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MMA CLASS OF 2006 STANDS READY

he Marine Military Academy (MMA)
Corps of Cadets Band kicked off the
traditional Graduation Parade at precisely
9am. ontheMMA Parade Groundsin front
of thelwo JJmaMonument. TheBand pre-
sented a stirring concert just prior to the
Sound to Attention. During the parade,
MMA Military Department and distin-
guished guests presented a number of end-
of-the-year awards, honorsand recognitions
to cadets(seepages5, 6). MMA Vice Chair-
man, Board of Trusteesand Vice Chairman,
Generd MotorsRobertA. Lutz, ajet-attack
aviator in the United States Marine Corps
from 1954 to 1965, took his post as Re-
viewing Officer for the Parade asthe Corps
of Cadets marched proudly in review.
The graduating cadets had scarcely time
to catch their breath before MMA's 40th

(continued on Page 2)

BRIGADIER GENERAL STEPHEN CHENEY NAMED AS NEW ACADEMY PRESIDENT

he search hasended! Brigadier posure.

General Stephen A. Cheney, MMA Board Chairman Anthony
USMC (Ret) has ‘officidly’ been s Mclntyrestated, “Wearethrilled to have
lected as President of the Academy.  found such a distinguished Marine who
Genera Cheney, who will assume his  not only has had an exemplary Marine
post in July, replaces Marine Major  career, but also has extensive nonprofit
Generd WayneRallingswhoservedas  experience in the business community.
the school’s President from 1999 until ~ That, when combined with General
2005. Cheney’s superb education credentials,

A strong proponent of higher edu-  compoundsour belief we havefound the
|| cation, General Cheney planstowork  right person to assume the leadership of
| closdly with colleges and universities  this outstanding military academy.”
§ | togainadmissonfor MMA graduates, For the last three years, General
in particular the service academies,  Cheney has been the Chief Operating
where a number of Marine Military ~ Officer of the nonprofit, nonpartisan
Academy studentsmatriculate. Healso ~ Business Executives for Nationa Secu-
intends to be ingtrumental in increas- ity (BENS) based in Washington, D.C.
ing thestudent population at theAcad-  Comprised of 500 private sector Chief
emy whilesimultaneoudy buildingthe ~ Executive Officers, BENS provides
Brigadier General Stephen Cheney, USMC (Ret) School’s endowment and national ex- business advice and expertise to the

Continued on page 3

“I'm confident that the likes of
you will go forth from here and
make the world a better place
for the likes of us.”

--Robert A. Lutz

MMA Class of 2006 Valedictorian
Cadet Colonel David “Trae” Miller
(right) presents MMA Vice Chairman,
Board of Trustees and Vice Chair-
man, General Motors Robert A. Lutz,
Commencement Speaker (left), with
token of appreciation from the MMA
Corps of Cadets during MMA’s 40th
Commencement held May 20th in Col
Phillip J. Yeckel Memorial
Auditorium.

Full photographic coverage of Graduation
events, inclusive of Lutz speech in entirety,
available on-line at:_http://www.mma-tx.org/
Whatsnew.htm
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MMA Class of 2006 Valedictorian Cadet David
Miller (middle), “...let us remember those who
have taken this step before us and keep in mind
those who will take it after us so that we might
perform our duty to society in such a manner
that would leave this world a better place than
we found it.”

Commencement Exercises got underway at
11 am. in the school’s Phil Yeckel Memo-
rial Auditorium. The guest speaker for this
year's graduation - MMA Vice Chairman,
Board of Trusteesand Vice Chairman, Gen-
eral Motors Robert A. Lutz, needed very
littleintroduction. Ashe stepped forward to
begin his address, he was met by a stedthy
round of applause. “To the seniors graduating
today...yoursisan accomplishment that really
resonateswith me, because of thevaluel place
on education... it took meuntil | was22 just to
get a high schoal diploma! Thanks to a stern
father and the United Sates Marine Corps, |
finally found the self-discipline I’d previously
lacked to succeed in school and in life. From
my arrival at Parris Island for boot camp to
thelast mission | flew as a fighter pilot, each
day brought new challenges and new |essons.
Throughout my life since, not a day goes by
that | don't draw on the core values of the Ma-
rines. It'swherel learned to relish a challenge
and turn it into opportunity...honor, courage
and commitment...the lessons of |eadership.
America needs strong, intelligent, effective
leaders, both in the service and throughout
society...No matter where you go from here,
you will find that you' re incredibly well-pre-
pared for it because of your time at the Ma-
rineMilitary Academy...it'swhenyoureach the
next level that you'll realize how much value
this experience really had for you. You have
an excellent foundation on which to build...

(Seepage 9 for complete list of graduates))

thefoundation of leader ship. And you will take
that with you. You will remember what you
have learned here and why you are different,
and why thisisa school that works, asopposed
to many civilian schools these days that are
incapableof imparting a decent education...'m
sure most of you noticed that while you were
here, there wasn't a great deal of time and en-
ergy spent on making everybody feel good
about everything. I’ m sure you noticed that if
you wanted recognition you had to actually
perform. If you wanted to be designated a ca-
det officer you actually had to work, and set
yourself apart...\\e heard wonder ful and poised
speechestoday fromthe salutatorian and vale-
dictorian, and congratulations to both of
them.... but some school stoday have even done
away with those cherished, traditional honors.
They can't do anything that makes anyone ap-
pear better than anyone else, because that
means somebody else is not as good, and
people apparently are incapable of dealing
withthat. It scarskidsfor life, and makesthem
grow up with an inferiority complex. Well, |
say that's hogwash, and you know why? Be-
cause it totally ignores one crucial little de-
tail: real lifel ..thereal worldisin fact highly
competitive. | have beenintheautomobilebus-
nessfor 40-plusyears, andit'snever been more
competitive than it is right now. At General
Motors, we are working hard everyday to im-
prove our business, to protect what we have,
to gain more ground, and to prove the
naysayerswrong. And we don't expect to ac-
complish any of that unless we work hard and
performto the best of our abilities... your ex-
perience here has taught you that it's a com-
petitive world and if you don't perform, there
arenorewards; infact you might not even make
it. That is possibly the most important lesson
you'll learn... be leaders. That’s what you're
trained to be. | can't stress enough theimpor-
tance of having faith in your convictions and
having the confidence to express them. My
motto has always been, “ Often wrong, but sel-
dom in doubt.” ...Discipline, honor, courage,
conviction... you put them together and they
produce leader ship...continue to learn. ..And

MMA Class of 2006 Salutatorian Cadet Stephen
Cooper (middle), “Graduates of 2006, | am looking
forward to sharing the leadership of this world with
you as we move onto our new lives.”

you lead. And it will pay off for you. In atime,
like ours, of rapid and unpredictable change,
when tomorrow’s answer's are totally different
from yesterday's or even today’s, your educa-
tional process has only just begun...In fact, it's
never-ending...You’ve been given a great
launching pad here at Harlingen, and a world
of opportunity awaits people with your skills
and makeup. I’ m confident that the likes of you
will go forth from here and make the world a
better placefor thelikesof us. Congratulations,
Classof '06 —to you and your families—and
I wish you nothing but the best.”

Amidst addressesby Valedictorian Cadet
David“ Trag’” Miller of Harlingen, Texasand
Salutatorian Cadet Stephen Cooper of
Orcas, Washington, the 51 graduating seniors
maintained a proud vigil--listening to
speeches, shaking hands, receiving diplomas-
-al thewhileawaiting the Cadet Commander’s
signal for the traditional “cover” toss at the
conclusion of the ceremony. Findly, the call
cameand MMA'sClassof 2006 wasofficialy
solidified in the history of Marine Military
Academy.

Congratulationsto the Class of 2006, their
familiesand supporters. OOH-RAH, and be
sureto stay in touch!!!

MMA Corps of Cadets Names
Teacher of Academic Year 2005-2006
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ach year the Academy Corps of
Cadets selects the Teacher of
theYear throughacandid balot process.
Theteacher selected is presented with a
$1,000 check and hashigher photo and
nameengraved onaplaguewhichresdes
in Coleman Hall.
" Forthe2005-2006 Academic Year, the
Corpsof Cadets sdected Mrs. Charity
Munoz, Head of MMA's Mathematics
Department.
Pleasejoin MMA Corpsof Cadetsin
extending three cheers to Mrs. Charity

MMA’'S 2005-2006 Teacher of the Year

Mrs. Charity Munoz

Munoz:
Ooh-Rah! Ooh-Rah! Ooh-Rah!
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national security apparatus. In 2004,
BENS honored H. Ross Perot with the
Eisenhower Leadership Award in Dal-
las - an event that attracted the entire
Joint Chiefs of Staff and 1,800 other
“movers and shakers’.

Genera Cheney isagraduate of the
U.S. Naval Academy (‘ 71), theMarine
Corps Command and Staff College,
and the National War College. He
earned a Master of Science Degree
from the University of Southern Cali-
forniaand wasaMilitary Fellow at the
Council on Foreign Relations in New
York City, where he remains a mem-
ber.

Originaly an artillery officer, Gen-
eral Cheney served with the 1st Ma-
rine Division, Il Marine Expedition-
ary Force, and Headquarters Marine
Corps. He was the Deputy Executive
Secretary to Secretaries of Defense
Cheney and Aspin and was a Marine
Liaison to the Congressionally-man-
dated Commission on Roles& Mission

HOME, SWEET HOME,
ABOARD MARINE MILITARY
ACADEMY’S CAMPUS. The
“Welcome” mat is out at
President and Mrs. Cheney’s
house.

of the Armed Services. He al so served
asthe Inspector General of the Marine
Corpsbefore assuming duties as Com-
manding General of the Marine Corps
Recruit Depot, Parris Island and the
Eastern Recruiting Region (from
which he retired in 2001). During his
four tours of duty at the Recruit De-
pots in San Diego and Parris Island,
he was privileged to help recruit more
than 100,000 young men and women,
making them United States Marines.

General Cheney states, “The Ma-
rine Military Academy is a superb
school that upholds the Marine's
core values of honor, courage, and
commitment. | promise to embody
those traits as | work to make this
Academy an internationally-re-
nowned institution.”

Please join MMA in extending a
warm welcome to Academy President
Genera Stephen Cheney and hiswife,
Roxanne.

Junior-Senior Ring Ceremony deemed

O n the evening of April 22nd, Marine
Military Academy’s Peacher Hall
wastransformed, asif by magic, into avi-
sion of elegance in traditional observance
of the Junior-Senior Ring Ceremony.
Guestsarriving were met by abackground
of string melodies as rendered by The
Brownsville String Quartet. Amidst round
tables cloaked in white linen cloths and
colorful centerpieces, the Ceremony began
at 7 p.m., with a welcoming address by
Academy Sergeant Major Ford Kindey,
USMC (Ret) followed by MMA Superin-
tendent R. G Hill, USMC (Ret). Col Hill
explained the significance of the ring and
what each element symbolizes: The pre-
cious stone center, the ruby, portrays the
primary school color; the engraved depic-
tion of thelwo JmaMonument ontheside
of the band symbolizes the U.S. Marine
Corps core vaues of honor, courage and
commitment upon which MMA is
founded; and the other side of the band is
engraved with the school shield.
Twenty-one juniors walked the scarlet
runway, each joined by a predetermined
senior cadet of their choosing on ‘stage’
under theglittering replicaof theclassring.
During the presentations, seniors stepped

into the seven-foot ring and shared solemn
words of advice with the juniors.

The ceremony traces back to the Naval
Academy tradition wherein the exiting se-
niors“pass’ the school down to therising
senior class, dong with afew select words
of wisdom and, of course, the classrings.

Senior Cadet Colonel David Miller, son
of Mr.and Mrs DavidMiller, of Harlingen,
Texas, served as master of ceremony (and

‘toastmaster’) for the evening's events.

At the close of the ceremony, Cadet
Colond Miller gathered al seniorsto the
stage, presenting a toast to the fellowship
and future success of MMA's seniors and
all that will follow in their footsteps.

A heartfelt OOH-RAH goes out to So-
cia DirectressMonicaBatesfor her incred-
ibly special efforts which made this event
alasting memory for al in attendance. Su-
perintendent Col Hill urges al who have
not yet attended the annua event to ear-
mark your calendarsand planto attend next
year's ceremony dated for April 17, 2007.

“MAY YOUR GUIDING LIGHT BE STRONG” ... A TOAST TO YOU, MARINE MILITARY

ACADEMY’S CORPS OF CADETS.



MMA Class of 2006 Senior Banquet

A midst an air of scarlet, glittering gold and elegance, il
MMA Seniors, parents, staff and faculty turned out in

record numbers to MMA Class of 2006 Senior Banquet
heldinthe Florence E. KingAthletic Center onthe evening
of Friday, May 19th, a 6 o'clock. Lending an arm to the
ladies and sesting guestswere Cadet Chaplain ChrisElliott
and MM A Social DirectressM onica Bates. Cadet Col David
Miller,

Battalion
Com -
Imander,
wel -
comed
guests to
the Ban-
quet, fol-
lowed by
the Invo-
cation by
Cadet

WHO'’S PROUDER--MOM, DAD OR GRADUATING CADET? Captain
Cadet Max Cyphers, shown with his mother and father, plans David S.
to begin a career in the United States Marine Corps. A hearty Nekuyi,

OOH-RAH and best wishes to you, Max!!! Battalion

Executive Officer. Dr. John Butler, Academic Dean, ad-
dressed the crowd, keeping his message meaningful but
brief and to the point. Guests enjoyed addightful dinner of
cordonbleuandall the“trimmings’, catered by Harlingen's
Magnolia Grille.

Following dinner, Cadet Captain David S. Nekuyi pre-
sented Cadet Col David Miller with the Plankholder Award.
Tobedigiblefor the Plankhol der Award acadet must com-
pleteall of thesecondary grade (8th through 12th) at MMA.
MMA Classof ‘80 Jm Mischel addressed the Classof 2006,
reminiscing upon his experiences while a cadet at MMA
and drawing ahearty round of chucklesfrom cadets, moms,
dads, grandmothers and grandfathers aike. Mr. Mischel
presented the MMA Alumni Outstanding Cadet Award to
Cadet Cal David Miller, citing Miller’s lengthy list of ac-
complishments and noting only one deficiency on Miller's
resume--the size of thefish heredsin!

Cadet Col David A. Miller delivered the Benediction,
concluding MMA's Class of 2006 Senior Banquet.
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MMA Alumni
Outstanding Cadet

A CELEBRATION OF BROTHERHOOD. A well-fed, lingering At the top, Cadet Captain David S. Nekuyi (right) presents Cadet David Miller (left) with

‘gaggle’ of graduating seniors strike a pose following the Class of Plankholder Award. In bottom picture, MMA Alum Jim Mischel, Class of ‘80, uncloaks
2006 Senior Banquet. L-R: Cadets Jason Hiller, Lorenzo Estrada, the coveted MMA Alumni Outstanding Cadet Sword in presentation to Cadet David
Yasin Ansari, Armando Sanchez, Hunter Carmichael, Luis Cuevas, Miller.

and Donald Spiering IV. Lookin’ good!!!
4
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Marine Military Academy

TheMilitary Officer sAssociation Award

TheThird Marine Division Award

President’s Award
Awarded to a member of the senior
classwho has demonstrated outstand-
ing leadership ability, excellence in
scholastic achievement, active partici-
pationin extracurricular activities, and
who best personifies the most out-
standing cadet in the academic year.
Cadet Colonel David A. Miller

American L egion Bronze M edal for
Scholastic Excellence
Awarded to a member of the senior
class who has achieved scholastic ex-
cellencein all academic coursestoin-
clude JROTC subjects. Thiscadet must
have demonstrated qualities of |eader-
ship and actively participated in stu-
dent activities such as student organi-
zations, constructive activities or
sports.

Cadet Captain David S. Nekuyi

American L egion Bronze M edal for
Military Excellence Award
Awarded to a member of the senior
classwho has maintained an excellent
academic standing, including all
JROTC subjects, and who has demon-
strated outstanding qualitiesin military
leadership, discipline, character and
citizenship.

Cadet Captain Geoffrey A. Howard

Reser ve Officer sAssociation Award
Awarded to afirst-year cadet who has
demonstrated an outstanding combina-
tion of military, academic and athletic
achievements during the academic
year.

Cadet Sergeant Tate R. Landin

Awarded to a cadet who has demon-

_Association of Military Schoolsand
WColleqesof theUnited SatesAward

R
D
S

strated to a high degree, the combina-

tion of academic and military excel-
lence and |eadership potential .

Cadet Gunnery Sergeant Andrew J.

Davis

American Defense Preparedness
Association Award
Awarded to a member of the senior
class who distinguished himself
through superior performance in the
"Leadership Education” phase of the
MCJIROTC curriculum, and through
outstanding proficiency and achieve-
ment in all other facets of the
MCJIROTC program.

Cadet Captain Lorenzo L. Estrada

Awarded to amember of thejunior classwho
isin the top ten percent of his class, has an
"A" in military science, holds a staff non-
commissioned officer billet with the capa-
bility and expectation of being promoted to
acadet officer rank in his senior year.
Cadet Gunnery Sergeant Patrick O. Graves

National Rifle Association Club Cham-

Awarded to a member of the senior class
who has demonstrated an outstanding com-
bination of military and academic achieve-
ment, given in the name of those who have
served under the banner of the Third Ma-
rine Division.

Cadet Captain Ryan A. Law

TheNoncommissioned Officer sAssocia-

pionship Award
Awarded to a cadet for excellencein

marksmanship as a member of the
General Vernon E. Megee Rifle Club.
This award can only be received once.

Cadet First Sergeant William J. Musa

TheWeisenber ger Distinguished Marks-

tion JROTC Award
Awarded to the cadet noncommissioned of -
ficer who has consistently exhibited the best
military bearing, personal appearance, de-
portment and |eadership ability for the cur-
rent academic year.

Cadet Sergeant Kyle T. Gannon

TheMilitary Order of the PurpleHeart

manship Trophy
Awarded to the outstanding overall shooter

on the MMA Varsity Rifle Team.
Cadet Sergeant Joseph M. Tannehill

John Philip Sousa Music Award
Awarded in to acadet who hasdemonstrated
outstanding achievement and interest in in-
strumental music, singular merit in loyalty
and cooperation, and who has displayed
those high qualities of conduct that school
instrumental music requires.

Cadet Private First Class Austin G. Shuffield

Colonel H.Wm. Card Jr., USMC (Re-
tired) Inspirational L eader ship Award
Awarded to the graduating cadet officer who
best personifies the qualities of honor, in-
tegrity, responsibility and loyalty to subor-
dinates so essential to effective leadership.
Cadet Captain Graham M. Forssman

The Military Order of the World Wars
M edal
Awarded to the most-improved cadet in the
unit, who has advanced both hismilitary and
scholastic grades, and who has shown, by
his achievements, a desire to serve the
United States of America.

Cadet Staff Sergeant Richard J. Powell

The Women Marines Association
MCJROTC Award
Awarded to the most outstanding second-
year MCJROTC cadet with excellent aca
demic accomplishment and citizenship, with
the highest |eadership education grades for
his group.

Cadet Staff Sergeant Andrew E. Alexander

Award
Presented to a cadet who has demonstrated
an outstanding degree of |eadership poten-
tial and ability.

Cadet Lance Corporal Amauri D. Latham

Drill Instructor'sAward
Awarded to a cadet, selected by his Drill
Instructor, who isworthy of special recog-
nition.
Company A

Cadet First Lieutenant Thomas L. Herman
Company C

Cadet Captain David C. Brown
Company D
Cadet Lance Corporal Roland DeMarco
Company E
Cadet Captain Steven E. Park
Company F
Cadet Lance Corporal Jason S. Utnick
Company G
Cadet Staff Sergeant Kevin N.
Gurganious

Daughters of the American Revolution
Award
Awarded to a cadet with an excellent aca-
demic record, who has demonstrated de-
pendability and good character, adherence
tomilitary discipline, leadership ability, and
afundamental and patriotic understanding
of the importance of JROTC training.
Cadet Sergeant Travis R. Duncan

Veterans of Foreign Wars Award
Awarded to acadet who has shown the most
overall improvement in academic and mili-
tary standing during the current school year.
Cadet Lance Corporal Ricardo Rodriguez
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Awarded to acadet who distinguishes
himself through superior perfor-
mance, outstanding proficiency and
achievement in all facets of the

MCJROTC program.
Cadet First Sergeant Vincent R.
Cervassi

Awarded to a member of the junior
class who has demonstrated, by his
actions and attitude, outstanding pa-
triotism and Americanism, aswell as
noteworthy leadership within the
Corps of Cadets.

Cadet First Sergeant Zachary C. Bowen

Awarded to afirst year cadet who has
been faithful to hisschool; displayed
selfless, steadfast spirit and devotion
to the MCJIROTC program, as well
asthe school and its activities; main-
tained excellent academic achieve-
ments; and demonstrated outstanding
citizenship habits.

Cadet Gunnery Sergeant Tyrel L. Genoff

Awarded to cadets in grades 9 through
12 who best exemplify the concept of
the " Citizen Soldier" through academic
achievement, physical fithess, commu-
nity service and military knowledge
9th Grade
Cadet Lance Corporal Roland DeMarco
10th Grade
Cadet Sergeant Robert C. Gurley

11th Grade
Cadet First Sergeant Zachary C. Bowen
12th Grade

Cadet Captain Geoffrey A. Howard
Best Overall
Cadet First Sergeant Zachary C. Bowen

*

*

*

* *

The following 8th grade cadets received certificates of 8th grade completion at the
May 19th Academic Awards Ceremony:

Sufyaan Haseeb Ahmed of Houston, TX
Marcos Mishaan Alboukrek of

Col Lomes de los Palmas, MEXICO
Brandon Allen-Barker of Chino, CA
Peter Artemiev of Brooklyn, NY

Sean Michael Brown of Stockton, CA
Jacob Aidan Carter of Las Vegas, NV
Robert Cheng of Corsicana, TX

Trevor James Davidson of League City, TX
Levi Marcus Draher of San Antonio, TX
Cole Alexander Ducote of Friday Harbor, WA
Eric Neel Escher of The Woodlands, TX
Anthony Dominic Filice of Anderson, CO
Alejandro Javier Gaytan of Brownsville, TX
Andrew Simon Gonzalez of Arlington, TX

Marshall Reid Hearn of Houston, TX
Robert Zachary Hoyle of Irving, TX
James Benjamin Martinez of Westchester, CA
Alberto Moreno of Bosques de Las Lomas,
MEXICO

Michael Kenneth Nye of Oroville, CA
Ricardo Rodriguez of McAllen, TX

Scott Andrew Shade of DeSoto, TX
Aaron Joseph Smith Il of Houston, TX
Brian Ethan Stillion of Croshy, TX
Nathan Christopher Swor of Pearland, TX
Jason Sam Utnick of Jericho, NY
Ashton Aaron Walzer of Houston, TX
Jonathan Garrett Webster of Las Vegas, NV
Jonathan David Yates of Harlingen, TX

Many Thanks To:

A supportive Parents' Organization. These parents pitch in and support the Corps of Cadets
with many different endeavors ranging from birthday and pizza parties to off-campus field
trips. They offer great support to MMA Faculty and Saff--they're an integral part of MMA.

Join usin agrand OOH-RAH for these
MMAPO parent representatives:
Rhonda Bowen
Diane Cooper
TheresaA. DeMarco
Terry Garcia-Gannon

1« Military, cont’d

10th Grade
Cadet Sergeant Travis R. Duncan
11th Grade

Cadet First Sergeant Zachary C.
Bowen

Cadet Lance Corporal Patrick A. Davis

Pictured to left: Mr. Ben Yudesis presents
the National Sojourners Americanism Award
to Cadet 1stSgt Zachary Bowen. Bowen also
received the Tawani Charitable Foundation
for Military Excellence-11th grade; Best
Overall Cadet and 11th Grade Boy Scout of
the Year Awards.

And, agrand OOH-RAH goes out to these
COMPANY parents:
. Diane Cooper
. Brian and Denise Walker
. TheresaA. DeMarco
. Lea Robinson
Linda Motheral
Rhonda Bowen

MMA Parent and President of MMA Parent’s
Organization Rhonda Bowen addresses graduating
cadets at May 19th Aacademic Awards Ceremony.
“Everything the Parents’ Organization does is with

the Corps of Cadets in mind. We are especially proud

of these young men and wish them a successful
future...Class of 2006, we will miss you!”
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*Valedictorian Plaque

Givento thegraduating senior cadet who has
attended MMA the last three or more years,
with the highest grade point average.

* Cadet Colonel David A. Miller

Salutatorian Plaque
*Given to the graduating senior cadet who has
attended MMA the last three or more years,
with the second highest grade point average.
*Cadet Staff Sergeant Stephen Chase Cooper

Colonel Phil Yeckel, USM CR, Award for
Athlete of the Year

Presented to the graduating senior who has
contributed the most to the athletic program
of MMA and who has been enrolled at the
academy for at least two years. The name
of this year's recipient will be added to the
plague on a trophy permanently displayed

at the Academy.
* Cadet Colonel David A. Miller

USM C Scholastic Excellence Award

Mariner of the Year Award
Presented to an MM A mariner who hasdem-
onstrated exceptional |leadership, seaman-
ship and personal courage during marine sci-
ence boating activities.

Cadet First Lieutenant Grant Walker

Rolls-Royce Trophy for Excellence in

Aerospace

Presented to the cadet who exhibits an out-

standing devotion to his aerospace studies.
Cadet Captain Geoffrey Howard

Major General Robert E. Friedrich Award
Established in memory of Major General Rob-
ert E. Friedrich, longtime supporter of MMA,
who left abequest that will, each year, provide
award to a senior who exhibits the most out-
standing record in both academics and military
science.

Cadet First Lieutenant David Nekuyi

Daughter s of the American Revolution
Thomas Barlow Chapter American History

Presented to a cadet who has consistently
distinguished himself in the area of academ-
ics and whose personal traits of courage,
poise, self-confidence and leadership serve
as an example for younger cadets.

Cadet Gunnery Sergeant Andrew Davis

Award
Presented to the cadet who exhibits maxi-
mum effort in his class in American His-
tory.

Cadet Private Nathaniel Keegan

Rensselear M athematics and
Science Award

*USI\/I C Distinguished Athlete Award
Presented to thejunior athletewho isthe best
role model for younger cadets, and who best
exhibitsthe personal traitsof courage, poise,
self-confidence and leadership.

Cadet Corporal Brad Pair

*President'sAthleticAward
Presented to the cadet who is an unselfish
team player, atireless worker and an indi-
*vidual who has parlayed sheer hustle, sacri-
ficeand intestinal fortitude into recognition
and respect as a two-sport varsity athlete.
* Cadet Sergeant Tate Landin
Dean's Award
Presented to the senior who, in the opinion
of the Dean, has demonstrated the most im-
provement scholastically, over the three or
moreyears he has attended MMA.. Hisname
will be added to a plague permanently dis-
played in Coleman Hall.
Cadet Captain Lorenzo Estrada

*U.S. Marine Corps Music Excellence
Award
The U.S. Marine Corps “Semper Fidelis’” Mu-
*sic Excellence Award is presented to the cadet
who has exhibited the personal traitsof diligence,
dedication and music excellence while perform-

ing as a bandsman or soloist.
* Cadet Sergeant Benjamin Schwartz

Given by the Renssel ear Polytechnic Insti-
tuteto thejunior class cadet who isthe most
outstanding student in mathematics and sci-
ence, and who demonstratesthe potential for
success in science or atechnologically ori-
ented profession.

Cadet Gunnery Sergeant Andrew Davis

Top Studentsin Subject

English Cadet David Miller
Mathematics Cadet Stephen Cooper
Science Cadet Stephen Cooper
Social Studies  Cadet Andrew Alexander

Foreign Language Cadet Adrian Solis-Zapiain
Computer Science Cadet Stephen Cooper
Band Cadet Trent Davis, Jr.

Top Sudentsin Class

Eighth Cadet Robert Hoyle
Freshman Cadet Michael Karfunkle
Sophomore Cadet Andrew Alexander
Junior Cadet Dylan Boldt

ChrisHeard Scholar ship Award
Established in memory of former cadet Chris
Heard. Awarded each year to ajunior or senior
cadet who maintains at least a 3.0 GPA for one
year and demonstrates character, leadership, and
esprit de corps.

Cadet First Sergeant Vincent Cervassi

The traditional “cover” toss at the conclusion of the
Graduation Ceremony gives new meaning to TAKE
COVER!
Earning Navy ROTC Marine-Option
Scholarship and Accepting U.S. Naval
Academy Appointment
Cadet Colonel David A. Miller

Earning Appointment to U.S. Naval Acad-
emy but Accepting U.S. Air Force Acad-
emy Appointment:

Cadet Staff Sergeant Stephen Chase Cooper

Accepting Navy ROTC Marine-Option
Scholar ship to The Citadel:
Cadet First Lieutenant Steven Park

Receiving Scholarship to Universities
other than Service Academies*:

Cadet Hunter Carmichael - Texas A&M

Cadet Lorenzo Estrada - Texas A&M

Cadet Graham Forssman - Duquesne/

Texas A&M

Cadet Geoffrey Howard - Texas Tech

Cadet Ryan Law - William Penn/lowa State

Cadet David Nekuyi - Baylor

Cadet Patrick Perkins - Texas A&M/Baylor
* MMA recognizesthat other senior cadetswill
recelve scholarshipsthat are not listed here.

Dustin WadeTallichet Scholar ship Award
Established in memory of Dustin Wade
Tdlichet, 1993 MMA and eventua TexasA&M
graduate. Awarded to a senior cadet of good
moral character and leadership who will be at-
tending TexasA&M University.

Cadet Graham Forssman

National French Contest Awards
The organization for the National French Con-
test is sponsored by the American Association
of Teachers of French.
® Earning Laureat Medallion and L aureat
Pin for performance at National French Con-
test, earning 1st Place in Local Chapter and
7th place in Nation:
Cadet Corporal Adrian Solis
® Earning Fraternite Pin and Certificatefrom
South Texas Chapter for 3rd Place in French
Level Three:

Cadet Private Bryan Smith
1



MMA CLASS OF 2006 - STANDING READY

ANSARI, Yasin Idris
of Weslaco, TX

sUniversity of Texas-
Pan American*
sUniversity of Texas-
San Antonio

ARTIGUE, Brooks
Nelson of
Youngsville, LA

*Southern Louisiana
Community College*

CALDWELL, James
Jay of]
Laguna Niguel, CA

*Saddleback College
- California®

CARMICHAEL, Hunter
Allison of Austin, TX

sTexas Tech University

sUniversidad
Anahuac De
Cancun*
sUniversity of Texas
- San Antonio

CHAPMAN, Brian
Alexander of Davie,
FL

Norwich University*

COOPER, Stephen
Chase of Orcas, WA

*Rensselaer Poly
Tech Institute
sUniversity of

Washington

*U.S. Air Force
Academy*

*U.S. Naval Academy

CUEVAS, Luis Jorge
of Zapopan,
MEXICO

*Pan America
University - Mexico*

CYPHERS, Maxwell
Oliver of Lake
Oswego, OR

. |
- DAVIS JR, Trent
Walter of Spring, TX

~ «Sam Houston State
University

Texas Tech
University*

Houston: Main

Campus*
sUniversity of Texas-
San Antonio

FERNANDEZ, Daniel

Julio of Farmington, CT

*Moravian College,
PA

*Purdue University
- |*Skidmore College,
NY

FERRARA ADAME, o

Victor Amadeo of
Cd Mante, Tamps
MEXICO

*Embry-Riddle
*Monterrey Tech
University*

Colleges Applled To and Accepted At

FLORES, Federico
of Nuevo Leon,
MEXICO

*Monterrey Tech
University*

FORSSMAN,
Graham Musgrave
of New York, NY

*Duquesne
University
*Texas A&M*
*Texas Tech

HANISH, Windsor
_ Charles of
Scottsdale, AZ

'~ *Arizona Su Tempe
*The Citadel*

HERMAN, Thomas
Louis
of McAllen, TX

sUniversity of
Texas- Pan
American*
sUniversity of
Texas- San Antonio

"™ LEUMANN, Ryan
Anthony of
Richmond, TX

Houston: Main
*University of

HILLER, Jason Paul
of Anaheim, CA

HOWARD, Geoffrey
Austin of S an
Antonio, TX

Texas Tech
University

* Indicates College of Choice

HUGHES, Britton
Carter of
Driftwood, TX

*Sam Houston State
University
sUniversity of
Texas- San
Antonio*

LANDIES IIl, Robert
Woodside of
& Chardon, OH

-~ *Norwich University
+Virginia Military
Institute*

LAW-CRIDER, Ryan Tl
Andrew RS =

*Oklahoma City
University
+*Oklahoma State
University* -

, ANg
of Dalian, CHINA

'Berkeley College*

Alexander Jared
of Conroe, TX

«Blinn College of
Bryan*



MMA CLASS OF 2006 - STANDING READY
Colleges Ap_EIied To ad Accepted At

SANCHEZ-

MITCHELL, Jonah
¥ Alexander of
Chesapeake, VA

'F sMilitary: U. S. Coast

Guard*
*Texas A&M:
Galveston

NAZIF, Neema R.
of Dubai, UAE

«American
University (Dubai |
UAE)*

«Seattle University
*Whittier College

g NEKUYI, David
¢ Solomon
of San Antonio, TX

Baylor University
*Purdue University
sUniversity of
Texas- Austin®

PARK, Steven
Edward of
Birmingham, AL

sEmbry-Riddle
*Holy Cross College
*Indiana State %
University g
*The Citadel*

~ *Baylor University
*Purdue University
sTexas A&M*

+Texas Tech
University

*Monterrey Tech
University
sTecnologico De
Chihuahua*

!|‘

Armando
of Reynosa,

MEXICO M‘# ,“_

*Monterrey Tech
University* gl

SPIERING 1V, Donald

s of
i “" North Kingstown, RI
l‘ E M. Texas Tech

University*
«Tulane University

*Baylor University

*Montana State «
University s = W
Norwich [
University
*Pepperdine

SWAN II, Thomas
i Alden
of Helotes, TX

San Antonio

TORRES-AMAYA,
Julio Ceasar

of Monterrey,
MEXICO

*Monterrey Tech
University*
sUniversidad
Autonoma de
Nuevo Leon

JDEM Montere

VALKA, Peter
Alexander
of Boca Raton, FL

Northeastern
University
University of
Texas- Austin*

VELLA, Joseph
Richard
of Petersburg, Ml

sWashtenaw
Community
College, MI*
*Monroe
Community College ™
*Eastern Michigan g
University

[ k] b VILLARREAL-
i SALDANA,
. - "Jose Hugo

_ of Garza Garcia,
MEXICO

*Monterrey Tech
University*

WALKER, Grant
Farrell of
The Woodlands, TX§

of Houston, TX

sUniversity of
Houston*

WESTMAN, Erik
William
of Charleston, SC

«Stephen F. Austin
State University
«U.S. Marine Corps*
*UT San Antonio |

& WILLIAMS Il, David
Carson
“of San Diego, CA

«California State
University-Long Beach
*Humbolt

State University
*San Francisco

sUniversity of
Missouri:
Columbia*

% XIAO, Yu Zheng
& of Dalian, CHINA

4 <Houston Baptist

. University*

sUniversity of
Houston

sUniversity of
Texas- San Antonio

* Indicates College of Choice

Houston*
*University of &
Texas-San Antonio ||

ZHANG, Tian
of Cupertino, CA

sUniversity of
Washington
sUniversity of Texas-
Austin*

“TheMan in the Glass’

When you get what you
want
In your struggle for self
And the world makes you
king for a day,
Just go to a mirror and look
at yourself,
And see what that man has
to say.

For itisn’t your father or
mother or wife,
Whose judgment upon you
must pass;

The fellow whose verdict
counts most in your life
I sthe one staring back
from the glass.

He'sthe fellow to please,
never mind all therest;
For he'swith you clear to
the end.

And you'’ ve passed the most
dangerous, difficult test
If the man in theglassis
your friend.

You may.foal the whole
world
down the pathway of years
And get pats on the back
as you pass.

But "your final reward will
be heartaches and tears
I you've cheated  the man
inthe glass.

--Author Unknown
(Excerpted from MMA
Alumnus Tom Kolongowski’s
addressat MMA's 40th
Birthday Ball celebration)



Cadets of the Month

for April

Each month a cadet is selected from each company, from the band and from thedrill team, to be recognized for their
outstanding attitude, conduct and performance. Below arethe selectionsfor April with a comment from their Drill Instruc-

tor or activity coordinator.

“ Those selected are to be commended for their outstanding performance.” - SgtMaj Ford Kingl e(\é

ALPHA COMPANY
KELLENL.STUHLMILLER

Junior - Humble, TX

“ Cadet Suhimiller hasmade
huge stridesin leadershipandin
maturing in general. Heisvery
reliable, loyal and respongible,
with the mental and moral strength
to affect the changes he has made.
Cadet Suhimiller hastruly earned
thisrecognition.” - CWO3 Ed
Harris USMC (Ret)

DELTA COMPANY
DANIEL KHALIL
Freshman - San Antonio, TX
“ Cadet Khalil has become an
asset to this company through
sustained performance. His
accomplishments in both
academics and overall
performance are above
reproach.” -SgtMaj Larry
Carson, USMC (Ret)

FOX COMPANY .h— !
ZACHARY BROYLES

Sophomore - Forney, TX
“ Cadet Broylesisafirg-year cadet
who has demondrated and displayed
an excdlent attitude. Because of his
can-do attitude and initiative he has
earned this sdlection. He hastaken it
upon himsdf to pick up the Company
Guidon and lead fromthefront. |
look for himto be an excdllent to
outstanding leader not only at MMA
but also in the community.”
- GySgt Ernesto M ontemayor,
USMC (Ret)
BANDSMAN
STEPHEN CHASE COOPER
Senior - Orcas, WA
“ Cadet Cooper hasbeenan
extremdy loyal and steadfast member
and leader of the Band for thepast 3
years, rigng to Cadet Band Officer
this pagt year. He'san excellent
Saxophonist and a very talented
musician. One of hisstrongest
attributes has been his cons stent
willingnessto take charge and be
responsible asleader in charge.
Chasewill bevery much missed. ”
-CWO3EdHarris USMC (Ret)

“Cadet Khnanisho isa fine young man

bright future ahead at MMA and isthe

USMC (Ret)

ommandant

CHARLIE COMPANY +*
DAVID S.NEKUY |§%
Senior - San Antonio, TX *
“ As Platoon Commander, Cadet
Nekuyi's |leadership, maturity and
tenacity wereinstrumental to the
overall success of this company. He
consstently led by examplewith
utmost proficiency, sudying and |IF
keeping abreast of training schedules
and keeping those under hischarge
well-informed, appropriately dressed
andontime.” - GySgt Aguilar,
USMC (Ret)
ECHO COMPANY
WILLIAM A. SPIERING
Freshman - Austin, TX
“ Cadet Spieringisafirg-year
cadet who hasdonea finejob
academically, achieving excedllent
gradesall year. Hesa member of
the company laundry crew and does
adetail job. Hewearshisuniform
with pride, and it'sgreat to have him
inmy company.” - GySgt Frank
Martinez, USMC (Ret)

® -

a =
-

GOLF COMPANY
JACK KHNANISHO
Sophomore- Scottsdale, AZ

with a very bright future. He can be
counted upon to get thejob done
regardless of thetask. Hehasa very

type of cadet that isthe future leader- |&
ship. He définitely has displayed the |&
qualitiesto become aleader in
Golf Company.”
- SgtMaj Albert Wilson, USMC
(Ret)
DRILL TEAM/COLOR GUARD
JAMESJ. CALDWELL
Senior - LagunaMigud, CA
“ Cadet Caldwell isa four-year
cadet who has demonstrated
motivation, dedication, discipline--
always displaying an excdllent
attitude. Heis awell-rounded,
knowledgeabl e cadet who contin-

uesto st the example among peer's.
Cadet Caldwell does an excellent

jobasa Drill TeamMember and
will no doubt be successful inthe
community.” - GySgt Ernesto

M ontemayor, USM C (Ret)




MMA Class of 2006 A Part of Texas History in the Making ...

h day of the academic year the

arine Military Academy (MMA) offers
ahigtorica educationd opportunity, and Fri-
day, May 19th, was absolutely no exception
to the rule! At 9 am. in MMA's Memorid
Garden, directly adjacent to the Iwo Jma
Monument, SamHouston 1V joined longtime
MMA supporter and Board Advisor Billy F
Pricein dedicating alive oak treeto MMA's
Class of 2006. The live oak treeisasapling
grown from acorns harvested from The
Sephen F. Augtin Tree located on the site of
Audtin's death, aboard the Brazoria County
plantation owned by Billy F. Price. Thetradi-
tion of dedicating alive oak treein honor of
MMA'sgraduating dassbeganforty yearsago
with the Class of 1966, and each sapling has
beenaproduct of The Stephen F. Austin Tree.
Attending thisyear’s Dedication Ceremony
were Sam Houston 1V; Billy F. Price MMA
Superintendent Colonel R.G Hill, USMC
(Ret); MMA's graduating Class of 2006;
MMA ¢aff, faculty and media. Following
remarks by Sam Houston 1V, MMA’s
Battalion Commander - Cadet Colond David
“Trag’ Miller, MMA Class of 2006, dug the
first shovel-full of soil in preparation for
planting the live oak sapling, then each
member of the Class of 2006 gathered acup-
full of dirt and proceeded to the tree Ste to
add their cup-full. Sephen F Augtin IV, Billy
F. Price, Cal Hill, Chgplain McDondd and
MMA Facilities Director David Miller dso

added ashove full of soil in tribute.

Sam Houston IV addresses MMA Class of 2006 during Friday’s oak tree dedication ceremony.

SephenF Audtin, oftenreferredtoas” The
Father of Texas’, ishigtoricaly remembered
for the* colonizetion’ of hundredsof families
he recruited and brought to Texas, under the
extremely poor economicenvironmentinthe
United Sates in the early 1800's. Upon the
death of hisfather, MosesAusdtin, hetook over
agrant bringing U.S. settlersto then Spanish
Texasand, under specia termsgranted by the
newly-independent Mexican government,
wasingrumentd in‘colonizing’ and settling
more than 1,200 American families in what
wasto bereferred to as‘ Republic of Texas .
Austin served the Republic of Texas in the
capacity of Secretary of State—a true
visonary of a productive, thriving Texas—
until desth overtook him on December 27,
1836. According to hitoricd accounts, just

moments before Augtin drew his lagt bregth
heprodamed, “ Texasisrecognized! Didyou
seeitinthepgpers?’ Uponhearingof Austin's
passing, thePresident of theRepublic of Texas
Sam Houston declared, “ Thefather of Texas
isnomore! Thefirgt pioneer of thewilderness
has departed!” In recognition of Stephen F
Audtin’s “high standing, undeviated mord
rectitude, untiring zed andvaluableservice’,
Houston then ordered a 30-day period of
mourning. Stephen . Austin'splace of death
has been higtoricaly recognized aboard the
plantation now owned by Billy F. Price,
marked by The Stephen F. Audtin Tree, alive
oak. MMA Classof 2006 ogk treeisthe40th
classtreeaboard MMA'sMemoria Gardens.
When at MMA, be sureto drop by the“old
oak treg” in honor of MMA Class of 2006!

MMA Boy Scout Troop 22 ... Keeping It Real

(Real adventurous, that is!)

“Kind, obedient, trustworthy...AND
ADVENTUROUS” Thirty scoutsfromMarine
Military Academy’s Boy Scout Troop 22
wrapped-upthisschool year’scamping schedule
in fine fashion with aweekend trip to Laguna
Station - South Pedre Idand. This wes not a
typica campout, but rather achanceto sample
and enjoy avariety of water sportsaong with
strengthening thebondsof Scouting. Activities
included windsurfing, kayaking, canoeing,
swimming, surfboarding, boogyboarding,
campsite setup and takedown, and meal
preparationand deanup. Thefood menu ranged
from ham and cheese sandwiches to rib-eye
steak, cornonthecob, and baked potatoes. The
Scoutsaso enjoyed avariety of snack items—
and, of coursethe pleasuresof LagunaStetion,
South Padreldand, thebeschandwater. Laguna
Sation, owned and operated by theRio Grande
Council, located on South Pedre Idand inside
Ida Blanca Sate Park—just behind Dolphin
Cove's Oyster Bar, provides an extraordinary
camping experience and playground. Adding
to Troop 22's weekend adventures were two
historical notes: The Karankawa Indian Tribe

oncecamped onthisvery beach, and Pirate Jean
Lafitte is rumored to have buried his treesure
out among these dunes. Scoutmaster SgtMgj
JmPoereports, “ A great timewasexperienced
by all. The event provided a wonderful

opportunity to conclude this year’s camping
activities... South Padre stylel”

During Troop 22's Court of Honor held the
evening of Tuesday, May 9th, in MMA's
NeuhausMessHdl, thefollowing Scoutswere
recognized and presented Merit Badges Cadets

Charles Morrison, Robert Hoyle,
Christopher VasguezJr., Callen Callins,
Dillon Moore, Patrick Davis, Travis
Duncan, WiliamHardee, EricHarrison,
Michad Alfieri, James Flowers, James
Martinez, Zachary Bowen, David Miller,
James Dowddll, Edgar Seeg, Colton
Kempin, Taylor Fabian, Brandon
Broden, Jonathan Yates, Jack Khanisho,
James Rodriguez, William Akin, Dong
Shin, Evan Olsen, Christopher
Dougherty, Eduardo Solis, and Adrian
Silis. Eaningadvancement to LifeScout
were Cadets Brandon Broden, James
Flowers, and AdamWnaker.

A GRAND OOH-RAH goes out to
these Scouts on achieving yet another

HOW MANY SCOUTS DOES IT TAKE TO GET THIS THING IMportant milestonein their Scouting

AFLOAT... Oh, the Scout goes on TOP of the board?!?

caresr....Scout’s Honor!

1n



TOM MORTON
ATHLETIC DIRECTOR
HEAD FOOTBALL COACH

“Taking Care Of Business”

Baseball « Baskethall « Boxing « Cross Country « Football « Golf « Judo « PFT

L EATHERNECK SPORTS
2005-2006 BANQUET

+ Baseball:Basketball*Boxing*Cross CountrysFoothallsGolfJudosPhysical Fitness TrainingeSoccersSwimmingeTenniseTrack & FieldeVolleyball sWrestling

KNG
FNTER

FLOFRENCE |
ATHRETHI
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+ BasehallsBasketball*BoxingeCross CountrysFootballGolfJudosPhysical Fitness TrainingeSoccersSwimmingsTenniseTrack & FieldsVolleyball sWrestling «

M arine Military Academy Athletic

Director (A.D.) Tom Morton,
former Atlanta Falcon football player,
graduate of Texas A & | University,
teacher and coach for twenty-* something’
years(including head LEATHERNECK
Football coach) welcomed cadets, par-
ents, staff and faculty to the 2005-2006
Sports Banquet shortly after 6 p.m. on
Friday, April 218. There was absolutely
no mistaking school colors — MMA's
Neuhaus Dining Facility wasablazewith
RED and GOLD and the
LEATHERNECK theme was proudly
prominently displayed—EVERY-
WHERE!

Following ascrumptious dinner of roast
beef, potatoes, gravy and as many

Pictured L-R: Col R.G. Hill, USMC (Ret); Cadet Ryan Law;

Head Wrestling Coach Ron Lang.

desserts as a young man’'s eyes and
accompanying appetite will alow, A.D.
Morton turned the microphone over to
LEATHERNECK Wrestling Head

12

Coach Ron Lang. Coach Lang
congratulated the entire Wrestling Team
on a ‘season of growth’. Cadets Ryan
Law and Taylor Fabian received honors
as co-captains for the Team.

Serving up next was LEATHERNECK
Tennis Head Coach Frank Martinez, Jr.
with aspecia recognition for Cadet Colt
Marcyan — Team Captain and Cadet
Taylor Simmons — State Qualifier.

LEATHERNECK Swimming and
Diving Head Coach SSgt Caleb Hood
recognized the following: Cadet Nikki
Hill — Diving, STATE CHAMPION;
Cadet Preston Meyer —Diving, 2™ Place
State; and Cadet Tyrel Genoff —
Swimming, Team Captain.

Pictured below, L-R: Cadet Tyrel Genoff; MMA
Superintendent Col R.G. Hill, USMC (Ret).

Pictured L-R: Col R.G. Hill, USMC (Ret); Cadet Taylor
Simmons.

LEATHERNECK Soccer Head Coach
Magjor Harold Compton, USMC (Ret)
named thefollowing outstanding Soccer
Team members. Cadet Federico Flores
— 1% Team All-District and Honorable
Mention — All-State; Cadet Fernando
Ledesma— 2™ Team All-District.

Pictured below, L-R: Col R.G. Hill, USMC (Ret); Cadet
Fernando Ledesma; Head Soccer Coach Major Compton.




Cadet Chaplain Chris Elliott, V.I.S.A.
Head Coach, rolled out the ‘skinny’ on
the program for those unfamiliar to
V.I.SA. The V..SA. program (Valey
Independent School Association),
provides opportunity for yearlong
competition in volleyball, basketball,
softball and track and field for eighth
grade students who, because of their
youth, are not permitted to participate in
TAPPS competition. Those earning
honorsasMost Valuable Player of 2005-
6 were: Cadet Aaron Smith Il —
Volleyball; Cadet Ricardo Rodriguez —
Basketball; and Cadet Brandon Allen-
Barker — Softball.

LEATHERNECK Football Head Coach
Tom Morton recognized thefollowing for
outstanding performances during the
season: Cadet David Nekuyi — Most
Valuable Player; Cadet Joe Vella—Most
Valuable Offensive Lineman; Cadet
Donald Spiering — Most Valuable
Defensive Lineman; Cadet Billy Hardee
— Most Vauable Offensive Back; Cadet
Charles Gurney — Most Valuable
Defensive Back; Cadet Brad Pair —Most
Improved Player.

Pictured L-R: MMA
Superintendent Col R.G. Hill,
USMC (Ret); Cadet Aaron J.
Smith II; Cadet Chaplain and
Head VISA Coach Chris
Elliott.

Following a ‘cross-country mile’ of
laughter from theaudienceresulting from
an amusing round of anecdotes, Cross
Country Head Coach Bill Hinkle
recognized Cadet Brandon Broden who
earned honorsasL EATHERNECK Cross
Country Most Valuable Player.

Although LEATHERNECK Basketball
Head Coach Cardenas was unable to
attend the Banquet, A.D. Tom Morton
represented, recognizing Cadet Thomas
Herman — Team

Captain for his
unwaivering and
loyal assistance
throughout the

Pictured below, L-R: Back Row: Col R.G. Hill, USMC (Ret); Cadets James
Rodriguez; Orry Coursey; James Fuqua; Jayro Medina; Thomas Zachary ; David

LEATHERNECK Golf Head Coach
Amos Sdashonored thefollowing: Cadet
Sebagtian Garcia-Prieto — Varsity Golf
Most Valuable Player; Cadet Max
Cyphers—Varsity Golf Co-Captain; and
Cadet Tommy Swan — Varsity Golf Co-
Captain.

Pictured above, L-R: MMA Superintendent Col R.G. Hill,
USMC (Ret); Cadet Max Cyphers; Golf Head Coach Salas .

Miller; Head Boxing Coach/SgtMaj Robertson, and Cadet Jimmy Enos .Front
Row: Cadets David Rodriguez; Chris Vasquez; and Donald Spiering.

Pictured above, L-R: Col R.G. Hill, USMC (Ret); Cadets Billy Hardee; Joe Vella; Robert
Spiering; Charles Gurney; Brad Pair ; Head Football Coach/A.D. Tom Morton, and Cadet
David Nekuyi .

‘Rounding’ out the Banquet was
LEATHERNECK Boxing Head Coach
SgtM g Robertson, USMC (Ret) withthe
following recognitionsand awell-earned
pat ontheback: CadetsDonald Spiering,
Christopher Vasquez, David Rodriguez,
Jayro Medina, James Rodriguez, Jmmy
Enos, Orry Coursey, Eric Rychwa, James
Fuqua, Thomas Zachary, and—Ilast but
most assuredly not least—David “ Trag”
Miller.
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CATCHING AIR - MMA VISA PARTICIPANTS CHURN UP THE AIRWAVES IN HEATED

COMPETITION

e Marine Military Academy (MMA)
played host to eleven schools in the
V.I.SA. (Valey Independent School As-
sociation) Track Competition on Friday,
April 5. Competition got underway at 4
p.m. sharp, and all eventsran likea'well-
seasoned’ military maneuver under the or-
ganization and direction of MMA's Chap-
lain Chris Elliott. His date was full, from
securing an eventsannouncer, making cer-
tain each timer had a working stopwatch,
right on down to assigning each event run-
ner a separate lane—each detail worked
out to the ‘umpteenth’ degree!

Within the eleven schools entered into the
competition were four different
divisons—Boys and Girls 8 years and
under; Boys and Girls 9-10 years, Boys
and Girls 11-12 years, and Boysand Girls
13-14 years. MMA participated only in
the boys 13-14 year old division, making
astrong showing in these events:

First Place Ribbons
Cadet Ducote — Boys Running Long
Jump
Cadet Barker —Boys Softball Throw
Cadets Gonzalez, Moreno, Rodriguez,
Ducote — Boys 400M Relay

Third Place Ribbon
Cadet Moreno —Boys Running Long
Jump

Fourth Place Ribbons

Cadet Ducote — Boys 100M Individual
Cadet Gayton —Boys400M Individua

IS THAT ABIRD? A PLANE?
NO, THAT'S CADET
DUCOTE...IN FLIGHT!

Sixth Place Ribbons
Cadet Rodriguez — Boys 100M
Individua
Cadet Rodriguez — Boys Softball
Throw

The V.I.SA. program provides yearlong
competitioninvarioussports—volleyball,
basketball, softball and track and field, an
excellent extracurricular opportunity for
MMA cadets to compete who may not be
age-eligible or choose not to participatein

“SOFTBALL’S GOING THAT
WAY!” CADET RODRIGUEZ
SHOWS ‘EM HOW TO PUT THE
HAMMER DOWN...WITH
CONVICTION!

'sse|D Aydeboloyd s,premoH Ares) Jo Buegiy nA 1Bpe) Jo AS81n0d Sanid

CADET MORENO GIVES NEW
MEANING TO APPLIED
THEORY AND AEROSPACE!

TAPPS (Texas Association of Private and
Parochial Schools) competition. For
further information regarding the V.I.S.A.
program, contact MMA Chaplain Chris
Elliott at (956) 423-6006 Ext. 679 or e-

mail: eliott@mma-tx.org.

-ARE YOU READY TO
R-U-M-B-L-E~>

he Marine Military Academy

LEATHERNECK Boxing Head Coach
SgtMg Robertson, USMC (Ret) entered Six
cadetsintheApril 29" Find Boxing Event of
the 2005-2006 Season held in Kingsville,
Texas. Cadets Donald Spiering, David
Rodriguez, Jayro Medina, James
Rodriguez, Jimmy Enos, and Eric Rychwa.
Prior to the event, Kingsville Boxing Club
Head Coach Cantu released the following
comment tothe Press, “ Thisshowwill bespe-
cial because the Marine Military Academy
from Harlingen has stated that they will at-
tend our show, and we all know that the Ma-
rinesalwaysbring a good fight.” Because of
the one-day duration of the event, a 25-bout
maximum limit wasimposed. With atota of
25 Clubsfrom South Texas bringing boxers,
MMA was very lucky to have three boxers
matched. . .lucky for MMA but not so for the
competitionasMMA Leatherneckstook the
ring.
Theeveninggot off toafiery start with Cadet
Donald Spiering, 184 Ibs., versus Matthew

1

Lindsey, Corpus Chrigi PO.A. Spiering got
off fast with good combinations, and thefight
was stopped inthe 3¢ Round - SPIERING,
THEWINNER, BY TKO.

Our secondfight of thenight wasCadet Eric
Rychwa, 144 Ibs., versus Edmeendo Dana,
Club Puro Gallo. Rychwa won al three
roundswith eesebecausehenever let theother
fighter get s&t, staying on top with good
combinations. ThiswasRychwa sfirg fight.-
RYCHWA, THEWINNER.

Up for MMA's third fight of the night was
Cadet David Rodriguez, age14. Rodriguez
darted fast and took the 1% Round. Inthe 2™
Round, he didn’'t do much at dl; but, in the
39 Round it was dl RODRIGUEZ! He
realy showed his boxing skills and was
awarded thedecison. RODRIGUEZ, THE
WINNER.

Brimming with tremendous enthusiasm
SgtM g Robertson, Leatherneck Head Boxing
Coach, summarizes the year in review, “All
in all, this has been one of MMA's BEST
boxing seasons. We started in August 2005
and finished in May 2006. To all of the MMA

Boxerswho worked very, very hard | givea
special thanks. YOU madeour year!” -

--SytMaj Robertson, LEATHERNECK
Head Boxing Coach;

--GySot Mllarreal, LEATHERNECK
Assigant Boxing Coach

“YOU MAKE ME FEEL LIKE DANCIN’!”



Continued from page 13

LEATHERNECK Track Head Coach Mike
Morton recognized the following State
Quadlifiers: Cadets Brad Pair, Tate Landin,
Robert Long, and Jeff Aldredge — 1,600
meter; and Cadet Brandon Broden — 3,200

Jﬁﬂ 2824
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Pictured above, L-R: MMA Superintendent Col R.G. Hill, USMC (Ret);
Cadets Robert Long; Brad Pair; Jeff Aldredge; Brandon Broden ;
Track Head Coach Mike Morton .

Shooting straight from the hip was SgtMgj
Albert Wilson, Head Rifle Team Coach,
extending specid recognitiontothefollowing
Rifle Team members: Cadets Joseph
Tannehill, William Musa, Flint Yerian and
Thomas Petriquin.

Pictured to the right:
MMA Rifle Team
Member

Cadet Joseph
Tannehill

LEATHERNECK Judo Head Coach Charles
Robertson and Assistant Coach Sensel Sandra
Martinez recognized the following: Cadet
William McLaird — Most Vauable Player;
Cadet Jason Franks—Most Improved; Cadet
Karl Rohloff — Team Captain.

L-R: Judo Sensei Sandra Martinez, Cadet Karl Rohloff, Head Judo
Coach Charles Robertson.

Alumni News...wnere are they now?

‘75

William Roger s— contact him via
Classmates.com —warehouse
manager for nephew’s moving and
storage company in Phoenix, AZ

‘81

Col. (select) Pat Redmon —
patrick.redmon@usmc.mil - will
report in July to 5" Fleet Naval
Station Bahrain and assume duties as
Fleet Force Protection Officer for
oneyear

Lt.Col. Mike Stahlman —
michael.stahlman@usmc.mil - will
report in August to 29 Palms, CA to
become the base staff judge advocate
Tyronn Mitchell —in his senior year
at Northwestern State University in
Louisiana, has played for the NSU
Demons basketball team for four
years, Team, has also been invited to
an NBA Basketball camp in New
York after season ends

“AND
MITCHELL
SCORES TWO -
TWO MORE
FOR NSU!”
Photograph
courtesy of MMA
Faculty Member ||
Diolanda Dye

‘82

Lt.Col. MikeKillion (PG) —
michael.killion@usmc.mil -
currently CO of the antiterrorism
battalion at Camp Lejeune, NC, will
begin attending the National Defense
University in July

Jay Howe —
jay.howe@wnco.com - livingin
Irving, TX, married with three boys
ages 6, 4, and 2, did not make
reunion because of 3rd baby boy,
still working for Southwest Airlines
in Dallas

‘83
Brian Knowles (PG) — www.cbre.com/

BrianK nowles - works on behalf of CB

Richard Ellis as First Vice President of
Industrial Real Estate Servicesin East
Brunswick, NJ, sends his best to the
Mortons and Coach Mac

‘92

JoeTurley - joe.turley@gmail.com -
living in Alaska and working as the
systems administrator for Risk and
Benefit Management SystemsLLC

‘93

David Greuner —
dcg@medesthetik.com - president and
medical director of Med Esthetik
Clinics and Skincare, New York, NY
‘94

Malik Abbott — contact him via
Classmates.com —in real estate in the
San Francisco area, married, two
children, would like to hear from Khalid
Williams, Colin Whittle, Logan Lidster,
Sean Barker, and Scot Williams

‘05

Josh Gasaway —
HellBentTexan05@hotmail.com -
completed hisfirst year at TexasA&M,
heading to Kenya, Africain Juneon a
church mission trip

“WHAT THE HECK IS THAT THING???”
BRAND SPANKING NEW ALUMNUS YU
WANG, MMA CLASS OF 2006, SPORTS
THE UNOFFICIAL SENIOR CLASSIC
T-SHIRT UNDER THE SCUTINIZING EYE OF
LONGTIME FRIEND OF THE ACADEMY
SGTMAJ WILLIAM STEIGERWALD.

® ALUMNI: BesuretoE-Mail your
o Updates to pickens@mma-tx.org
e for inclusion in the Leader!
: “Thanksto all of you for making
o this section such a joy to put
® together. Keep the information
:coming in and the bonds of
e brotherhood strong.”

. Much love,

° Michele Pickens (Mickie)

[ ]
Need tofind out what’sgoing on with :
afdlowalum?Getonboard MMA’s e
on-line “Alumni Bulletin Board”. ®
Fill out the Alumni Information §
Request form located on-line: http:/ o
/www.mma-tx.org/alumni.htm or ®
call ConnieFloresat (956) 421-9232. ¢

Get on Board: °
ALLALUMNI, ALL THETIME! e
[ ]

[ ]
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Calendar of Events

June

Memorials

Peggy Haggas
L Cpl Jeffery Todd Hattaway, USMC
- KIA, Lebanon, 12/4/1983
*Robert W. Hintz, Sr.

«Capt Robert J. Shirk, USMC
*Cpl Bruce W. Tress, USMC
*GySgt Larry L. Wisnoski, USMC (Ret)
*Tom Yates

In Honor Of:

August

5 Football Camp
6  Band/Drill Team Camp
L eadership Orientation Check-In
12 Registration for First Year Cadets
13 Check-Infor Returning Cadets
Military Orientation for Plebes
14-15 Teacher In-Service Days
16  ClassesBegin

1-30 Summer Bresk

July

2  Summer and ESL Camp Regidration
29 Summer and ESL Camp Graduation

°E. Ross Kyger, IV - Company

Commander of “B” Co. - MMA 1999
«Jay Mancini
eHonorable George P. Schultz

Opportunities For YOU To Support Marine Military Academy:
Preparing Juture Ceaders tor a Cite of Ceadership

Marine Military Academy offers YOU a number of gifting opportunities. Credit card donations
can be made anytime by visiting http://mma-tx.org/opportunities].htm A brief description for each charitable opportunity is provided below.
To visit personally with staff to determine which opportunity best fits your lifestyle, call (956) 421-9231 or send your E-mail request to

@yelopment( (Dnmm—txorg. *
Scholarship Programs - This past year the Marine Military Academy provided over §640,000 in scholarship assistance through either the General Scholarship Fund and/ or
Endowed S cholarship Fund.
*General Scholarship: Gifts contributed to MMA General Scholarship Fund are donated during one fiscal year and awarded to deserving cadets the
following academic year. Your contribution to General Scholarship Fund enables MMA to help parents who could not financially send their son to MMA.
To gift to MMA General Scholarship Fund visit: http://mma-tx.org/opportunities] htm on-line or contact MMA Development Office®.
*Endowed Scholarship: A perpetually endowed scholarship of $500,000 equates to alifetime scholarship named in honor of the individual who made
the contribution. Your original gift is never touched and only the interest generated is used. To make an Endowed Scholarship Fund donation visit:
http://mma-tx.org/opportunities1 htm on-line or contact MMA Development Office*.
Planned Giving - MMA offers you a number of opportunities to support the Academy through forms of financial giving: Charitable Gift Annuities,
Establishment of Trusts, Bequests and Gift of Residence with Right to Use the Property. Explore these and other gifting opportunities by contacting
Chaplain Leo McDonald at (956) 421-9225 or E-mail at: chaplainmc(@aol.com.
Naming Opportunities - MMA provides many opportunities for the naming of buildings, offices and various facilities. To discuss this form of support
contact LtCol Bob Grider at (956) 421-9230 or E-mail: griderf@mma-tx.org
Brick Pavers - The Brick Paver Program provides a beautiful and lasting memorial for loved ones, fallen comrades and friends. These pavers are
permanently displayed along the Battalion Quadrangle, the Chosin Few Gate and at the Iwo Jima Monument. To purchase your Brick Paver contact LtCol
Bob Griderat  (956) 421-9230, E-mail: grider(@mma-tx.org or visit http:/ /mma-tx org/ opportunities1. htm on-line for a downloadable Brick Paver form.
Memorial Trees - This gifting opportunity not only assists the Academy financially but leaves a lasting reminder to be enjoyed by future generations. To
purchase your Memorial (or “In Honor Of”) Tree, contact LtCol Bob Grider at (956) 421-9230, E-mail: grider(@mma-tx.org or visit http:/ /mma-tx.org/
opportunities|.htm on-line.
Athletic Equipment - “Developing Strong Bodies and Minds” is forefront at MMA, and the Athletic Department is no exception to the rule. MMA
continues the process of upgrading and replacing worn pieces of athletic equipment, specifically weight room equipment. To assist in this endeavor contact
Athletic Director Tom Morton at (956) 421-9405 or E-mail TMorton@MMA-TX. ORG.
Tax-Deductible Cash Donation - Twenty-four hour access! MMA provides opportunity for your tax-deductible cash donation.

Visit http://mma-tx org/opportunities 1. htm .
YOUR TAX-DEDUCTIBLE GIFT IS IMPORTANT! Support the Marine Military Academy...Together, We’re Preparing

Future'Leaders For A Lifetime of Leadership. GIFT- GENEROUSLY 'TODAY TOWARDS A*BETTER TOMORROW.

Just The FACTS, Ma’am!

MA has partnered with FACTS M anagement

Company, the tuition management service most
widdy used by over 3500 schools nationwide. FACTS
providescadet parentsand guardiansthe convenienceof a
flexible and secure automated program with on-line ac-
cess to individual account information while enabling
MMA to more efficiently control costs and concentrate
available resources on MMA's primary mission: EDU-
CATION. For the upcoming school year, payment op-
tionswill be to ether pay the entire tuition and fees bal-
ancein advancedirectly to MMA OR budget ingtalment
paymentsthrough FACT S. Contact MMA'sBusinessDe-
partment at (956) 423-6006 Ext. 855for acopy of FACTS
brochure or vist the “eCashier” link for on-line enroll-

ment at: hitp://mww.mmeartx.org/Admissonshtm.
MMA Superintendent Col R.G Hill, USMC (Ret) notes,

MMA LEADER
A monthly publication of
MMA PUBLIC AFFAIRS
OFFICE
320 Iwo JimaBlvd.
Harlingen, Tx. 78550
(956) 421-9235

Web Site:
http://www.mma-tx.org

Email Address:
wigland@mma-tx.org

“Ultimately, our goal and responsibility isto provide the
best serviceto our customersand to exercisethe best pos-
shle stewardship of our resources. Asalways, we appre-
ciate your support and cooperation.”

Cross Country Head Coach Bill Hinkle congratulates
Cadet Brandon Broden, LEATHERNECK Cross Country
Most Valuable Player. See full coverage of MMA Sports
Banquet inside on pages 12, 13 & 15.

PUBLIC AFFAIRSOFFICER
Debbie L. Wieland




