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Dedicated to Our Cadets » The Leaders of Tomorrow

Special Events

Summer Camp Graduation Parade

Three hundred young men completed 

the summer camp program and 

participated in the Marine Military 

Academy Summer Camp Graduation 

Parade July 23. Though the morning 

weather was hot and still, it did not 

keep more than 600 people from 

turning out. Parents, siblings and other 

family members and friends proudly 

watched and applauded the campers 

during the pass in review.

To view and/or download photos of 

this and other summer camp events, 

visit Flickr.com/Photos/MMAHarlingen. 

The MMA Color Guard presents the MMA lag during the pass in review. 

Honor Man Jose Chapa Garza of Guadalupe, 
Mexico, leads Platoon ESL 1. 

Honor Man Joshua Lamb of Aledo, Texas, 
leads Platoon 101. 

Cadet Instructor Philipp Slivko of Moscow salutes 
as he leads Golf Company in the parade. 
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Summer Camp Graduation Ceremony

Three hundred campers received their 

certiicate of completion at the Marine 
Military Academy Summer Camp 

Graduation Ceremony July 23. 

The ceremony followed the morning 

parade and was held in front of the 

company barracks. The drill instructors 

congratulated all the young men before 

their family members and friends. 

They also recognized the campers 

who earned the Honor Man award, 

the Most Improved award and the 

Commandant’s Achievement award.

When it was all over, the boys indulged 

their family members with hugs and 

photos. They also made sure to 

exchange phone numbers and social 

media accounts with their summer 

camp “brothers” before heading home.
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Ethan Mapes of League City, Texas, accepts his certiicate from Drill Instructor MGySgt Heath Schaaf. 

Jacob Stoddard of Atlantic Highlands, N.J., 
heads for home.

Treven DeBorde of Molino, Fla., lashes a 
smile as he waits to be recognized. 

Cheikh Niang of Paris holds up his 
graduation certiicate.  

Kristopher Seright of Oak Grove, Ky., (right) thanks 
his mentor Cadet Instructor Luis Álvarez Quintana 
of Monclova, Mexico.

This year, MMA’s campers originated 

from 11 countries and 34 states. 
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Summer Camp Registration

On June 25, approximately 300 

young men from all corners of the 

globe checked in for Marine Military 

Academy Summer Camp. Trafic was 
high in Peacher Hall as parents, siblings, 

grandparents and friends dropped off 

the campers and wished them well.

After saying goodbye to their families, 

the campers were guided by cadet 

instructors through in-processing. In 

about an hour’s time, campers get a 

“haircut,” collect their uniforms and 

gear, and start settling into their rooms. 

Benjamin Auldridge of Aledo, Texas, grabs his gear 
before heading to the barracks. 

Micah Levine of Birmingham, Ala., won’t get away 
wthout a hug from his mother.

Michael Sewell of Colleyville, Texas

William Meitz of Huntington Station, N.Y.

Nathan Stratton of Concord, Calif. 

Christian Bryant of Houston

Headshaving

All Marine Military Academy 

summer campers must stop 

by the barber shop to get the 

perfect summer “hairstyle.” The 

headshaving is a right of passage 

at MMA, symbolizing a new start. 

Below are just some of the boys 

who proved that confidence 

comes from the inside. 

Jacob Swan of Houston eagerly waits to check in. 

Logan O’Neil of Burleson, Texas, is already looking 
more handsome. 
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Field Meet

Proud relatives and friends packed 

the stands of Bowman Stadium to 

cheer on the campers at the Marine 

Military Academy Summer Camp 

Field Meet July 22. 

At the ield meet, all the platoons 
competed in three events: Tug of 

War, Paul Revere and Dizzy Izzy. 

When the events were over, the 

families reunited with their sons 

and were able to spend a couple 

of evening hours with them on the 

MMA campus.

The games allow the campers to test 

their new strength and endurance, 

and practice their teamwork and 

sportmanship. At times, the games 

also provide the families with a little 

comic relief!

The ield meet takes place the day 
before the summer camp parade and 

graduation ceremony.

4

Platoon ESL takes control of the Tug of War. 

Kevin Summers of Omaha, Neb., joins up 
with his poud father. 

Honor Man Tanner Merten of Cypress, Texas, leads 
Platoon 601 onto the ield. 

Daniel Segura Rojas of Altamira, Mexico, 
carries Samuel Palacios of Harlingen, 
Texas, during the Paul Revere race .

A camper spins around the bat during the 
Dizzy Izzy race.
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Iron Man

On July 17, Platoon 201 inished the 
Marine Military Academy Iron Man 

with the top time of 46 minutes and 

45 seconds.

Iron Man had three winning platoons, 

one for each division. Platoon 201 took 

irst in the Oldest Boys division; Platoon 
ESL took irst place in the Middle Boys 
division with a time of 52 minutes and 

37 seconds; and Platoon 801 took irst 
in the Youngest Boys division with a 

time of 54 minutes and 30 seconds.

This multi-event race requires 24 

campers from each platoon to 

participate. The whole campus is 

utilized during Iron Man, and the race 

starts and ends at Bowman Stadium.

Held in three rounds, the platoon 

teams must complete 11 events in the 

Joshua Petry of Peoria, Ariz., balances across the 
bars in the Obstacle Course. 

following order: Initial Run, Low Crawl, 

Fireman’s Carry, Rile Range, Run to 
Obstacle Course, Obstacle Course, 

Conidence Course, Run to Paintball 
Course, Paintball, Swim and Final Run.

All the platoons successfully inished 
Iron Man in under 56 minutes.

Listed are the inishing times for each 
platoon:

• 101 55:32  • 201 46:45

• 301 52:36  • 401 51:57

• 501 54:30  • 601 54:17

• ESL 52:37  • 701 56:05

• 801 54:30  • 901 55:04

• 1001 55:06

Grant Von Der Ahe of Austin, Texas, pounds the 
pavement in the Final Run. 

A camper speeds across the pool during 
the Swim. 

Jackson Mankowski of Madison, Wisc., (left) 
has the back of buddy Logan Sanchez of 
Winter Garden, Fla.

Andrew Imwalle of The Woodlands, Texas, 
warms up by performing a handstand.   
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ESL Summer Camp

The English as a Second Language 

(ESL) summer campers studied hard 

and played hard at Marine Military 

Academy. 

MMA ESL Camp incorporates a great 

deal of applied learning. ESL campers 

not only take 120 hours of English in 

the classroom, but they also participate 

in several creative activities that 

strengthen their English — such as 

karaoke! 
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Bingcheng Lin of Wenzhou, China, (left) and 
Yixiong Wang of Nanchang, China, get ready 
for the karaoke show. 

After class, ESL campers engage in 

the same military adventure activities 

as the other summer campers. In fact, 

the activities greatly help the campers 

practice their new language skills, 

particularly during the team challenges.

This year, the ESL campers came from 

the countries of China, Japan, Mexico 

and Taiwan.

Rion Nawata of Tokyo shows his “home”-
made kite. 

Zhenghao Li of Nanchang, China, is starting to feel 
the endorphines from his run. 

Roberto Cantú Ramírez of Monterrey, Mexico, lies 
through the Obstacle Course. 

Diego Hernández Heredia of Guadalupe, Mexico, works out his upper body with concrete weights. 

Zekai Sun of Beijing gets ready to ly his kite. 
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Recent Events

Camp Perry

All the Marine Military Academy 

companies took a ield trip to Camp 
Perry in nearby Rio Hondo, Texas, the 

third week of July. At Camp Perry, all 

campers engage in archery, swimming 

and canoeing.

The trip is an opportunity for campers 

to spend an afternoon in the scenic 

outdoors and Arroyo Colorado river. 

Jude Chavez-McVay of Penrose, Colo., prefers to be in the water than in the canoe. 

William Meitz of Huntington Station, N.Y., aims for 
the bullseye. 

Oluwalayomi Giwa of Calgary, Canada, enjoys 
learning how to swim. 

Thomas Wexler of San Antonio, (top center) Jason 
Conklin of Wittman, Ariz., (left) and Cody Coffey 
of Liberty Hill, Texas, (right) engage in a some 
brotherly love. 

Drill Competition

The platoons of each company 

competed against one another 

in the Drill Competition July 22. 

At this annual event, the platoons 

are evaluated on their marching 

skills and ability to perform a 

routine as a unit.

The campers of the winning 

platoons receive a special pin 

to wear on their graduation 

uniforms. All campers participate 

in this march-off and are reviewed 

by Commandant of Cadets SgtMaj 

Ford Kinsley, USMC (Ret).

Joshua Wiltz of Pearland, Texas, gets caught 
up in the excitement of Platoon 701.

Richard Loya of Harlingen, Texas, leads 
Platoon 901 in the march. 
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Photo Messages

Mar ine  Mi l i t a ry  Academy 

summer campers are strongly 

encouraged to write actual letters 

to their parents and share their 

experiences. Some campers, 

however, also had the opportunity 

to photo message their parents 

via Facebook. 

Recent Events

SAT & ACT Prep Camp

Ten boys from across the region 

part ic ipated in Marine Mil i tary 

Academy’s SAT & ACT Prep Camp 

June 13-17.

The purpose of this weeklong day camp 

is to help high school boys assess their 

college readiness and cover the key 

material to boost their scores on the 

SAT and ACT college admission tests.

The SAT/ACT campers studied intensely 

for four days in the classroom. They 

reviewed and practiced math and 

verbal applications and took the PSAT, 

SAT and ACT practice exams.

On the ifth and inal day, the students 
tackled the MMA Tower and spent the 

morning ziplining, rappelling and rock 

climbing. 

Held the third week of June, MMA’s 

SAT Prep camp is open to young men 

entering grades 9-12. Learn more at 

MMA-TX.org/SATPrep.

Trevor Williams of McAllen, Texas, enjoys his ride 
on the zipline. 

Riley McCaleb of Weslaco, Texas, makes rappelling 
look easy.

John Padilla of Harlingen, Texas, gets ready to 
study hard. 

Charles Drapela of Boerne, Texas, sends an 
old-school “tweet” to his father.

Roan Faustermann of Kingwood, Texas, 
“writes” to his mother. 
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Honor Man & Most Improved

Twenty-four campers were recognized 

for their distinguished achievement at 

the Marine Military Academy Summer 

Camp Graduation Ceremony July 23. 

Given to a camper from each platoon, 

the Honor Man award is presented 

to the young man who consistently 

exempliied the Marine Corps qualities 

and values. The Most Improved award 

goes to the individual who showed the 

most physical and/or mental growth 

during the four weeks of camp.

Honor Man
Joshua Petry
Peoria, Ariz.

Most Improved
Samuel Palacios
Harlingen, TexasP
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Honor Man
Joshua Lamb
Aledo, Texas

Most Improved
Richard Knight II
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Honor Man
Aaron Babineau

Austin, Texas

Most Improved
Gage Clark

San Antonio, TexasP
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Honor Man
Victor Rivas
San Antonio, 

Texas

Most Improved
Hunter Grimm
Waxhaw, N.C.P
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Honor Man
Alfonso

Hernández Rios
Monterrey, Mexico

Most Improved
Enrique

Cabrera Puente
San Nicolas, Mexico

P
la

to
o

n
 4

0
1

 (
F
o

x
)

Honor Man
Tanner Merten
Cypress, Texas

Most Improved
Stephen Kahn

Englewood, Colo.P
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Honor Man
Unyime Obote II

Missouri City, 
Texas

Most Improved
Jackson Durbin
Coppell, Texas
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Honor Man
Maxwell Allard

Layton, Utah

Most Improved
Michael Dillon
Houston, Texas
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Honor Man
Stanley Yu

Shanghai, China

Most Improved
Calvin King

Beijing, China
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Honor Man
José Chapa Garza

Guadalupe, Mexico

Most Improved
Yixiong Wang

Nanchang, China
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Honor Man
Garrett Heimann
Colleyville, Texas

Most Improved
Landon Fisher
Midland, Texas
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Honor Man
Alejandro Fonseca

Cuidad Lopez 
Mateos, Mexico

Most Improved
Rion Nawata
Tokyo, Japan
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Josh Gasaway

On July 25, Josh Gasaway, Class of 

2005, received one of the greatest 

gifts a coach and Marine Military 

Academy alumnus could ask for... 

an autographed Leatherneck 

helmet! 

In mid-July, Gasaway’s wife Shay 

contacted Superintendent Col 

R. Glenn Hill and asked for an 

MMA helmet to complete her 

husband’s collection. She told 

Col Hill that her husband coaches 

football at McKinney North High 

School in McKinney, Texas. She 

went on to explain that Coach 

Scott Swinnea, Gasaway’s coach 

at MMA, inspired him to become 

a football coach.

Col Hill gladly obliged the request 

and mailed Gasaway a helmet 

signed by none other than 

Coach Swinnea, who still lives in 

Harlingen, Texas.

Gasaway told his wife: “Col Hill 

was always the best go-to man 

for everything, and did Coach 

Swinnea really sign this?!”

Alumni Affairs

Carlo Vento

Carlo Vento of Harlingen, Texas, proved 

the timeless adage, “Where there’s 

a will, there’s a way,” when he raised 

100 percent of the money he needed 

to attend Marine Military Academy 

Summer Camp.

Vento irst learned about MMA Summer 
Camp April 30, when he participated in 

MMA’s “Men’s Morning Adventure” 

event. Due to rain, Vento and the other 

boys were only able to zipline once, 

but that one thrill was enough for him 

to want to register for summer camp. 

With just eight weeks until the start of 

camp, the 13-year-old had to igure out 
a way to raise the money.

Vento irst went to a fundraising website 
and began selling pre-packaged bags 

of lavored popcorn at his brother’s 
baseball games. He sold all his popcorn 

in just a few weeks, but he raised just a 

sixth of the amount that was needed. 

Vento then tried another strategy: 

sponsors.

Vento began writing and emailing 

letters to Harlingen businesses and 

scheduling appointments with the 

owners. Though he was attending his 

school’s leadership camp most of the 

day, Vento’s mother drove him to his 

appointments between the hours of 3 

and 5 p.m. Vento’s mother never sat 

with him in his meetings. In fact, she 

stayed in the car and let him speak with 

each business owner alone.

Vento managed to receive support 

from some local business owners, three 

of which were MMA alumni.

Vento also received donations from 

family, friends and members of his 

church. Thanks to his community’s 

Josh Gasaway, Class of 2005, is thrilled 
with his gift. 

support, Vento raised enough money 

to fully pay his summer camp tuition 

two days before check-in. 

Vento enjoyed MMA Summer Camp so 

much that he is already saving money 

for next year’s camp. His impressive 

transformation has also convinced a 

few Harlingen parents to send their 

sons to 2017 MMA Summer Camp. The 

rising eighth-grader hopes to become 

an MMA cadet one day. With his drive, 

he will probably ind a way!

If you wish to make summer camp or 

the school year a reality for a boy like 

Vento, contact LtCol Robert Grider at 

grider@MMA-TX.org or (956) 421-

9230. You can fully or partially sponsor 

a summer camper or a cadet. Simply 

designate your gift to the summer 

camp or cadet scholarship fund. 

Carlos Vento of Harlingen, Texas, stands tall and 
proud at the MMA Summer Camp Graduation 
Ceremony July 23.
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Superintendent’s Message
Military School

For too long, “military school” has 

been a term that gets thrown around 

to threaten teenagers when they 

misbehave: “I’m going to send you 

to military school!” Though “military 

school” is meant as a solution in this 

exclamatory sentence, it definitely 

sends across the wrong message.

Military schools have an excellent 

reputation for helping teens who are 

either not living up to their full potential 

or need structure, discipline and the 

removal of distractions to focus on 

college and their future in general.

Military schools are normally quite 

effective at helping students reach their 

full potential because the educational 

model is truly comprehensive. Unlike 

most college-prep schools, military 

schools build the whole person and 

stretch students 1) scholastically, 2) 

physically and 3) morally.

Compared to public or other private 

schools, military schools can be harder 

for most students to adjust to in the 

beginning. After all, structure, 

schedule and discipline are not 

supposed to make life comfortable. 

As students rise to the demands 

and high expectations of the 

military environment, however, 

they pick up the skills and habits 

they need for continued success, 

such as focus, time management 

and work ethic, just to name a few.

Military school is not easy … there 

is no question about it. A person 

can never grow if he is never 

challenged. At the same time, 

military school isn’t designed to 

make life miserable for those who 

are sent there. Rather, it’s designed 

NFL Parent

Houston Texans cornerback 

Johnathan Joseph, No. 24, sent 

his son Jay’Vion to Marine Military 

Academy Summer Camp. In the 

eyes of MMA, Joseph was the 

father of Jay’Vion, not an NFL 

football star. However, the Valley 

Morning Star photographer 

spotted Joseph at the MMA 

Summer Camp Graduat ion 

Ceremony on July 23 and took a 

photo of him, J’Vion and his entire 

family. The photo ran on Page 2 

of the July 25 edition of the Valley 

Morning Star.

Jay’Vion Joseph of Houston stands with his 
father at summer camp registration. 

to bring out the very best for those who 

are fortunate enough to attend it.

Military school is a privilege to 

attend, not a punishment.

It’s high time for some parents to stop 

abusing “military school” in empty 

threats: “I’m going to send you to 

military school!” 

Parents who truly realize the value of 

a military school education will say 

“military school” in a very different 

tone, with some reverence: “I’m going 

to send you to military school.”

I am honored to work for the world’s 

greatest military school (in my humble 

opinion). As Marine Military Academy 

embarks on its 51st school year, please 

help us restore the dignity in “military 

school.” For those of you who know 

the true purpose and value of military 

school, kindly encourage others to start 

sending the right message.

Col R. Glenn Hill, USMC (Ret)

Superintendent

Extra! Extra!

This photo of Jay’Vion and Johnathan Joseph 
at summer camp graduation ran July 25 in 
the Valley Morning Star July.
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My Three Sons

While it is not uncommon for brothers 

to attend Marine Military Academy 

Summer Camp, it is unusual to have 

three attend at the same time! This 

summer, the Garcia Tamez family of 

McAllen, Texas, sent their three sons 

to MMA’s 2016 summer camp. Older 

brother Oscar was in Alpha Company 

while his younger twin brothers Gael 

and Jael were in Delta Company. It was 

the irst time for all three boys to attend 
MMA Summer Camp. 

Important Dates
• Sept. 10: MMAPO Meeting, 

8:30 a.m.
• Sept. 10: Introductory Training 

Graduation Parade, 10 a.m.

• Oct. 1: SAT, 8 a.m.
• Oct. 5-7: Quarter 1 Exams

• Oct. 12: PSAT

• Oct 22: ACT

• Oct. 28: Parent’s Day, 7:30 a.m.

• Oct. 28: Birthday Parade, 4 p.m.

• Oct. 28: Homecoming Game

• Oct. 29: Birthday Ball, 5:30 p.m.

• Nov. 11: Veterans Day Parade, 

4 p.m.

• Nov. 18: Start of Thanksgiving 

Break, flight departure after 4 

p.m.

• Nov. 27: End of Thanksgiving 

Break, return by 6 p.m.

• Dec. 3: SAT, 8 a.m.
• Dec. 7: 75th Anniversary of Pearl 

Harbor Parade, 4 p.m.

• Dec. 10: ACT, 8 a.m.
• Dec. 13-16: First Semester Final 

Exams

• Dec. 16: Start of Christmas 

Break, flight depature after noon

• Jan. 7: Mid-term check-in for 

new students, 8 a.m. to noon
• Jan. 8: Mid-term check-in for 

returning cadets

The MMA LEADER is a bi-monthly 

publication for patrons of Marine 

Military Academy. To receive a

digital version via email, send

your address to the editor.

Editor: Andi Atkinson

atkinson@MMA-TX.org

956.421.9225

Marine Military Academy

320 Iwo Jima Blvd.

Harlingen, TX  78550

956.423.6006

Giving
Recent Donations

In Memory

• Milo Taylor Logan Christenson – MMA 

Cadet “E” Co.

• Maj Ed Freeman, USA

• Wayne V. Friedman

• Sgt David Fuller, USMC (Ret) – 9th 

Marines RVN

• Frank E. Graham “Tony”

• Gerard Alec Julien “Gerry” – MMA 

Cadet “E” Co.)

• Maj Edward T. McGee, USMCR (Ret)

• David William Metzger, Jr. “Smokey”

• Lt Wilfred L. Parry “Bill” – former Marine

• Rachel Norein Morris Pletcher

• SSgt Dennis Studenny – 5th Marines, 

RVN

• SSgt Edward L. Walsh, USMC “Knobby” 

– 7th Marines, Korea

In Honor

• Charles E. Chandler – MMA ‘16

• John P. Heiner “Jack”

• MSgt Robert Fracasso, USMC (Ret)

• 1stSgt Felix Hernandez, USMC (Ret) – 

MMA G-Co. DI

• MMA-Class of 2016

(Left to right) Oscar, Jael and Gael Garcia Tamez of McAllen, Texas, reunite with Mom, Dad and Lil’ Sis at 
the MMA Summer Camp Field Meet July 22.


