle Club.  This award can only
be received once.                    Cadet Flint Yerian

The Weisenberger Distinguished
Marksmanship Trophy
Awarded to the outstanding overall shooter
on the MMA Varsity Rifle Team.

Cadet Joseph Tannehill

John Philip Sousa Music Award
Awarded in to a cadet who has demonstrated
outstanding achievement and interest in in-
strumental music, singular merit in loyalty
and cooperation, and who has displayed those
high qualities of conduct that school instru-
mental music requires.

Cadet Michael Karfunkle

Colonel H.Wm. Card Jr., USMC (Re-
tired) Inspirational Leadership Award
Awarded to the graduating cadet officer who
best personifies the qualities of honor, integ-
rity, responsibility and loyalty to subordinates
so essential to effective leadership.

Cadet Travis Duncan

The Women Marines Association
MCJROTC Award
Awarded to the most outstanding second-year
MCJROTC cadet with excellent academic
accomplishment and citizenship, with the
highest leadership education grades for his

group.
Cadet William Tipton

The Third Marine Division Award
Awarded to a member of the senior class who
has demonstrated an outstanding combina-
tion of military and academic achievement,
given in the name of those who have served
under the banner of the Third Marine Divi-
sion.

Cadet Steven Godfrey

The Military Order of the Purple Heart
Award
Presented to a cadet who has demonstrated
an outstanding degree of leadership poten-
tial and ability.                Cadet Manuel Sierra

Drill Instructor's Award
Awarded to a cadet, selected by his Drill In-
structor, who is worthy of special recognition.

Company A
                        Cadet Adam Blaine

Company C
           Cadet Jose Tapia Cervantes

Company D
                Cadet Joshua Camarena

Company E
  Cadet Fernando Ledesma Villarreal

Company F
                           Cadet James Miller

Company G
                  Cadet Nicholas La Cava
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Awards continued on Page 10

Sons  of the American Revolution
Award
Awarded to a cadet who has good character,
adherence to military discipline, leadership
ability, and patriotic understanding of the
importance of JROTC training.

Cadet Derrick Lam

Daughters of the American Revolution
Award
Awarded to a cadet with an excellent aca-
demic record, who has demonstrated depend-
ability and good character, adherence to mili-
tary discipline, leadership ability, and a fun-
damental and patriotic understanding of the
importance of JROTC training.

Cadet Ryan Fitch

Veterans of Foreign Wars  Award
Awarded to a cadet who has shown the most
overall improvement in academic and mili-
tary standing during the current school year.

Cadet Dylan Joslin

Senior Marine Instructors Award
Awarded to a cadet who distinguishes him-
self through superior performance, outstand-
ing proficiency and achievement in all facets
of the MCJROTC program.

Cadet Robert Motheral

The Marine Corps Association Award
Presented to member of the senior class who
is the honor graduate of his JROTC unit.

 Cadet Dong K. Shin

The Naval Reserve Association  Award
Awarded to a senior who has demonstrated
superior achievement during the academic
year.

Cadet Kyle Wagener

National Sojourners Americanism
Award
Awarded to a member of the junior class who
has demonstrated, by his actions and attitude,
outstanding patriotism and Americanism, as
well as noteworthy leadership within the
Corps of Cadets.

Cadet Lane Wright

Semper Fidelis Award
Awarded to a first year cadet who has been
faithful to his school; displayed selfless,
steadfast spirit and devotion to the
MCJROTC program, as well as the school
and its activities; maintained excellent aca-
demic achievements; and demonstrated out-
standing citizenship habits.

Cadet Michael Miller
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William Akin
of Liverpool, NY
�Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute
�Rochester Institute Of
Technology *
�SUNY Binghampton

Lindsey (Wesley) Cox
of Plano, TX
�Norwich U.

Brandon Fritz
of Shalimar, FL
�Texas Tech U.*
�U. of Texas at San
Antonio

Angel Gonzalez De Leon
of Mexico

� U. of Texas at Pan
American *

Nathaniel Keegan
� Massachusetts Institute
of Technology*
�Navy ROTC Scholarship
�Purdue U.
�Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute

Ashwick Li
of Hong Kong
�Northeastern Illinois U.
�Stephen F. Austin
State U.*

Jorge Molina
of Mexico

�Texas A&M: Kingsville*
�U. of Texas at Pan

American
�U. of Texas at San

Antonio

Andrew Ruffin
of Houston, TX
�Baylor
�Louisiana State U.
�Rose-Hulman U.*
�U. of Houston: Main

Andrew Alexander
of Galveston, TX

�Georgia Institute Of
Technology
�Purdue U.

�U. of Texas at
Austin *

Thibault Dacy
of Houston, TX
�Texas A&M U.:
College Station*
�Texas A&M:
Galveston

Zachary Fuller
of Kennedale, TX

�U. of Houston: Main
�U. of Texas at

Arlington*
�U. of Texas at San

Antonio

Malique Graham
of Harlingen, TX
�Sam Houston State
U.*
�U. of Texas at
Brownsville
�U. of Texas at Pan
American

James Liantonio
of Plantation, FL

� Valencia
Community College*

Mauricio Mora
of Mexico
�Monterrey Tech U.*
�Texas State U.
�Texas Tech U.
�U. of Texas at San
Antonio

Dongkwon Shin
of Korea
�Baylor*

�Houston Baptist U.
�Texas Christian U.

�Texas A&M: Corpus
Christi

�U. of Texas at Arlington
�U. of Texas at Austin

Axel Bierbaum-
Mendez of Mexico
�Universidad
Iberoamericana*

Patrick Davis
of Brenham, TX

�Texas A&M U. College
Station

�Texas A&M:
Galveston *

�Texas Lutheran U.
�U. of Houston: Main

Kyle Gannon
of Denton, TX
�Houston Baptist U.
�Norwich U.
�Texas Tech U.*
�The Citadel

John Gray
of Cape Coral, FL

�United States
Marine Corps*

James Liguori
of San Carlos, CA
�North Idaho College
�United States Coast
Guard*

Robert Motheral
of Kerrville, TX

�Tarleton State U.*
�Texas Lutheran U.

Manuel Sierra
Studio CIty, CA
�Los Angeles City
College
�U. of Texas at
Brownsville*

Emmanuel Castro
of Houston, TX

�Baylor
�Houston Baptist U.

�Purdue U.*
�U. of Houston: Main

Stephen  Davis
of Plano, TX
�Texas Tech U.*
�U. of Arkansas -
Fayetteville
�U. of Nevada: Las
Vegas

Peng Gao
of Spring, TX

�Baylor*
�U. of Houston:

Main
�Pepperdine U.
�U. of California

David Heng
of Corsicana, TX
�Baylor
�Sam Houston State U.
�Stephen F. Austin
State U.
�Texas State U.
�Texas Tech U.*
�U. of Houston: Main

Richard Major
of Bixby, OK

�Tulsa Community
College*

�U. of Tulsa

Abdhur Olajuwon
Huntsville, TX
�Angelo State U.*

Derek Sooby
of Houston, TX
�Texas State U.

�Texas Tech U.*
�U. of Houston: Main

Valedictorian
Valedictorian
Valedictorian
Valedictorian
Valedictorian

Emiliano Trevino
of Houston, TX
�NW Arkansas

Community College *
�U. of Texas at San

Antonio

Patrick Viers
of Coto De Caza,
CA
�Saddleback
College*
�San Diego State
U.

Angel Villarreal
of Chicago, IL

� U. of Texas at
Brownsville*

Ryan Vogel
of Boerne, TX
�United States
Marine Corps*

* Indicates  College of Choice  /  U. = University

CLASS  OF  2008
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Daniel Telor
of South River, NJ
�United States Marine
Corps*

Mario Cepeda
of Mexico
�Houston Baptist U.
�St John�s U.
�U. of Houston:
Downtown
�Texas A&M:
Kingsville*

Christopher Dougherty
of United Kingdom

�Galveston College
�Lamar Institute of

Technology
�U. of Texas: Brownsville*

Marlon Garza
of Mercedes, TX
�U. of Texas at San
Antonio*

Raul Isern
of Lumberton, TX
�Highlands U. of

New Mexico
�Lamar U.

�Stephen F. Austin
State U.

�Texas State U.*

Colt Marcyan of IL
�Bradley U.
�Dominican U. of California
�Indiana U.: Bloomington
�Navy ROTC Scholarship
�Southern Illinois U. at Carbondale
�The Citadel*
�U. of Hartford
�U. of Massachusetts: Amherst
�U. of Tampa
�United States Merchant Marine Academy

Garrett Paylor
of Raleigh, NC
�United States
Marine Corps*

Edgar Steeg
Palm Desert, CA
�Texas Tech U.*
�U. of Houston: Main

Michael Chatelle
of Las Vegas NV

�Norwich U.*

Logan Eisele
of New York City, NY
�CUNY John Jay
School Of Justice

 �Norwich U.*

Cody Gebert
of Richmond, TX

�Texas A&M:
Galveston*

�U. of Alaska: Fairbanks

Michael Jones
of Kingwood, TX
�Baylor
�U. of Incarnate
Word
�St John�s U.
�Texas Tech U.*

Trey Marshall
of Westminster,

MD
�Carroll College*

Charles Perry
of Darnestown, MD
�Fairmont State U.
�Johnson & Wales U.
�Montgomery College
�West Virginia U.:
Morgantown
�United States Army
National Guard*

Joseph Tannehill
of Los Angeles, CA

�U. of Missouri:
Columbia*

Lance Comer
of Orlando, FL
�Santa Fe
Community College
�U. of Alabama*

Ryan Fitch
of Sun City, CA

�Norwich U.*

Nicholas George
of Charlotte, NC
�Texas A&M: Corpus
Christi
�U. of Texas at
Brownsville*

Nicholas La Cava
of Buena Park, CA

�United States Marine
Corps*

Thomas Mc Donough
of Westbrook, CT
�Johnson & Wales U.
�St John�s U.
�Suffolk U.*
�U. of Hartford

Ryan Pinto
of Houston, TX

�Sam Houston State U.
�U. of Houston:

Downtown
�U. of Houston: Main*

�U. of Texas at San
Antonio

Jason Franks
of Houston, TX
�Georgia Institute Of
Technology
�Northeastern U.
�Purdue U.
�Texas A&M U.: College
Station
�U. of Texas at Austin*

Jorge Cortina
of Mexico

�Tecnologico de
Monterrey *

Fernando Ledesma
of Mexico
�Our Lady Of The Lake
�Texas A&M:
Kingsville*

Stephen Godfrey
of Jacksboro, TX

�Stephen F. Austin
State U.*

�Tarleton State U.

Ryan Michalak
of Humble, TX

�Lonestar College
�U. of Texas at
San Antonio*

John Roy
of Harlingen, TX
 �U. of Texas at
Brownsville*

Hunter Tesar
of Aiea, HI
� Leeward

Community College*

Travis Duncan
of Houston, TX

� Colorado School Of Mines
� GA Institute Of Technology

�  Purdue U.
� Texas A&M U.:
College Station

� U. of Texas at Austin *

Salutatorian
Salutatorian
Salutatorian
Salutatorian
Salutatorian

Nicolaos Vrettos
of Deer Park, TX

�United States
Marine Corps*

Kyle Wagener
of Redondo Beach,
CA
�California
Polytechnic,
Pomona
�Califoria Maritime
Academy*

Hanzi Wang
of China

�Baylor
�Texas A&M U.
College Station
�U. of Houston:

Main
�U. of Texas at

Austin*

Fan Yang
of China
�Baylor*
�U Of Houston:
Main *

* Indicates  College of Choice  /  U. = University

Colleges Applied To and Accepted AtColleges Applied To and Accepted AtColleges Applied To and Accepted AtColleges Applied To and Accepted AtColleges Applied To and Accepted At



Lance Corporal Richard �Tex�
Anderson Achievement Award
Awarded to:               Cadet Jeffrey Drake

Cadet Scott Courtney, Jr.
Cadet Colt Marcyan

Peacock Military Academy Alumni
Association Award
Awarded to:              Cadet Edgar Steeg

Cadet David Rodriguez

TAWANI Charitable Foundation, Incor-
porated
Awarded to cadets in grades 9 through 12
who best exemplify the concept of the "Citi-
zen Soldier" through academic achievement,
physical fitness, community service and mili-
tary knowledge.
9th Grade           Cadet Thomas Parrott
10th Grade           Cadet William Tipton
11th Grade                 Cadet Flint Yerian
12th Grade      Cadet Nathaniel Keegan
Best Overall          Cadet William Tipton

Scouts of the Year
8th Grade             Cadet Nicholas Haag
Assistant Scoutmaster

Cadet William Akin
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Many, Many Heartfelt Thanks To:
A supportive Parents� Organization. These parents pitch in and support the Corps of Cadets
with many different endeavors...from birthday and pizza parties to off-campus field trips and
generous contributions. They offer great support to MMA Faculty and Staff--they�re an
integral part of MMA.

PRESIDENT: Elizabeth Tipton
VICE-PRESIDENT: Bob Parrott

SECRETARY: Alice Oliver-Parrott
TREASURER: Alice Oliver-Parrott

COMPANY PARENTS:
ALPHA Company Parent: Susan Major
CHARLIE Company Parent: Paul and

Pamela Cox
DELTA Company Parent: Manuelita

Barbara Carter
ECHO Company Parent: Bill Hasbrook

FOX Company Parent: Bruce and  Linda
Motheral

GOLF Company Parent: Paula Karfunkle
MMAPO President Elizabeth Tipton presents MMA
President BEGN Cheney with this year�s plaque-
inscribed with the names of graduating seniors
and post-graduates.

Military Awards,
cont�d.
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ATHLETIC  AWARDS
POST SEASON ATHLETIC AWARDS - These cadets earn recognition  for exceptional athletic
performance during post-season competition in their chosen sports:

Cadet Asa Adair - 1st Team All-District & Honorable Mention, Baseball
Cadet Brandon Barker - 1st Team All-District & Honorable Mention, Baseball

Cadet Adam Blaine  - State Qualifier & All-Valley Team, Swimming
Cadet Blake Bozer  - 1st Team All-District, & 1st Team All-State, Baseball

Cadet Mitchell Coleman - State Qualifier, Swimming
Cadet Scott Courtney  - 2nd Team All-District, Football

Cadet Alexander Cox - State Qualifier, Track
Cadet Thomas Davis - 2nd Team all-District, Football

Cadet Sam Fite - 2nd Team All-district, Soccer
Cadet Jason Franks - 2nd Team All-District, Soccer

Cadet Tanen Goodall - 1st Team All-District & 1st Team All-State, Baseball
Cadet Malique Graham - Monitor 1st Team All-Valley; Rio Grande Valley Coaches Association
2nd Team All-Valley; Texas Association of Sports Officials East-West All-Star Game; Basketball

Rio Grande Valley Basketball Coaches Association All-Star Game; 1st Team All-District,
2nd Team All-State; All RGV Team, Basketball

Cadet Duran Hollis - 1st Team All-District; 2nd Team All-State, Football; 1st  Team All-District;
1st  Team All-State, Rio Grande Valley Basketball Coaches Association;  1st  Team All-Valley;

Monitor 2nd Team All-Valley;  Valley Morning Star 2nd  Team All-Valley; TAPPS All-Star Game,
Texas Association of Basketball; Coaches All-State MVP District 4-6A, Basketball;

State Qualifier, Track
Cadet Derrick Lam - State Qualifier, Swimming

Cadet Fernando Ledesma - 1st Team All-District & Honorable Mention All-State, Soccer
Cadet Mauricio Licardo - State Qualifier, Swimming

Cadet Thomas Linton - 4th Place State Meet, Wrestling
Cadet Juan Pablo Lopez - 1st Team All-District & 2nd Team All-State, Soccer

Cadet Brent Middleton - State Qualifier, Track
Cadet Jorge Molina - 2nd Team All-District, Soccer

Cadet Robert Motheral - 1st Team All-District, Football
Cadet Nicholas Nolley - 1st Team All-District & 2nd Team, Baseball

Cadet Tari Okah - State Qualifier, Track
Cadet Ryan Reed - State Qualifier, Swimming

Cadet Andrew Ruffin - 1st Team All-District, Football
Cadet Brooks Smith - State Qualifier, Swimming

Cadet Taylor Smith - 1st Team All-District & Honorable Mention, Baseball
Cadet Edgar Steeg - State Qualifier, Swimming

Cadet Johnathan Valladares - 1st Team All-District Honorable Mention All-State, Basketball
Cadet Zachary Venema - All-Valley Team & State Qualifier, Swimming; State Qualifier, Track

Cadet Angel Villarreal - 1st Team All-District & 2nd Team, Baseball
Cadet Chase Wagner - 5th Place State Meet, Wrestling

Cadet Oliver Wilson - 1st Team All-District, Soccer
Cadet Tianyi Yang - State Qualifier, Swimming

Cadet David Rodriguez receiving Peacock
Military Academy Alumni Association Award.

Cadet Jeffrey Drake receiving Lance
Corporal �Tex� Anderson Achievement
Award.



ACADEMIC  AWARDS
Valedictorian Plaque
Given to the graduating senior cadet who has
attended MMA the last three or more years,
with the highest grade point average.

Cadet Nathaniel Keegan

Salutatorian Plaque
Given to the graduating senior cadet who has
attended MMA the last three or more years,
with the second highest grade point average.

Cadet Travis Duncan

Colonel Phil Yeckel, USMCR, Award for
Athlete of the Year
Presented to the graduating senior who has
contributed the most to the athletic program
of  MMA and who has been enrolled at the
academy for at least two years.  The name
of this year's recipient will be added to the
plaque on a trophy permanently displayed
at the Academy.

Cadet Robert Motheral

USMC Scholastic Excellence Award
Presented to a cadet who has consistently
distinguished himself in the area of academ-
ics and whose personal traits of courage,
poise, self-confidence and leadership serve
as an example for younger cadets.

Cadet Nathaniel Keegan

USMC Distinguished Athlete Award
Presented to the junior athlete who is the best
role model for younger cadets, and who best
exhibits the personal traits of courage, poise,
self-confidence and leadership.

Cadet Robert Motheral

President's Athletic Award
Presented to the cadet who is an unselfish
team player, a tireless worker and an indi-
vidual who has parlayed sheer hustle, sacri-
fice and intestinal fortitude into recognition
and respect as a two-sport varsity athlete.

Cadet Asa Adair
Dean's  Award
Presented to the senior who, in the opinion
of the Dean, has demonstrated the most im-
provement scholastically, over the three or
more years he has attended MMA. His name
will be added to a plaque permanently dis-
played in Coleman Hall.

Cadet Richard Paul Major

U.S. Marine Corps� Music Excellence
Award
The U.S. Marine Corps� �Semper Fidelis� Mu-
sic Excellence Award is presented to the cadet
who has exhibited the personal traits of diligence,
dedication and music excellence while perform-
ing as a bandsman or soloist.

Cadet Travis Ryan Duncan

Mariner of the Year Award
Presented to an MMA mariner who has dem-
onstrated exceptional leadership, seaman-
ship and personal courage during marine sci-
ence boating activities.

Cadet Christopher Lane

Rolls-Royce Trophy for Excellence in
Aerospace
Presented to the cadet who exhibits an out-
standing devotion to his aerospace studies.

Cadet Nathaniel Keegan

Major General Robert E. Friedrich Award
Established in memory of Major General Rob-
ert E. Friedrich, longtime supporter of MMA,
who left a bequest that will, each year, provide
award to a senior who exhibits the most out-
standing record in both academics and military
science.

Cadet Travis Ryan Duncan

Daughters of the American Revolution
Thomas Barlow Chapter American History
Award
Presented to the cadet who exhibits maxi-
mum effort in his class in American His-
tory.

Cadet Austin Noel

Daughters of the American Revolution
American History Essay Contest Award
Presented to the cadet who exhibits maxi-
mum potential in American History essay.

Cadet Nicholas Haag

The Rotary Scholarship  Award
Awarded by Rotary Club to an Interact stu-
dent who exhibits strong community regard
through active community service, and who
maintains high academic standards.

Cadet William Akin

Rensselear Mathematics and
Science Award
Given by the Rensselear Polytechnic Insti-
tute to the junior class cadet who is the most
outstanding student in mathematics and sci-
ence, and who demonstrates the potential for
success in science or a technologically ori-
ented profession.

Cadet Michael Karfunkle

Top Students in Subject
English Cadet Nathaniel Keegan
Mathematics     Cadet Travis Ryan Duncan
Science Cadet Travis Ryan Duncan
Social Studies                Cadet Nathaniel Keegan
Foreign Language     Cadet Nicholas George
Computer Science Cadet Emmanuel Castro
Band                 Cadet Travis Ryan Duncan

Top Students in Class
Eighth    Cadets Kai Cianflone, Michael McGraw
Freshman                      Cadets Jacob Finch,
                                           William Hasbrook
Sophomore                    Cadet Michael Miller
Junior Cadet Michael Karfunkle

Chris Heard Scholarship Award
Established in memory of former cadet Chris
Heard. Awarded each year to a junior or senior
cadet who maintains at least a 3.0 GPA for one
year and demonstrates character, leadership, and
esprit de corps.

Cadet Flint Yerian

Earning Naval ROTC Scholarship and
Attending MIT:

Cadet Nathaniel Keegan

Earning Naval ROTC Scholarship to at-
tend The Citadel; also awarded an Army
ROTC Scholarship:

Cadet Colt Marcyan

Earning Naval ROTC Scholarship to at-
tend New York Maritime College:

Cadet Christopher Lane

Receiving Scholarship to Universities
other than Service Academies*:

Cadet  William Akin
Cadet Andrew Alexander

Cadet Mario Cepeda
Cadet Michael Chatelle

Cadet Thibault Dacy
Cadet Patrick Davis

Cadet Ryan Fitch
Cadet Kyle Gannon

Cadet Malique Graham
Cadet Michael Jones

Cadet Nathaniel Keegan
Cadet Thomas McDonough

Cadet Dong K. Shin
Cadet Hunter Tesar

* MMA recognizes that other senior cadets will
   receive scholarships that are not listed here.

Dustin Wade Tallichet Scholarship Award
Established in memory of Dustin Wade
Tallichet,  1993 MMA and eventual Texas A&M
graduate. Awarded to a senior cadet of good
moral character and leadership who will be at-
tending Texas A&M University.

Cadet  Thibault Dacy

National Merit Scholarship Award
Given by National Achievement Scholar-
ship Program to outstanding Black Ameri-
can students to be used for undergraduate
study at regionally accredited U.S. colleges
and universities.

Cadet Nathaniel Keegan

National French Contest  Awards
The American Association of Teachers of
French sponsors the National French Contest
each year. More than 62,000 students partici-
pated nationwide in three levels of the contest
in which MMA cadets enrolled.

Earning Laureat Pins for outstanding per-
formance on the National French Exam by
earning 1st Place in French Levels 2 & 3 in
S. TX Local Chapter,  and Laureat Medal-
lions for finishing 3rd place nationally:

Cadet Edgar Steeg
Cadet Thibault Dacy

11



12

CAMPUS-WIDE END OF YEAR EVENTS

OUTSTANDING!
MMA �69 Alum Harold
Zurlo presents Senior
Nathaniel Keegan with
the MMA Alumni
Association 2008
Outstanding Senior
Award - a sword with
Nathaniel�s name
etched upon the
sword�s blade.

SOARING HIGH ABOVE THE HORIZON.
MMA�s Troop 22 inducted 5 Life Scouts to the highest rank of

Scouting - EAGLE SCOUT-  in a May 16th ceremony.
Standing, L-R: Cadets Andrew Lugo, Phillip Garcia, Samuel Fite,

James Flower, and Adam Anthony.

MMA Senior Reception: Mom�s elated, graduating senior Patrick   Viers
is ecstatic...EVERYBODY�S HAPPY...OORAH, what a wonderful world!

Exemplifying the
concept of the "Citizen
Soldier" through
academic achievement,
physical fitness,
community service
and military
knowledge.
Cadet Thomas Parrott
receives 9th grade
honors from TAWANI
Charitable Foundation,
Inc.
L-R: MMA President
BGEN Cheney,
Thomas Parrott, Bill
Hudson - longtime
friend of the Academy,
and RADM Smith,
Guest Speaker.

Harlingen Rotary Club  President Colonel R.G. Hill, USMC (Ret)
presents Cadet William Akin with the Club�s 2008 scholarship in
recognition of William  maintaining a strong sense of
community while continuing to meet high academic standards.

WE DID IT!
Seniors rejoice
following the
g r a d u a t i o n
ceremony. For
many, this will be
the last time they
will see their
brethren for a
quite a while.
Word up: Stay in
touch and DON�T
FORGET TO
WRITE!

HAPPY
RETIREMENT!
MMA Staff bade
farewell to Frances
Castro (left) and Fela
Juarez of the
Business Office
Team. Their years of
service combined far
outnumber the years
MMA has been in
existence...and
the ladies are NOT
disclosing that exact
number!
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CAMPUS-WIDE END OF YEAR EVENTS

FARE THEE WELL.  MMA cadets made their way to nearby
Valley International Airport amidst damp roadways on
Saturday, May 17th. For graduating seniors, the voyage home
will be the last of its kind from MMA as a CADET...next landing
will be as an ALUM!  Safe travels and hurry back to freshmen,
sophomores, juniors, and next-year�s seniors!

FISHIN� FRENZY!  Golf Company cadets were treated to a full day of
guided fishing fun aboard Jim�s Pier - S. Padre Island, thanks to the
generosity of Golf Company Parents� Recreation Fund. MMA Alum �87
Vance Mullins and his staff cooked up the �catch� at his recently- pur-
chased establishment...most appropriately named LIVE BAIT.  Vance
also owns next-door Jim�s Pier, so cadets didn�t have to go far for
�sustenance�. Great food, Island fun, and great company...jiminy
crickets...what more could a young man ask for?!?!???

SURFIN� U.S.A. !  Charlie and Golf Company cadets opted for a full
day of splishin�, splashin�, surfin� and downright relaxin� aboard S.
Padre Island�s Schlitterbahn Water Park for their end-of-the-year
festivities, thanks in a large part to their company�s Parents�
Recreation Fund and their brave-hearted drill instructors.

AP CHEMISTRY CADETS + AP PHYSICS CADETS + FIESTA TX = TWO VERY TIRED,
HAPPY INSTRUCTORS!  MMA Faculty Katherine Charrey and Kevin Coleman
treated their students to an �amusingly� full day of Fiesta Texas fun on May 9th.
Cadets were able to
experience firsthand
g r a v i t a t i o n a l
acceleration and put
many learned phys-
ics theories to the
test as they boarded
amusement park at-
tractions. Cadets
Kyle Wagener and
Michael Karfunkle
(left to right) take a
moment to re-gear
before taking on the
next round of attrac-
tions.    Study on,
Cadets!
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Fresh off the wire...

ALUMNI:  Be sure to E-Mail your updates to pickens@mma-tx.org for
inclusion in the Leader!  Include graduation year or last year of attendance,
and very importantly, we need your express permission to print home
addresses, wives� names and children�s names/ages! Thanks, Mickie
Pickens

Wait, there�s more...E-Mail your favorite photos, too: wieland@mma-tx.org.
We�re GLOBAL...Tell  US, we tell the world!

Need to find out what�s going on with a fellow alum? Get on board MMA�s
on-line �Alumni Bulletin Board�. Fill out the Alumni Information Request
form located  on-line: http://www.mma-tx.org/alumni.htm  or  call Connie
Flores  at  (956) 421-9232.

Get on Board: ALL ALUMNI,  ALL THE TIME!

�FALL  IN!�

Colonel Tom Hobbs, USMC (Ret)
MMA Alumni Director

Ph:  (956) 421-9232
E-Mail: hobbs@mma-tx.org

�86
CMDR John Zuhowski USN -
co@lsd46.navy.mil - assumed
command of USS Tortuga in a change
of command ceremony 29 April

Robert (Bob) A. Lutz is the current Vice
Chairman of Global Product Development
at General Motors (and Vice Chairman,
Marine Military Academy Board of Trustees)
and author of Guts: 8 Laws of Business from
One of the Most Innovative Business Leaders
of Our Time. In his book, Lutz not only
praises Marine leadership, but also shares
how he incorporated it in the turning around
of Chrysler.�The truth is, going all the way
back to my earliest days in the auto industry,
I was surprised (and a bit appalled) at the
lack of functional integration in the
companies I worked for. In particular, I just
couldn�t understand why there was so little
real communication between the operational
units of the companies�the design,
engineering, manufacturing, and
procurement organizations. This was very
unlike my experience in the U.S. Marine
Corps, where there was always lots of open,
honest, and free-flowing communication
across�and up and down�the ranks.
People who�ve never been in the military
and/or those who get their view of the
military solely from John Wayne movies like
The Sands of Iwo Jima, tend not to believe
this; but they�re mistaken.�

�True, boot camp is not exactly an exercise
in participative management, nor are life-
and-death battlefield situations where split-
second, top-down decisions are clearly
necessary. But all one has to do is pick up a
copy of the Marine Corps Gazette to see the
degree to which the USMC version of middle
management feels free to challenge
conventional wisdom and to offer up�often
in the form of long, eloquently written
essays�constructive dissent that would be
unheard of in the corporate world. I believe
it�s this openness and willingness to be
honest, in fact, that has allowed the U.S.
military, despite a few setbacks over the
years, to maintain a degree of unit cohesion
that American society at large might envy.�

Semper Fidelis Leadership� is a turnkey leadership development system - based on the model
used by the United States Marine Corps that consistently produces Semper Fi Leaders� - values-
based, execution-oriented leaders capable of deciding, communicating and executing in high-
speed, high-stress chaotic environments and are able to teach others to do the same. In the Marine
Corps, the term �hip pocket training� refers to a short, concise teachable moment.

�Not only do great leaders tend to be jargon-
free, they practice a deceptively simple form
of communication that, on its surface, may
seem to be a waste of time: storytelling (or
anecdote telling). In the Bible, it was the
parables. In the Marine Corps, knowledge
about the values of the Corps is passed down
via so-called sea stories � illustrations that,
while basically true, have become better
polished or funnier with each retelling,
making them useful devices for driving home
a point. What these leaders are doing with
this type of storytelling is essentially to say,
�Look, I don�t expect you to believe me on
principle. But it dawned on me that I had
once faced an analogous situation in my own
career, and here�s how it went. . . .� The leader
is thus transmitting knowledge and
understanding by way of a personal case
study. The subordinates now share the
leader�s past and understand his or her
thinking, reactions, and logic path. While the
time-consuming aspect of leadership-by-
storytelling can be overdone (as when an
absentminded elder statesman retells the
same war stories!), it is an outstanding
technique by which a coach can pass on his
or her vision, knowledge, and motivation to
subordinates.�

�F. Scott Fitzgerald once wrote: �The test of
a first-rate intelligence is the ability to hold

two opposed ideas in the mind at the same
time, and still retain the ability to function.�
He might just as well have been speaking
of organizations, far too few of which ever
learn the trick. Those that do, however, earn
rich rewards. The Marines did. Today
they�re taking the lower third of the Fear
Factor generation and turning them into high
achievers and good citizens. And we did at
Chrysler�as Chrysler�s employees and
shareholders can attest. Holding �two
opposed ideas� in the mind at the same time
is, I believe, the yin and yang of leadership,
the result of hard work, hard thinking, and,
yes, guts.�

�Chrysler came to have what many people
considered to be the fastest-moving, most
efficient, and most successful product
development organization in the auto
industry. And one big reason for all that,
I�m convinced, is that as a company
Chrysler strived to achieve the same unique
mixture of personal empowerment and
group discipline so well exemplified by the
U.S. Marine Corps. I�d be delighted to see
the Marines� �counterculture� become, as it
once was, the dominant culture in society
at large. One way to do that is for companies
to do what we did (while turning around
Chrysler) and deliberately emulate the
Marine model.�

Excerpt reprinted from April 8th edition,  with
permission from site developer Gene Blanton,
15851 Dallas Parkway, Suite 600, Addison,
Texas 75001. http://www.semperfileader.com

ALUM:  YOU ASKED FOR IT,
SO HERE IT IS!
Bob Lutz piece featured in April
8th edition of Semper Fidelis
Hip Pocket Trainer...
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Students in Dr. Jada Thacker�s Political
Science Dual Enrollment (classes that
accrue high school AND college credits)
scored #1 on the standardized American
Civic Literacy Test when compared to
seniors at 50 American universities
nationwide.

The test, sponsored by the Intercollegiate
Studies Institute (ISI), whose motto is
�Educating for Liberty,� measured four
areas of knowledge: American history,
government, international relations, and
the market economy. The 60-item survey
was administered to 14,000 randomly
selected seniors at private and public
universities, including some of the most
prestigious in the nation.

MMA students beat them all.

�I found the ISI test online and was
convinced our cadets surely had been
prepared to score as well or better than
the national average. And so they did,�
said Dr. Jada Thacker, who teaches

Pictured above, left to right:  Cadets Joshua Knauer, Nathaniel Keegan, Jason Franks, Travis Duncan, Zachary Fuller, Stephen Davis, Martin Butler, Patrick
Viers; and Dr. Jada Thacker.

MMA Political Science “Dualies” OUTGUN AMERICA’S MOST ELITE UNIVERSITIES

MMA�s Political Science course. Based
on a standard 0-100 scale, MMA senior
student scores outmatched seniors at every
university surveyed by percentages that
ranged from 1.4 (Harvard), 5.10 (Yale),
9.05 (Princeton), 14.00 (Cornell), 14.68
(UC- Berkeley), to 38.45 points over last-
ranked St. Thomas University (FL).

�All scores tolled, MMA seniors bested
the national average of college seniors by
a whopping 16.75 percentage points,�
notes Thacker, even though his top-
ranking Political Science student was out
sick.

MMA juniors performed extremely well,
too. Students in Thacker�s U.S History
Honors class beat 45 out of the 50
universities tested, including Duke,
Princeton, Notre Dame, Rutgers, and the
Universit ies of Michigan and
Pennsylvania, for example. Juniors
secured their own national victory by
11.35 percentage points over the average
of all college seniors� scores.

�We all should be very, very proud of our
guys� accomplishments. They went into
this with what they have learned at MMA,
and they showed who actually is best
prepared for leadership ,� Thacker
quipped. He noted that none of the MMA
scores were curved, weighted, or rounded,
that no part  of his curriculum was
referenced to the ISI test, and that his
students had no advanced knowledge or
review of any of the test questions.

Got game?  For those of you
adventurous souls, you can
access the ISI test yourself at
www.americancivicliteracy.org.
As for Dr. Thacker�s Political
Science �Dualies� it�s to the
head of the Political Science
highway: Destination GENIUS!

MMA partners with next-door Texas State
Technical College in offering qualifying
students the Dual Enrollment program.
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June

August

September

�Joseph O. Compton, Jr.
� Francis Lee Connally

� Sgt David Fuller, USMC (Ret) -
9th Marines RVN

� Shirley D. McDonald
� John Panetta

� Warren Perkins

Naming  Opportunities

Brick Pavers

Memorial Trees

Athletic Equipment

Tax-Deductible Cash Donation

YOUR Opportunities to Support MARINE MILITARY ACADEMY

Scholarship Programs
� General Scholarship
� Endowed Scholarship Fund

Planned Giving
� Charitable Gift Annuities
� Establishment of Trusts
� Bequests
� Gift of Residence with Right
     to Use the Property

Visit personally with staff to determine which opportunity best fits your lifestyle by calling
(956) 421-9231 or simply send your e-mail request to development@mma-tx.org.
Credit card and check donations can be made anytime by visiting http://mma-tx.org/
opportunities1.htm for on-line TAX-DEDUCTIBLE gifts by credit card.

24 SC & ESL Instructors Report
28 SC & ESL Registration

26 SC & ESL Graduation

16 Fall Registration
17 Check-In for Returning Cadets
18-19 Military Orientation for Plebes

Teacher In-Service Days
20 Classes Begin

12 Academic Awards Ceremony
13 MMA Parents Organization Mtg.

Introductory Training Graduation

Graduating Senior Patrick Davis� mom
proudly points out the brickpaver the
Davis family dedicated in honor of
Patrick -  Eagle Scout 2007.

William Akin
 Andrew Alexander

Axel Bierbaum Mendez
Emmanuel Castro

Mario Cepeda Cardenas
Michael Chatelle

Lance Comer
Jorge Cortina Perez

Lyndsey Cox
Thibault Dacy
Stephen Davis
Patrick Davis

Christopher Dougherty
Travis Duncan
Logan Eisele
Ryan Fitch

Jason Franks
Brandon Fritz
Zachary Fuller
Kyle Gannon

Peng Gao
Marlon Garza
Cody Gebert

Nicholas George
Steven Godfrey

Angel Gonzalez  de Leon
Malique Graham

John Gray
David Heng

Raul Isern III
Michael Jones

Nathaniel Keegan
Nicholas LaCava

Fernando Ledesma Villarreal
Ashwick LiNG

James Liantonio
James Liguori
Richard Major
Colt Marcyan
Trey Marshall

Thomas McDonough
Ryan Michalak

Jorge Molina Cadena
Mauricio Mora Garza Garcia

Robert Motheral
Abdur Olajuwon

Garrett Michael Paylor
Charles Perry

Ryan Pinto
John Roy

Andrew Ruffin
Dong Kwon Shin

Manuel Sierra
Derek Sooby
Edgar Steeg

Joseph Tannehill
Daniel Telor

Park Hunter Tesar
Emiliano Trevino

Patrick Viers

Angel Villarreal
Ryan Vogel

Nicolaos Vrettos
Kyle Wagener
Han Zi Wang

Fan Yang

Post Graduates
Martin John Butler

Andrew Salem Johnson
Joshua Louis Knauer

Christopher Robert Lane
Sergio Villarreal

Marine Military  Academy Proudly Presents CLASS  OF  2008

An investment in
knowledge always
pays the best interest.

-  Benjamin Franklin


