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MMA Leader
Current information for our Special Friends.   Dedicated to our Cadets--Leaders of tomorrow.

CELEBRATING  42  YEARS OF  EXCELLENCE

TRADITION AND HONOR CARRY
ON ABOARD MMA CAMPUS
Birthday Ball Saturday, November 3rd,
arrived amidst a clear blue sun-drenched
southern sky, just as most Saturdays
commence aboard the Marine Military
Academy�however, this Saturday
immediately took on a dignified, stoic air �
a hint of something magical and memorable
about to take place.

Following the 8:30 a.m. MMA Parents
Organization meeting, parents family and
friends made their way to the Parade
grounds overlooking the Iwo Jima
Memorial.  MMA Maintenance crew had the
grounds in immaculate shape, each spear of
grass manicured to just the right height ...
not a blade out of place! The Grand Stand�s
yellow and red-striped awning shielded out
much of the early morning rays for those
gathered there, although a single strand of

A  MIGHTY MULTIPURPOSE  SWORD! MMA President Brigadier
General Stephen A. Cheney, USMC (Ret) deftly draws his sword
and  prepares to cut the first piece of birthday cake.

The MARINE MILITARY ACADEMY develops disciplined, morally strong,
college-ready young men  who are prepared for responsible leadership.

sunshine shone directly on
the chairs occupied by
Guest of Honor MMA
Alum �69 Harold Zurlo and
his wife Deborah. Catching
a good portion of the same
ray were Mr. and Mrs.
Leonard Ambers,
grandparents of Cadet
Nicolas Poon, celebrating
not only their 50th wedding
anniversary but also Mr.
Ambers graduation as an
Aviator Cadet, a distant
memory from the days when
the Air Force Academy
occupied these very same
grounds.  Joining General
and Mrs.  Cheney to round
out the  front �pews� - were

Continued on page 2

Catch all the Veterans Day action on MMA�s web site �WHAT�S NEW�.

THE MARINES HAVE

LANDED!
MMA�s Corps of Cadets hosted a unique Veterans Day celebration Saturday,
November 10th aboard MMA Parade Grounds, complete with the traditional
parade with performances by MMA�s  Silent Drill Team and Leatherneck
Band, a Commemorative Air Force flyover, and a CH-46 Helicopter static
display.  Reviewing Officer Colonel Glenn Hill, USMC (Ret) requested all
Veterans and active-duty Military to step forward during Parade Review�and
step forward they did, with the Reviewing Line stretching from one end of
the bleachers clear to the other end!  Harlingen White Wings Baseball Manager
David Kost was on hand to invite all Veterans and active military out to all
home games as guests of the White Wings. Marine Pilot Major Charles
Robinson (father of MMA Cadet Brian Robinson) and crew flew in the active-
duty CH-46 helicopter from Norfolk, Virginia�landing smack-dab next to
the IWO JIMA memorial.  The CH-46 remained on display following the
parade for general public and Cadets to tour and ask a plethora of questions.CH- 46 hovers near MMA�s Iwo Jima Memorial during this year�s

Veterans Day events.
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As customary, the Parade began with the
march on of the Leatherneck Silent Drill
Team at precisely 1000, much to the delight
of the bleacher-packed crowd.  The
accomplished Drill Team executed close
order routines, drawing a few gasps from
the spellbound audience as they observed
Drill Team Leader Cadet Akin move
fearlessly between his team�s �gauntlet� of
twirling rifles.  The Drill Team drew
resounding applause at the conclusion of
their performance.  The Leatherneck Band
marched on and kept a lively beat, sending
many parade-goers feet to tapping and hands
to clapping.  ATTENTION! sounded,
followed by Adjutant�s Call as MMA Corps
of Cadets took their designated place to the
right and left of the monument.  MMA Color
Guard brought the colors to a halt at exactly
monument midpoint. As strains of the
National Anthem filled the Parade Grounds,
all stood with shoulders taut � backs
straightened � hands covering hearts � an
endearing sight stretching the entire expanse

of bleachers � and across the field, all cadets
stood in resolute salute.  Meticulously and
without missing a single beat, it was on to
SOUND OFF, MANUAL OF ARMS,
OFFICER�S CENTER, HONORS �and
PASS IN REVIEW with Reviewing Officers
MMA President Brigadier General Cheney,
Guest of Honor Harold Zurlo, and Mr. and
Mrs. Ambers.

As evening shadows engulfed Battalion
Street, cadets and guests� all dressed to the
�nines�� made their way to the Cadet
Activity Center to place a final bid on Silent
Auction items, pick up corsages, pose for
the traditional  photograph, and then moving
along to Neuhaus Dining Hall for an
extraordinarily delicious array of hors d�
oeuvres.  From melon �wagon cart� trays
fashioned from watermelon complete with
sliced-orange wagon wheels to carved slices
of roast baron of beef, all dined in true
Birthday Ball fashion�some ventured to
remark �reminiscent of reviews of a
Presidential Inaugural Ball�!

As guests exited Neuhaus Dining, Florence
King Athletic Center loomed brightly, just

across the street,  illuminated  with strands
of clear �white globes.  Ladies gathered their
long dresses�some in white-gloved grasp�
as cadets escorted them to their appointed
table. Emcee Cadet Park Tipton encouraged
all to clear the deck and take their places.
The Leatherneck Band trumpeter sounded
the beginning of the traditional Birthday Ball
Cake Cutting Ceremony at 2030 on the dot,
and the Ceremony commenced with remarks
by MMA President General Cheney and a
stirring address by MMA Alum and Guest
of Honor Harold Zurlo.* In keeping with
tradition, General Cheney drew his sword
and deftly cut the Birthday Cake, first piece
to Guest of Honor and the second to the
youngest member of the Corps of Cadets�
Cadet Cameron Greer of DELTA Company.
As the ceremony drew to a close, the D.J.
struck up the traditional Mother-Son dance
tunes. Cadets led proud Moms onto the
dance floor amidst a blur of flashes from
equally-proud Dads, Grandparents, and
friends.

What an incredible memory for all in
attendance � MMA�s 42nd Birthday and
Parents Weekend Celebration � OORAH!

Remarks by Guest of Honor:
Harold Zurlo - MMA Class of �69

L-R: Harold Zurlo, wife Deborah, General Cheney.

�...In years past, I have held the honor of
being the oldest Alumni present, and tonight
appears to be no different! Next Wednesday
is my birthday, and there could be no better
present than this weekend. This morning�s
Parade was outstanding as always...the
Drill Team, Band and Cadet Corps deserve
a round of applause. Our parade deck is
impressive, with the ORIGINAL Iwo Jima
Monument as the background and the
Cadet Corps in the foreground - our future
leaders. It makes me proud to be a part of
this Academy.

Forty years ago this month a transplanted,
shy, quiet, skinny boy from New York walked
on to this campus for a tour with Captain
John Baker. In the following weeks he
learned he was accepted to attend Spring
Semester 1968. Upon arrival, he quickly
found out he was one of seven midyear
plebes entering into the Cadet Corps. It was
a different place and time for him - a new
language, words like Rack, Deck, Head and
many favorites which SgtMaj Kinsley said
not to mention, became a part of his
vocabulary. There were no familiar faces
in sight...if you did something right you
were yelled at, and if you did something
wrong you were yelled at. New daily
routines became normal with time.
Then there was this man called the
DI...roughest, meanest man I ever saw and
had more stripes than a Zebra...SgtMaj
Bruton. If you had a problem, Sergeant
Major was always there, a prince of a man.
Not long ago I had the opportunity to visit
his gravesite at Arlington National
Cemetery. Yes, this was my decision...to
attend Marine Military Academy. In the

following year and 1/2, I learned how to
accept responsibility for my actions and
become an organized, sharp, respectful,
educated young man. Most of all, to believe
in myself and never give up. 34 years later,
our son Bryan made the same decision and
graduated (MMA) in 2003. Three and 1/2
years later, he graduated from college.

Every day I use what I learned at Marine
Military Academy...it is something I won�t
ever forget. No, the campus and instructors
are not the same, but the mission is: To
develop young men who will be successful
leaders, who will contribute to society. For
those Cadets who were coaxed into
attending Marine Military Academy: Open
your eyes, take notice and take advantage
of what is before you! For the Cadet Corps,
consider yourselves fortunate for your
parents to invest in your future. Your future
is what you make it...there is no one else to
do it for you! Whatever you pursue, you owe
yourself to be the best of the best. Parents,
as a graduate and parent of a graduate,
thank you for giving your sons the
opportunity to attend The Academy. We have
only one chance to educate our young men
and you have made an excellent choice! We
also must realize they are young men and
need ALL of your support. You will see a
great change in your son now, but the real
difference will become obvious in a few
years when  he learns to deal with everyday
issues and raise a family. This does not go
away.

Finally, I wish the Marine Military Academy
a HAPPY 42nd Birthday. Thank you again
for this memorable weekend.�

*

Continued from page 1
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MMA Cadet Promotions 2007-2008
The following named CADETS have earned promotion to the
Rank and Billet indicated below, as of 11 November 2007

ALPHA
ALBERT, KORBETT: C  Lance Corporal/Sqd Mbr
BARROSO, LORENZO: C  Lance Corporal/Sqd Mbr
BLALOCK, JEB: C  Lance Corporal/Sqd Mbr
DAVIS, STEPHEN: C  Lance Corporal/Sqd Mbr
FARAH MACEDO, CHARBEL:C  Lance Corporal/
Sqd Mbr
HAMPTON, ANDREW: C  Sergeant/Pltn Guide
HANNE, JOHN: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
JOHNSON, ANDREW: C  Lance Corporal/Sqd Mbr
KNAUER, JOSHUA: C  Lance Corporal/Sqd Mbr
LAM, DERRICK: C  Corporal/Sqd Ldr
MICHALAK, RYAN: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
OKAH, TARI: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
PORTER, WILLIAM: C  Lance Corporal/Sqd Mbr
SCHENCK, KYLE: C  Corporal/Sqd Ldr
STEPHENSON, CHARLES: C  Corporal/Sqd Ldr
TOWNSON, JONATHAN: C  Private First Class/
Sqd Mbr
TRUONG, LOGAN: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
WITKOWSKI, CHRISTOPHER: C  Lance
Corporal/Sqd Ldr
ZORRILLA, GUILLERMO: C  Corporal/Sqd Ldr

CHARLIE
BOZER, BLAKE: C  Private First Class/Sqd Ldr
CORTINA, JORGE: C  Lance Corporal/Sqd Mbr
COUCH, WESTON: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
GARZA, HECTOR: C  Corporal/Sqd Ldr
HACKETT, DALTON: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
IRVINE, STEVEN: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
LEE, EUNSANG: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
CASTRO, EMMANUEL: C  Captain/Battalion Staff Ofcr
MARCYAN, COLT: C  Captain/Battalion Staff Ofcr
CATE, NICHOLAS: C  Lance Corporal/Sqd Mbr
COUCH, WESTON: C  Corporal/Sqd Mbr
GORDON, CHRISTOPHER: C  Lance Corporal/Sqd
Mbr
IRVINE, STEVEN: C  Corporal/Sqd Mbr
LANE, CHRISTOPHER: C  Sergeant/Sqd Ldr
LEE, EUNSANG: C  Corporal/Sqd Mbr
LOPEZ, JUAN: C  Gunnery Sergeant/Pltn Sergeant
POON, NICHOLAS: C  Lance Corporal/Sqd Mbr
RODRIGUEZ, RICARDO: C  Sergeant/Pltn Guide
TAPIA-CERVANTES, JOSE: C  Sergeant/Pltn Guide
TURNER III, DONALD: C  Corporal/Sqd Ldr

ECHO
AGORO, TEMITAYO: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
ARANDA, DIAMOND: C  Sergeant/Pltn Guide
DIAZ, DAVID: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
FULLER, ZACHARY: C  Lance Corporal/Sqd Ldr
FULLER, ZACHARY:C  Corporal/Sqd Ldr
GALLARDO, THOMAS: C  Lance Corporal/
Company Laundry NCO
GRAHAM III, WILLIAM: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr

GREENWOOD, JAMES: C  Private First Class/Sqd
Mbr
GUAJARDO, VIRGILIO: C  Corporal/Company
Laundry NCO
HASBROOK, WILLIAM: C  Corporal/Company
Laundry NCO
HONAN, KEVIN: C  Private First Class/Fire Team Ldr

ECHO - cont�d
KUHR, MICHAEL: C  Staff Sergeant/CO Gunnery
Sergeant
LEDESMA-VILLARREAL, FERNANDO: C  Staff
Sergeant/Company Guidon Bearer
LEDESMA VILLARREAL, JORGE: C  Lance
Corporal/Sqd Ldr
LEDESMA VILLARREAL, JORGE: C  Corporal/Sqd
Ldr
LEFF, HANSEL: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
MARSHALL, TREY: C  Staff Sergeant//Pltn
Sergeant
MARSTERS, SCOTT: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
MCCUTCHIN, CLINTON: C  Private First Class/Sqd
Mbr
MCCUTCHIN, CLINTON: C  Lance Corporal/Sqd Mbr
MIELSCH, JUSTIN: C  Corporal/Sqd Ldr
NELSON, GRANT: C  Lance Corporal/Company
Laundry NCO
NOEL, AUSTIN: C  Corporal/Company Education
SNCO
PARKS, ASHTON: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
PARKS, ASHTON: C  Lance Corporal/Sqd Mbr
PARKS, TREYLON: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
PORTALES, FRANCISCO: C  Private First Class/
Sqd Mbr
RECTOR, COVE: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
REED, RYAN: C  Lance Corporal/Sqd Mbr
SCHAAF, MATTHEW: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
REED, RYAN: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
SHIN, DONG:C  Captain/Battalion Staff Ofcr
TAHIRKHELI, ADAM: C  Staff Sergeant/Pltn Sergeant
TOLBERT, NICHOLAS: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
TRACY, RYAN: C  Lance Corporal/Sqd Ldr
VENEMA, ZACHARY: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
VENEMA, ZACHARY: C  Lance Corporal/Sqd Mbr
WAITE, KENNETH: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
WELDER, PATRICK: C  Corporal/Pltn Guide

FOX
ALLISON, JON: C  Lance Corporal/Sqd Mbr
CERRILLO, ANTONIO: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
CERRILLO, LUIS: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
CERRILLO, RANDALL: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
CHAVEZ OSEGUERA, ALAN: C  Lance Corporal/Sqd
Mbr
DACY, THIBAULT: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
DRAKE, JEFFREY:C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
FITE, SAMUEL: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
FOX, CALEB: C  Lance Corporal/Sqd Mbr
FUQUA, CAMERON: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
GARZA, MARLON: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
GREEN, ERNEST: C  Lance Corporal/Sqd Mbr

GRIMM, CARL: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
GRIMM, WILLIAM: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
HANRAHAN, CONOR: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
HOLLIS, DURAN: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
JAKOBSEN, STEFAN: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
JAMESON, ATHAN: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
MARROQUIN, ISMAEL: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
MLEKUSH, TRENTON: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
MORA, MAURICIO: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
NGO, THIEN: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr

FOX - cont�d
OSMUN, SETH: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
SACCO, BRYAN: C  Corporal/Pltn Guide
SANTHON, ADAM: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
SHARP, THOMAS: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
WADE, DAVID: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
WAGNER, CHASE: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
WEBER, LEE: C  Private First Class/Sqd Ldr

GOLF
BURNS, TYLER : C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
BUTLER, MARTIN: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
CIANFLONE, KAI: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
COCKINS, NICHOLAS: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
CUNNINGHAM, BRIAN: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
DE LA TORRE MARTINEZ, JOSE: C  Private First
Class/Sqd Mbr
FULLER, CODY: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
GEORGE JR, DAVID: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
GROSS, NORMAN:C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
HAAG, NICHOLAS: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
HINZ, NICHOLAS: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
LEVINSON, JORDAN: C  Private First Class/ Sqd Mbr
MACKIE, MICHAEL: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
MEINEN, MICHAEL: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
MILLER, MICHAEL: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
MORRISON III, CHARLES: C  Sergeant/Pltn
Guide
OWENS, MALCOM: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
PETERSON, PHILIP: C  Private First Class/
SALINAS, MIGUEL: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
SHIELDS, CHAVEZ: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
TANNEHILL, JOSEPH: C  Second Lieutenant/Pltn
Commander
WAGENER, KYLE:C  Captain/Battalion Staff Ofcr
WILSON, OLIVER: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr
YANG, TIANYI: C  Private First Class/Sqd Mbr

1st Quarter CompanyAwards

CHARLIE Company
� Academics
� Military

� GOLD  GUIDON

ECHO Company
� Athletics

�FOR MANY ARE CALLED, BUT FEW
ARE CHOSEN�

Please join us in a hearty round of
applause for these young men on
accomplishing these auspicious

milestones...OORAH!
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Cadets of the Month for September ‘07
Each month a cadet is selected from each company, from the band and from the drill team, to be recognized for their
outstanding attitude, conduct and performance. Below are the selections for September with a comment from their Drill
Instructor or activity coordinator.

�Those selected are to be commended for their outstanding performance.� -  SgtMaj Ford Kinsley, USMC (Ret)
Commandant

CHARLIE COMPANY
MICHAEL  MCGRAW

Freshman - Dallas, TX
�Cadet McGraw has come a

long way and done a good job.
Cadet demonstrates good skills.

He maintains good military
conduct at all times. During

CCQ, Cadet McGraw sees to it
that academic subjects are

conducted in an outstanding
manner. He has set an example

for all to follow.�
- GySgt Antonio Aguilar

DELTA COMPANY
GARY  B.  DAVIDSON
Sophomore - Houston, TX
�Cadet Davidson has demonstrated
outstanding potential and has
performed his duties as Platoon
Sergeant in an excellent manner. His
performance, can-do attitude and
unselfish work ethic has earned him
this prestigious nomination .�
  - SgtMaj Larry Carson

ECHO COMPANY
JUSTIN  SHELTON
Junior - Spring, TX
�Cadet Shelton is a 2nd  year
cadet and has held the billet of
Squad Leader. He was Cadet
Instructor for Fall Semester
�07.  He never complains, is
always willing to help younger
cadets with issues, and main-
tains excellent military bear-
ing.�-GySgt Frank Martinez

FOX COMPANY
SAMUEL  FITE

Junior  - Harlingen, TX
�As 1st year cadet, Cadet Fite has
demonstrated a �TAKE CHARGE�

attitude that has awakened not only
Fox Company, but also the Corps of

Cadets. He  takes pride in himself and
that of Fox Company. His �STAND

OUT� presence, initiative and �Can Do�
attitude earns him this recognition.� -

MSgt Robert Fracasso

GOLF COMPANY
ANDREW  RUFFIN
Senior - Houston, TX

�Cadet Ruffin is a fine young
man with a very bright future.

He is a fine example of a
cadet that takes action in the

absence of orders. He has
earned Squad Leader and
leads from the front. This

recognition is well deserved.�
 - SgtMaj Albert Wilson

BANDSMAN
ADAM  ANTHONY
Junior - Flower Mound, TX
�Cadet Anthony has been a tremendous
addition to the band.  He has stepped up
in very short order to fill the Trumpet
Section Leader position and has aggres-
sively shown to be one of the top per-
formers this year.  He�s punctual, reli-
able, industrious, a very hard worker.
I�m proud to have Adam as a member of
the MMA Band and look forward to in-
creased leadership roles in his future. �
- CWO3 Ed Harris

DRILL TEAM/COLOR GUARD
WILLIAM  AKIN
Senior - Liverpool, NY
�As 3rd year cadet, Cadet Akin is a
�multi-task� oriented leader. Since
being assigned as Drill Team
Commander, he strives for excel-
lence in establishing a new drill
team that represents the Academy.
His undivided attention and
preparation for this year�s perfor-
mances and community service
activities is why he has been
selected for this prestigious award.�
- MSgt Robert Fracasso

ALPHA COMPANY
GUILLERMO  ZORRILLA

Junior-San Rafael, Vera Cruz, Mexico
� Cadet Zorrilla  has proven to be a
model cadet.  He�s very well spoken and
always a gentleman, trustworthy, reliable,
studious, and always very cognizant of
his environment. He�s quickly making his
own place as a very strong and mature
leader among his peers.  I am very
pleased to have Guillermo   in Alpha
Company and equally proud to nominate
him for this recognition that he has     en-
thusiastically  earned.�

- CWO3 Ed Harris
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Cadets of the Month for October ‘07

CHARLIE COMPANY
TAYLOR  SMITH

Sophomore - Telluride, CO
�Cadet Smith has been an
outstanding performer in

all areas of personal
conduct and pursuit of

education. He is a truly
an example for others to

look up to .�
- GySgt Antonio Aguilar

DELTA COMPANY
STEWART  FASOLAK
Sophomore - Pinehurst, NC
�Cadet  Fasolak has demon-
strated outstanding potential
and has performed his duties as
a cadet leader in an excellent
manner. He has earned this
prestigious recognition as a
result of his performance, can
do attitude and unselfish work
ethic .� - SgtMaj Larry Carson

ECHO COMPANY
PATRICK  WELDER
Junior - Victoria, TX
�Cadet Welder has done a great
job as a squad leader and sets a
good example for his young ca-
dets in his platoon, wears his uni-
form with pride, is always will-
ing to teach his cadets the right
way to do their daily assignments
in the barracks. I�m happy to
have him in my company. He is
now the Platoon Guide for 2nd
Platoon.� -GySgt Frank Martinez

FOX COMPANY
ERNESTO GREEN

Freshman  - Liverpool, NY
�As a first year cadet, Cadet

Green has the motivation to excel
with any task he is given. His

constant initiative enhances the
appearance of the barracks and

his presence sets the example for
all Cadets to follow. His undivided

attention and growth potential of
being a model cadet is why he
earns selection as Cadet of the
Month.. � - MSgt Robert Fracasso

GOLF COMPANY
MALIQUE GRAHAM
Senior - Harlingen, TX

�Cadet Graham is a fine
young man with a very

bright future. He is a
cadet that has the ability

to  take appropriate action
in the absence of orders.

He is Platoon Commander
and leads from the front.
This prestigious recogni-

tion is well deserved!�
 - SgtMaj Albert Wilson

BANDSMAN
NICHOLAS HAAG
Freshman - San Francisco, CA
�Cadet Haag is a tremendous
addition to the Band He has
worked very hard to help ensure
that the Percussion Section is
always prepared for every
performance, is punctual,
reliable, industrious, and a very
hard worker. I  look forward to
increased leadership roles in
Cadet Haag�s future.�
- CWO3 Ed Harris

DRILL TEAM/COLOR GUARD
NICHOLAS POON
Freshman - Belmont, CA
�As a first year cadet, Cadet
Private First Class Poon has
demonstrated the abilities to be
the finest and most focused cadet
within the Drill Team. His
determination to be the best and
most competitive is the kind of
team player we are proud to have
at MMA. His �can do� attitude and
professionalism is why he is
selected as cadet of the month.�
- MSgt Robert Fracasso

ALPHA COMPANY
DERRICK  LAM

Junior  - Fremont, CA
� Cadet Lam has proven to be a

model cadet.  He is very well spoken
and always a gentleman, trustwor-

thy, reliable, studious, and very
cognizant of his environment. He

has quickly made his own place as a
very strong and mature leader

among his peers, conducting himself
with honor and pride since day one.

Derrick�s integrity and honor have
been consistently beyond reproach.�

- CWO3 Ed Harris

Each month a cadet is selected from each company, from the band and from the drill team, to be recognized for their
outstanding attitude, conduct and performance. Below are the selections for October with a comment from their Drill
Instructor or activity coordinator.

�Those selected are to be commended for their outstanding performance.� -  SgtMaj Ford Kinsley, USMC (Ret)
Commandant
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It�s hard to believe that the first
semester of the 2007-2008 school year
is almost over.  I have been busy working
with the seniors on their college
applications, ROTC Scholarships,
Academy nominations and career choices
and options.  Many of the cadets have
already heard from and been accepted to
the college of their choice.   The College
Room has certainly been a busy place, and
will continue to be so for the next few
months.

An important deadline coming up soon
concerns financial aid for our college
bound seniors.  Thanks to new
government guidelines, many more
families now qualify for some type of
financial aid � even those that think they
earn too much.

The Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA) is the form you or your son
needs to complete in order to be
considered for grants (aid that you do not
have to repay) or work-study
programs.  The FAFSA
examines your family�s
financial situation and
determines your child�s
eligibility for financial aid.
You must file the FAFSA prior
to applying for any other
federal student financial
assistance programs.  Some
states and schools also require
the FAFSA before you can
apply for any grants or loan
programs they may offer.

The FAFSA cannot be
submitted before January 1 for
the upcoming academic year,
but you�ll want to file the
application as soon as possible
after the first of the year.  Most
financial aid is awarded on a
first-come, first-served basis.
The old saying about the early
bird getting the worm
definitely applies here.
Schools have a set amount of

funds they can distribute; the later they
receive your application, the less money
they�ll have available.

The FAFSA is available in paper form,
which can be requested from the College
Room, however, the preferable form of
application is on the Web at
www.fafsa.ed.gov.  By applying on-line,
the application will be processed faster,
and FAFSA on the Web automatically
checks for missing or conflicting
information so there�s less chance the form
will be rejected.  One important word
about the FAFSA is that it is FREE.  There
is no charge to fill out the FAFSA.  Be
aware of scams and businesses offering
(for a fee) to help you get financial aid.  If
it sounds too good to be true�well, you
know the rest of the story.

As for the juniors, they too are beginning
to hang out in the College Room, watching
DVD�s from various schools, perusing
through our extensive collection of college

catalogs, view books and general
information books.  They are also getting
ready to take the SAT and ACT in the
spring.  I am constantly reminding them
to stay focused, enroll in Advanced
Placement classes and to begin considering
their various college choices. One
suggestion for spring break would be to
make some college visits.  While there,
make sure you meet with an admissions
representative and a Financial Aid Officer
to find out what types of aid are available.

If you have any questions concerning the
FAFSA, the college application process or
anything else, please feel free to e-mail us
at me at farris@mma-tx.org.  I can also be
reached at 956-423-6006 Ext. 305.

Hope you have a peaceful and enjoyable
holiday break, and we hope your senior
son gets good news during the break!

--Robin Farris
MMA College Placement Counselor

Word from the College RoomWord from the College RoomWord from the College RoomWord from the College RoomWord from the College Room
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Another month has passed by. It is only a
short sprint until the holiday break.
Currently, the Corps of Cadets has been busy
with preparation for Birthday Ball on
November 3rd. Getting their uniforms ready,
the cadets are eager to see their parents and
dates within two weeks. Whenever one
works hard on something, the time flies by.
Now that Birthday Ball is past, there is only

a couple of weeks left of school until the
holiday break. It plays huge part in the
morale of MMA cadets. Counting day by
day, cadets are dying to take this break all
the way like everything else. Recharging
period is required for us to have some
memorable time.

On November 10th, we had the Veteran�s Day
Parade. This parade attracts many veterans
from all over the country. We started
preparing for the parade on the last week of
October. Like always, we gave our best shot.

For seniors, it is about the time to apply to
colleges. As Mrs. Farris mentioned, applying
early gives priority over those who apply
late. Usually, it is always safe to apply to
about six schools: two safety schools, two
good chance schools, and two reach schools.
Also I would suggest asking your teachers
for recommendation letters. But most
importantly, you have to keep your grade up.
And if you haven�t, this is the last chance to
take standardized tests. I believe all the
seniors are having hard time because of

application process. So if you are
underclassmen, please give the seniors some
space to work.

First quarter has already passed. A lot of
events were held including Lieutenant
Colonel Cerrillo�s retirement from the U.S.
Marine Corps, plebe graduation, quarter
exams, and the parades. It felt like the first
quarter was forever because of its continuity
without any break. Starting second quarter,
time will pass like a blink of eye. One less-
than-pleasant thing is that second quarter is
sure to be more academically challenging.
Only resorts that we can rely on are
ourselves... Exerting effort will make
everything close to perfect. Always
believe and trust yourself. Easy to start,
but hard to finish. Battalion Public Affairs
Officer Dong K. Shin -SOUNDING OFF!

SOUND OFF!

Editor�s Note:  Cadet Corporal Dong-
Kwon Shin is a 3rd-year student at
MMA, son of Mr. and Mrs. ChangSoon
Shin of Chungcheongnam-do,
KOREA.

Border Patrol Honors Cadet Nathaniel Keegan
October 2007 Pick-�Head of the Class�

GOLF COMPANY
First Lieutenant Nathaniel Keegan
SENIOR
Son of Mr.  and Mrs. Howard Keegan

�Cadet Keegan always does his job to the best of his ability and as the Company Executive
Officer he is a leader for his peers to follow.  He has all the leadership qualities that this
prestigious nomination exemplifies.� .--Sergeant Major Albert Wilson

Editor�s Note: Nicholas  participates extracurricularly in  weightlifting and Boy Scouts of
America, earning the rank of Eagle Scout last year. He currently serves as President of National
Honor Society and  Key Club.  Cadet Keegan�s future goal is to become a United States Marine
Corps officer.
Harlingen Border Patrol�s �Head of the Class� is a community awareness program honoring local student
participants who promote abstinence from using illegal drugs.  Every month, students from across the Rio
Grande Valley who exhibit outstanding leadership and participation in the program are selected and
recognized by Harlingen Border Patrol at awards ceremonies and/or banquets.CADET NATHANIEL KEEGAN

LOOKIN� SHARP!
MMA Color Guard
presents Colors at
Harlingen Chamber of
Commerce�s Annual
Meeting held the
evening of October
25th. Following the
presentation, the four
were treated to find
cuisine and a few
well-earned pats on
the back.  WAY TO
REPRESENT!!!

PERPETUAL
ENLIGHTENMENT.
MMA staff and faculty
who work with Cadets
on a daily basis were on
the other side of the
classroom to review the
finer techniques of
cardiopulmonary
resuscitation (CPR)
bright and early
October 6th. Breathe
in, breathe out,
REPEAT!
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PARENTS WEEKEND - FALL 2007

IN RECOGNITION.  Cadet Battalion Commander Edgar Steeg presents Birthday
Ball Guest of Honor Harold Zurlo with a Texas-sized replica of the Iwo Jima
Memorial following the traditional cake-cutting ceremony. That�ll look sharp on
Harold�s mantel!

First slice goes to the
Guest of Honor, then next
in line is MMA�s youngest
Cadet Cameron Greer who
has his cake... and eats it,
too! That icing looks
positively d-e-l-i-c-i-o-u-s!!!

Mmmmmm GOOD!

SOME FINE VITTLES
SERVED HERE!
Neuhaus Dining
Facility, aka MMA�s
Mess, proved true to
their signage, �In our
Corps - Every day is a
holiday, and every
meal is a banquet.�
There was something
to tickle the taste buds
of every guest in
attendance at the Ball,
and Chef Carlos and
his staff made certain
no one went away
hungry!

A PARADE REVIEW OF HISTORICAL PROPORTIONS! Mr. and
Mrs. Leonard Ambers, grandparents of Cadet Nicolas Poon,
celebrated not only their 50th wedding anniversary but also Mr.
Ambers� graduation as an Aviator Cadet from the former Air
Force Academy, joined MMA President General Cheney and
Guest of Honor Harold Zurlo in reviewing the �troops�. Okay,
we�re dying to know - do tell ...what�s our score???

ALL A�S MOM AND DAD...NO KIDDING! Parents
attended 1/2 day classes with their cadet on
Friday, November 2nd. No pink chits were issued!

SIZZLING HOT LEATHERNECK ACTION at
MMA Homecoming. Ending Score: MMA 45-0.
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VETERANS DAY EVENTS ABOARD MMA

COURAGE UNDER FIRE!  Leatherneck Silent Drill Team Leader Cadet William
Akin strides undaunted through two columns of rifle-spinning brethren.

CONDUCTED BY ONE OF OUR NATION�S FINEST.  Leatherneck Band Leader
CWO3 Harris leads the Band in a stirring rendition of �America The Beautiful�.

Cadets, Veterans, and the general public toured the CH-46 active-duty helicopter on display, courtesy of U.S. Marine Corps - Norfolk, Virginia,
MMA�s ALPHA Cadet Brian Robinson�s father, Major Charles Robinson and his vigilant flight crew. GOLF Company Drill Instructor Alfred Wilson and
his Cadets remained on the grounds to eyewitness the CH-46 lift off.  What a sight to behold, and on such an appropriate occasion!

�Poolies� from the Delayed Entry Program, United States Marine
Corps- Substation Harlingen attended MMA Veterans Day events.

MARINE MILITARY ACADEMY CORPS OF CADETS PAY TRIBUTE TO
VETERANS OF ALL AGES AND GENDER.
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CAMPUS HAPPENINGS...24-7

SHAKIN� IT UP! MMA  Social Directress Monica Bates and �The
MMA Posse� livened up a recent LUAU held for elderly residents
and their families at Harlingen�s Canterbury Court. Cadets helped
out with Luau set- up, serving up tasty fixin�s, and assisted with
games and, as Cadet Timothy Stitt illustrates above... dancing
to the tunes of a live �Oldies Are Goodies� band.   You cut a fine
rug, Timothy!

OOOooooooHHHHH....A HAUNTING WE WILL GO!! What would
Halloween be without a trip through the local Haunted House?

ZOOFARI! Cadets recently enjoyed a close-up look at the Animal Kingdom,
compliments of Brownsville�s Gladys Porter Zoo.  The Zoo features 26 acres of lush
tropical plants and over 1,600 animal species and is known for its successes in
breeding endangered species of wildlife. One of the Cadets� favorite displays? You
guessed it...PREDATOR  and  PREY! Shown above are Cadets Temitayo Agorro,
Whitteker, Orozco, Gaar, Walzer, Bozer, Brewer, and  L. Rodriguez .

Thanks to MMA Cadets, staff and faculty, our November �07 Red
Cross Blood Drive was a tremendous success. The Blood Drive
was hosted by MMA�s National Honor Society under the
coordination of MMA Faculty member Diolanda Dye who notes,
�Our goal was to collect 50 units of blood...we tallied up a total of
57!!!� These cadets deserve a pat on the back, a round of applause,
and a hearty MMA-styled OORAH for their generous gift, pumped
straight from the heart: Cadets  Akin, Alexander,  Anthony, Blaine,
Castro, Chatelle, Collins, Cox, Davis S., Davis P., Diaz, D., Diaz,
M., Dougherty, Eisele, Fraser, Gallardo, Gannon, Garcia, Garza,
Gebert, George, Godfrey, Hawkins, Hobby, Hunter, Jones, Keegan,
Knauer, Liantonio, Liguori, Lopez, Marcyan, Nelson, Parrish,
Paulsen, Paylor, Perry, Pinto, Sierra, Smith, B., Sooby, Tannehill,
Trevino; Turner, Valdez Cantu, Viers, Vogel, Vrettos, Wagner, and
Welder.

Pictured to the
left are these
fearless Cadets:
Thomas Linton,
Anthony Filice,
Christopher Hjort,
Eunsung Lee,
Andrew
Alexander,
and Jimmy
Martinez.

Photographs courtesy of Monica Bates, MMA Social Directress.

LEAD ON! General Cheney addressed the LEADERSHIP HARLINGEN
group November 7th on the front steps of MMA�s Cadet Activity Center.
Following General Cheney�s address, MMA Support Services Director
Colonel Tom Hobbs sounded �ATTENTION!� and toured the wide-eyed
group through MMA�s 142-acre campus. AT EASE!

MMA National Honor Society and the American Red Cross
urges you to give the gift of life...give blood.
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CAMPUS HAPPENINGS...24-7

A PIECE OF HISTORY. MMA Counselor Joe Palamara
displays a small piece of steel salvaged from  the World
Trade Center site following the 9-11 tragedy, a reminder
of what happened to our Country on September 11,
2001. Many cadets, staff and faculty ventured to Joe�s
office to pause for a moment of reflection.  The piece
contains a clear identifying street address which cor-
responds to original drawings of the World Trade Cen-
ter. The display was gifted to Joe by Blandford Land Devel-
opment, Brooklyn New York.  Pictured above, L-R: Joe
Palomara, Cadet Trey Marshall.

AAAACHOO! Medical�s Gwen Carson
rounded up cadets who suffer from
asthma, chronic bronchitis, or allergies
for a special one-on-a-couple-dozen-or-
so session with William R. McKenna,
M.D., P.A. - Diplomate, American Board
of Allergy /Immunology, Clinical Asso-
ciate Professor UT Health Science Cen-
ter-San Antonio. During the hour  ses-
sion, cadets learned how to recognize
warning signs of an impending attack,
what to avoid and what to include in their
daily routine  to minimize discomfort,
plus  other helpful tips and information.

MMA Color Guard, Band, Boy Scout Troop 22, staff and
faculty turned out for the 2nd Annual 9-11 Vigil held on
MMA Parade Grounds. MMA Trumpeteer   remained
positioned directly in front of the IWO JIMA memorial
to conclude the ceremony with TAPS.   Several key City
of Harlingen officials, including Mayor Chris Boswell,
joined MMA President  Brigadier General Cheney, USMC
(Ret) and RGV Scout Executive Ernest Carballo in trib-
ute to those who lost their lives in the 9-11 attack, and
in honor to those in uniform that have served or are
serving in our nation�s defense. Pictured below,
L-R: MMA Visitors Center Director Gloria Boling; Mrs.
Jodi Hill, wife of MMA Superintendent Colonel Glenn
Hill, USMC (Ret).

TOTALLY RADICAL! With Instructor Major Harold
Compton as lead climber, MMA Climbing Club took
on Enchanted Rock near Fredericksburg, TX the
weekend of October 13th. For the magnificent 7
�GUMBIES�, it was their first encounter with rock
climbing. All climbers successfully completed 2
routes with 5.6 and 5.7 difficulty ratings. Says In-
structor Compton, �This was an outstanding perfor-
mance by all, and they�re already looking forward to
their next trip!� Cadet Ryan Vogel�s parents joined
the group...Mom even donned safety gear and a
carabiner  or two and took on both routes with due
diligence!

INFLUENTIAL LEADERSHIP. MMA Fellowship of Christian Athletes were treated to the fine
company of Rayfield Wright, Dallas Cowboys Offensive Lineman at the November 12th 4th
Annual �Continuing the Influence� Banquet.  Rayfield was drafted by Dallas Cowboys in �67,
named to Hall of Fame in 2006 following a successful career acing 4-time All-Pro; playing 5
Super Bowls, 6 Pro Bowls, the infamous �Ice Bowl of �67 and was on field when Staubach
threw the �Hail Mary� pass to Pearson in �75 against
Minnesota Vikings. Attending the Banquet courtesy
of Bobby (MMA Alum �74) and Robin (MMA College
Placement Counselor)  Farris� generous sponsorship,
representing MMA - CHARLIE: Cox and Poon; DELTA:
Cadets Barber, Carter, and Camarena; ECHO: A. Parks,
Agoro and Adair.
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 LEATHERNECK SPORTS
TOM MORTON

ATHLETIC DIRECTOR
HEAD FOOTBALL COACH

�Taking Care Of Business�

LEATHERNECK  SOCCER
Head Coach Michael Serta � Asst. Coach Danny Rodriguez
LEATHERNECK WRESTLING

Head Coach Anselmo Aparicio� Asst. Coach Hector Yañez

LEATHERNECK BOXING Head Coach Sergeant Major Robertson

Date Opponent Time
Nov 29 @ San Benito 1830
Dec 1 @ PSJA North Tournament 0830
Dec 6 PSJA North @ MMA 1830
Dec 8 @ San Benito Tournament 0830
Jan 10 @ PSJA Memorial 1830
Jan 12 @ Sharyland Tournament 0830
Jan 17 @ Weslaco East 1830
Jan 19 Rio Hondo TBA
Feb 9 TAPPS State Tournament/DALLAS

Date Opponent Time
Dec 1 Central Catholic @ MMA 1400
Dec 7 @ Central Catholic 1800
Dec 8 @ Austin St. Michaels 1100
Jan 11 Harlingen South TBA
Jan 18 @ Holy Cross 1600
Jan 19 @ Holy Cross 1000
Jan 21 Austin St. Michaels @ MMA 1300
Jan 25 @ Antonian College Prep 1800
Jan 26 @ Antonian College Prep 1100
Feb 22/23 State Tournament

Soccer Team pictured above: Bernal, S., Bierbaum, A.,
Cepeda, M., Chavez, A., Cox, A., Fite, S., Flores, M., Garza,
H., Gordon, C., Guajardo, V., Joslin, D., Juarez, A.,
Ledesma, F., Ledesma, J., Lopez, J.P., Mackie, M.,
Marroquin, M., Munguia, V., Salto, J.A., Tapia, J., Trevino,
E., Turner III, D., Wilson, O.  GOAL!!!

Wrestling Team pictured above:  Anderson, J., Blocker,
B., Christensen, N., Fuller, C., Gannon, K., Leff, H.,
Lemons, J., Linton, T., Paylor, G., Vrettos, N., Wagner, C.,
Walzer, A.  �Ref - put 6 minutes on that clock and we�ll
show �em the lights!�

.

LEATHERNECK BOXING CLUB
 members:

Anderson III, John; Carter, Jacob; Cate, Nicholas;
Crowley, Oisin;  Davis, Stephen; Dougherty,
Christopher; Filice, Anthony; Fuller, Zachary;
Martinez, James;Orozco, Matthew; Pasvenskas,
Audrius; Rodriguez, David; Rodriguez, Lionel;
Ullrich, Psalm; Viers, Patrick; Shields, Chavez;
Wagener, Kyle; Weber, Lee; and Witkowski,
Christopher.

� Out-fighter � Boxer Puncher  � Brawler/Slugger  � In-fighter  �  Bob-and- W
eave Fighter � Puncher � Style M
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Boy Scouts TROOP 22 GOLF Company
Takes Home Intramural
Softball Competition �07

GOLD

PLAY  BALL!

VARSITY BASKETBALL   JUNIORVARSITY BASKETBALL
Head Coach Mo Molina

Asst. Coach Edgar Valero

Date Opponent Time
Nov 27 Valley View @ MMA 1800/1930
11/30-12/1 San Isidro Tournament     TBA
Dec 04 @ Pace 1800/1930
12/6,7,8 Port Isabel Tournament / JV Harlingen Tournament
Dec 10 Harlingen @ MMA 1700
Jan 12 @ St. Augustine 1400/1530
Jan 15 St. Joseph @ MMA 1800/1930
Jan 22 St. Augustine @ MMA 1600/1730
Jan 25 @ St. Joseph 1800/1930
Feb 02 @ St. Augustine 1400/1530
Feb 05 St. Joseph @ MMA 1800/1930

A large group of Scouts from MMA
Troop 22 recently earned the Shotgun
Shooting Merit Badge. The event was
conducted in conjunction with a
weekend campout at Camp Perry (local
BSA council camp facility). Scouts
learned the fundamentals of shotgun
shooting in a classroom setting, then
applied their knowledge practical
application style on the shotgun firing
range where they had to successfully
hit 25 of 50 moving targets (clay
pigeons) to qualify for the badge. We
attained 100% qualified! The troop also
conducted camping/cooking and
outdoor skills requirements towards
rank advancement. A great time was
experienced by all who attended the
event. Several Scouts earned the
Communications Merit Badge as
conducted by Ms. Shuster, an

academic staff member. Troop 22 started work towards earning the First
Aid Merit as conducted by MMA Nurse Carson. She is well versed on the
subject, and is doing a great job in teaching first aid to our Scouts. Troop
22 will participate in an Indian Lore Pow Wow campout weekend at the
end of November. This is a chance to earn the Indian Lore Merit badge
while participating in a series of instructional events designed to teach
Scouts about North American Indian culture and outdoor skills. The
weekend is highlighted by an authentic Pow Wow conducted by members
of Scouting�s Order of the Arrow. Interest in the Pow Wow runs high among
Scouts of Troop 22, and many boys have committed to attending the event.
A Court of Honor is scheduled on Tuesday, Dec 4, at the Cadet Activity
Center on the MMA campus. This is a formal award ceremony honoring
individual Scout achievements. Parents/family members and friends of
Scouting are invited. Please contact the Scoutmaster (SgtMajor Jim Poe)
for further information at 956-423-6006x270. Pictured above: MMA Biz Office
Manager and Academic Dean John Butler assisted Cadet Scouts interested in  earning
their Shotgun Shooting Merit Badge at a weekend Scout campout at nearby Camp Perry.

Home of
The Fighting

LEATHERNECKS
HOOPIN�
IT UP!!!

Varsity Roster:
#10 Asa Adair
#11 Matt Fishrupp
#15 Duran Hollis
#21 John Hilliard
#22 Chris Hjort
#23 Jonathan Valladares
#25 Malique Graham
#32 Peng Gao
#33 Robert Motheral
#40 Hanzi Wang

J.V. Roster
Andrew Hampton

Cody Hawkins
John Henne

Wei Huang
Tyler Maloon

Tranton Mlekush
Malcolm Owens

Trey Parks
Taylor Barlow

Seth Osmun

LEATHERNECK LEATHERNECK  LEATHERNECK LEATHERNECK

Schedule
of Competition

Pack the stands, Leatherneck fans!
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Fresh off the wire.................................................

�FALL  IN!�

Colonel Tom Hobbs, USMC (Ret)
MMA Alumni Director

Ph:  (956) 421-9232
E-Mail: hobbs@mma-tx.org

BIG Plans Are Brewing...
Mark Your Calendar TODAY

and Don�t Miss Out:

MMA Alumni Celebration 2008
March 28th - 30th *

*

Steppin� up, thus far TO DATE:

INTENT TO ATTEND 2008 ALUMNI REUNION
Honor, Courage, Commitment ... Who are The Few and The Proud MMA Alumni who will plan ahead and let it be
known they intend to attend the 2008 Alumni Reunion? The first step is to make the intent, and then make it a
reality ... or as we all recall--the command �FALL-IN�. Add your name to this initial list, which will be updated with
each LEADER publication, by notifying hobbs@mma-tx.org; billandmar@aol.com; flores@mma-tx.org.

Once again...Challenging Class of �98...2008 is your 10 year marker...get with the program!
Let�s set a record for Alumni attendance with Reunion 2008!

Step On Up!Step On Up!Step On Up!Step On Up!Step On Up!Step On Up !Step On Up !Step On Up !Step On Up !Step On Up !

� Harold Zurlo �69

� Jim Sproul, MMA �71

�David Dickerson �73

� Marc A. Gregory �76

�David Shepard, �77

� Craig Matteson �79

� Barden Ambroze �82

� Christopher Crum �82

� C.J. Johnson �82

� Roger Chappell �83

� Paul Urtega �83

� Pablo Fernandez �84

� Jim Patton �84

�Jamie Ortiz �86

� James Burton �88

� Robert Crider �88

� Servando De La Garza �88

� Shane Mason �88

� Robert Mosley Jr. �88

� John Oswalt �88

� Matt Watkins �88

� Craig Virsenga �89

�Matt Watkins �89

� Jeremy Henwood �93

� Johnny Kruse �93

� Jaime Ortiz Jean �93

� MYSGT McLaughlin

� SGTMAJ Steigerwald

�81
Col. Pat Redmon �
patrick.redmon@usmc.mil - back in
 Virginia as colonels� monitor, after duty
in Bahrain, says Mike Killion (PG �82)
made colonel in July

�83
Lt.Col. Stace Hayward (USMC
reserve) � Snyp2000@aol.com - as well
 as being a Dallas police officer, recently
got on with the 9th NCR (Seabees) in Ft.
Worth as the regimental military advisor
to the commanding officer

�88
Blane Moore �
blanemoore@hotmail.com - living in
Dallas and recently earned a B.S. in Adult
Training and Development and a direct
commission in the Navy Reserve as an
intelligence officer

�01
Carlos Escudero �
carlos.escudero@sorteotec.itesm.mx -
head of marketing research
(Departamento de Mercadotecnia y
Desarrollo)  Sorteo Tec

�02
LCPL David Rabbett (USMC) �
davegrunt0351@yahoo.com - attended
MMA from 2000-2002, currently
assigned to 3rd BN, 8th Reg. in Kuwait,
would like to reconnect with former
classmates

HELP WANTED: Looking for at least two volunteers from each MMA Graduating Class
to assist in researching location and contacting fellow graduates.  MMA will provide
copy of Academy data. Please e-mail your contact data to:  ATTN: Colonel Tom Hobbs,
hobbs@mma-tx.org.  Semper Fidelis!
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Here�s a hint:  Photogaph courtesty of MMA Alum Lic. Pablo
Fernandez G., Director General -  Coniauto S.A. de C.V.

Thinking Caps On...What Year?Thinking Caps On...What Year?Thinking Caps On...What Year?Thinking Caps On...What Year?Thinking Caps On...What Year?MMA�S MOST WANTED...
THAT�S YOU...YES, YOU!

OPERATION MMA  ALUMNI DIRECTORY
Update Is Underway!!!

It�s TRUE, a NEW Alum Directory is in the works.
MMA�s Connie Flores needs your name, class year,
�snail� and e-mail address AND phone number.

Reach Connie TODAY  by phone: (956) 421-9232;
E-Mail: flores@mma-tx.org;

or  �snail� mail:
Attn: Connie Flores

MARINE MILITARY ACADEMY
320 Iwo Jima Blvd.  /  Harlingen, TX  78550

��

HELP WANTED. The  Academy�s
Wall of Honor located in Peacher Hall,
Cadet Activities Center, recognizes
those MMA graduates who went on
to serve their country in a Branch of
the Armed Services. The wall was
dedicated to LtCol James A. Murphy,
USAF (Ret.) by his sons and
grandsons. A special thanks to Bill
Murphy who had two sons graduate
from the Academy, Joe �96 and now a
Marine Helicopter Pilot and Ryan �98,
and was the individual behind the
scenes in making the Wall of Honor a
most special addition to the
Academy.

The wall needs updating  for the years
2003-2007 and request alumni or
parents please provide full names
and Branch of Service, hobbs@mma-
tx.org.

Dear Colonel Hill,
Our son, Eric Rychwa, left home to attend MMA the spring semester of
2006 with a 1.9 grade point average. It was a very tough decision, but has

proven to be an exceptional one. Our Cadet - Eric Rychwa,
Fox Company, excelled in all aspects, completing the spring
semester with a 3.33 grade point average. He returned
to Michigan to complete his senior year at his hometown
high school. This past spring he was accepted at The
Citadel and has a 3.59 grade point average after his first
midterms. In addition, our Cadet is on The Citadel Boxing
Team which is the direct result of a very positive
experience with the MMA Boxing Team...moreover, the
coach he frequently speaks about with the highest regard.
He joins The Citadel Boxing Team along with other former
MMA students.

Our family is truly grateful for the opportunities MMA allowed Eric.
Thank you, Marine Military Academy, for your dedication to expecting
nothing less than excellence. We wish you much continued success.

Sincerely,
John, Donna, and Cadet Eric Rychwa, Kilo Company, The Citadel

Trae Miller, now a
Naval Academy
sophomore, touts a 2
and 1 record, fights
again on February
19th, 2008. Photo to
the left was taken
during brigade
matches as a
freshman...the
brigades are boxing
matches wherein
midshipmen compete
against each other.
Trae came in 2nd at
National Matches in
Reno as a freshman
and is now ranked as
ALL AMERICAN
BOXER. OORAH!

MMA ALUM �06 TRAE MILLER:
ALL  AMERICAN

Finishing his WHEATIES was never an
option for TRAE MILLER...

A little over a week left, needless to say I’m very
excited. Things here at VMI are in full swing. On Monday
I ran 4.5 miles with my new Run Group. I felt every bit
of it the next day. Friday was Founder’s Day so no
classes. Instead we had Rat Olympics, where the
companies compete in different events. My company
placed 8th out of 9th, but it didn’t matter; it was a lot of
fun. Afterwards we had a convocation ceremony and a
parade. During the parade the four 105mm howitzer
cannons gave a 17 shot salute to General Peay. Friday
and Saturday I was on guard, unfortunately. I had guard
from 10- midnight Friday-Sat and 4:40 – 7:00 Saturday
morning. However, I got to sleep most of Saturday. On
Sunday I went to my host family’s house and relaxed.
Academically I am doing well. I finished this awful paper
for my English composition teacher, and now I only have
a history one left. I’m looking forward to getting a week
off and being able to see my friends and family. I also
have a birthday on the 15th of this month, go figure. A
VMI birthday, maybe I’ll find time to take a nap! Wishing
you all the best!

Regards,
Tyler Secrest

WORD from MMA Alum �07 TYLER SECREST,
Freshman at Virginia Military Institute ...



Calendar of EventsMemorials: In Honor Of:

As the holiday season approaches, Marine Military Academy stands ready to
assist you with unique recognition opportunities designed to keep on giving

beyond the holiday season. To make a donation in  memory or honor of,
contact Ester Reyes at (956) 421-9231 or  e-mail: reyes@mma-tx.org.

MMA  LEADER
A  monthly  publication of
MMA  PUBLIC  AFFAIRS

OFFICE
320 Iwo Jima Blvd.

Harlingen, Tx. 78550
(956) 421-9235

Web Site:
  http://www.mma-tx.org

Email Address:
wieland@mma-tx.org

PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER
Debbie L. Wieland

Naming  Opportunities

Brick Pavers

Memorial Trees

Athletic Equipment

Tax-Deductible Cash Donation

�GySgt Antonio Aguilar, USMC (Ret) -
MMA C-Co. DI

8SgtMaj Larry J. Carson, USMC (Ret) -
MMA D-Co. DI

�MSgt Robert Fracasso, USMC (Ret) -
MMA F-Co. DI

�CWO3 Edward D. Harris, USMC (Ret) -
MMA A-Co. DI

�GySgt Frank Martinez, USMC (Ret) -
MMA E-Co. DI

�Capt William Joseph Murphy, II, USMC -
Returned from 2nd tour in Iraq

�SgtMaj Albert S. Wilson, Jr., USMC (Ret) -
MMA G-Co. DI

�Chuck Anger
�John H. Austin

�Col Charles W. Blyth, USMC (Ret)
�Col Robert W. L. Bross, USMC (Ret)

�Bill Check
�Sgt Blaine Garlow, USMCR

�BGen E. Hunter Hurst
�Myrtle Mason

�Col John G. Metz, USMC (Ret)
�Lea Stanford Moothart
�Miriam �Libby� Morton

�Gabriel Rodriguez, Jr. - MMA �98
�Maj Larry Robinson, USMC, KIA RVN 1969

�Betty Smith Stevenson
�John H. Stevenson, USN, WWII

�SSgt Alton W. Storrs, USMC (Ret)

YOUR Opportunities to Support MARINE MILITARY ACADEMY

Scholarship Programs
� General Scholarship
� Endowed Scholarship Fund

Planned Giving
� Charitable Gift Annuities
� Establishment of Trusts
� Bequests
� Gift of Residence with Right
     to Use the Property

Visit personally with staff to determine which opportunity best fits your lifestyle by calling
(956) 421-9231 or simply send your e-mail request to development@mma-tx.org.
Credit card and check donations can be made anytime by visiting http://mma-tx.org/
opportunities1.htm for on-line TAX-DEDUCTIBLE gifts by credit card.

December 2007
1 SAT
8 ACT
11-14 1st Semester Final Exams
14 Begin Holiday Break (1200)

January 2008
6 End Holiday Break (1800)
9 Begin 3rd Quarter Classes

February
1 Academic/Fall Sports Awards
2 Introductory Training Graduation
19 IWO JIMA Parade (1600)

March
11-14 3rd Quarter Exams
14 Begin Spring Break
23 End Spring Break
24 Begin 4th Quarter
28-30 Alumni Reunion

You�ve Got Mail!You�ve Got Mail!You�ve Got Mail!You�ve Got Mail!You�ve Got Mail!
To All MMA “raving fans”:

As we approach the holiday season, I want to extend my sincere
thanks to you for making it such a great year. Our cadets have
performed admirably and richly deserve the upcoming break.
They will disperse to 29 states and 6 countries, so their holiday
celebrations will literally span the globe. I ask that all of you
say prayers for their safe travels, and then get prepared for
another fabulous year at MMA. We appreciate your support
and welcome new registrations - so keep us in mind when talking
to that young man next door.

I wish you the happiest of holidays!

Sincerely,

Steve Cheney
Brigadier General, USMC (Ret)

President, MARINE MILITARY ACADEMY


